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E fefts of the Luſt after Riches. Mr. 
» Faulconer fears Ruin by a Jew. He 
flies after the Jew. Takes Shipping 
for Malacca. Taken by Pirates, Had 
been murdered but for the Mate. 
Turned on an unknown Shore. Beha- 
viour there, Diſperſion for wiſe 12 
Poſes. 


N E W Men have ſuch Com- 
F N mand over their Luſt after 
Riches, as to know what will 

KERR ſatisfy their Craving, before it 
arrives; or being arrived, when they have 
enough : For as the Ambition for poſ- 
Vol. II. B ſelling 
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ſeſſing increaſes with the Poſſeſſion it- 
Aelf, ſo never Monarch yet was the 
Maſter of ſuch extenſive Dominions, as 
not to 'ſpy of what Utility ſome adjoin- 
ing Territory would prove to him, 
united to his own Sovereignty, nor end 

his Views with the Acqueſt of this new 
Adjunct ; for ſtill, what he poſſeſſes not, 
ſeems infinitely more valuable than his 
own Property; yea, even to the render- 
ing this diſ- eſteemed without it. 

It was this way of thinking, ſo natural 
to moſt Men, that, notwithſtanding the 
noble Eſtate his Lady had invited him 
to the Enjoyment of, ran Mr. Faulconer 
into ſuch Difficulties as might, in all 
Probability, have obliged him to de- 
poſit his Bones in a foreign Land, under 
an abſolute Privation of every Bleſling he 
had promiſed himſelf, from a Re- uniting 
with his beloved Ohmpza. 

During his Reſidence at Bombay, no 
Man had ever been more induſtrious in 
the queſt of Riches ; nor had his La- 
bours been unſucceſsful, having collected 
in nine Years Reſidence there, more 
than as many Thouſand Pounds. Theſe, 
as I ſaid before, he had intruſted, to- 
gether with three more that he had bor- 

rowed 


— 


The Innocent SurrFeRER, 3 


rowed upon his own Credit, to a Jew 
Projector, one Levi Ben Ihbzar, for an 
Expedition he purpoſed to undertake 
towards Brampore, and from which he 
was to return with immenſe Treaſure. 
As to the Scheme of his Deſign, he had 
planned it out to Mr. Faulconer, under 
the Colour of ſuch Plauſibility as was 
impoſſible to miſcarry; and this, Mr. 
Faulconer the rather aſſented to, as /[bb- 
Zar was a Native of the Place, and was 
known to have been a great Traveller, 
and perfectly acquainted with the inland 
Parts, and their Commodities, Com- 
merce, and Cuſtoms. 5 

Whilſt Mr. Faulconer was counting up 
rhe Returns he ſhould have from this 
Adventure of {#bzar's, it was rumoured 
about the Country that the Jew was 
gone off, which Mr. Faulconer no ways 
contradicted, but laughed in his Sleeve 
at the Thoughts of his being the only 
Perſon who could give a good Account 
of him, and that he was all the while 
working for his Benefit, 

Matters paſſed on thus for about three 
Months or more, when a Turkiſþ Mer- 
chant arriving at the Factory, upon ſome 
Account or other, Ben Tbhzar chanced to 

B 2 be 
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be mentioned, and the Merchant re- 
ported his having met him, making to 
the Coaſt of Coromandel, in his way to 
the Malacca, That he believed Ear 
would ſcarce ever be ſeen in thoſe Parts 
again; for that, before he himſelf left 
Chaul, he had ſo involved himſelf, that 
he could ſcarce ſhew his Head there. 

This latter Story, together with his 
Travel a direct contrary Rout to what he 
had laid down to Mr. Faulconer, made 
ſuch an Impreſſion upon him, as to put 
him upon ſearching more narrowly into 
his Debtor's Circumſtances, than he had 
ever before done ; when, to his almoſt 
Diſtraction, he found but too much 
Truth in the Taurk's Relation. 

It was about this Time that he re- 
ceived his Lady's Letter, and Invitation 
homewards ; when one would have ima- 
gined, that the excellent Fortune in her 
Hands, might have leſſened his Sorrow 
tor his expected Loſs, and have ſent 
him home, to the Enjoyment both of 
herſelf and it; but it took quite another 


Turn with Mr. Faulconer, who, anxious 


for adding ſomewhat to his Wife's Poſ- 


ſeſſions, could have no Reſt in himſelf, 


till he had either recovered his Money 
from 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER,. 5 


from J1bbzar, or brought ſuch a Knave 
to Juſtice. | 

With theſe Reſolutions therefore in 

his Head, ſallied forth Mr. Faulconer, 
without informing any one Perſon of his 

Deſign, leſt his own Creditors ſhould 

have laid an Embargo upon his Perſon, 

as he intended on that of gar, ſhould 
he ever be ſo happy as to find him. 

Mr. Faulconer made a Trip firſt to 
Chau!, to collect what he could hear in 
that Neighbourhood of his Fugitive, be- 
fore he ſhould ſet forward himſelf after 
him; but the more he enquired, the 
more diſſatisfactory Anſwers he received 

to his Demands z till at length, being 
afraid to return to the Factory, he pri- 
vately ſtole out of the Town, in Proſe- 
cution of his intended Travel. 

The vaſt Extent of a Land Journey, 
before he ſhould reach the Coaſt of Co- 
romandel, by the ſame Rout that he 
had heard 1bbzar had taken, deterred 
him from purſuing him that way; ſince, 
if 14bzar's Deſign was for Malacca, he 
muſt have attained his Poſt before Mr. 
Faulconer had heard of him; ſo that 
aſter a few Days Travel, turning to the 
Right, he arrived at Dabul, where in a 
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ſhort Time he gained Shipping to Ma- 
lacca, as the moſt probable Means of 
coming upon the Jew by Surprize. 

The Veſſel he failed in had been 
freighted to one of the Maldivian 
Iflands ; ſo that it was obliged to go 
conſiderably Weſtward about to diſcharge 
itſelf; and from thence was to fail di- 
rectly to Malacca; but in Longitude 
about 117 Degrees, there aroſe. ſuch a 
Storm at full North, as not being able 
to bear up z2gainft, they were driven 
ſouthward for Eleven Days, before they 
were able to recover themſelves; ſo as to 
make the leaſt Way; for they expected 
every Moment to have gone to the 
Bottom. The Sky now clearing up, 
and the Wind abating, they hoped, 
that having weathered the Storm, they 
ſhould at laſt attain their Port, by a 
little Delay only. | 

They had, for the two laſt Days 
of their Driving, at Times, beheld an- 
other Veſſel, under equally apparent Diſ- 
treſs with themſelves, though they knew 
not to what Nation ſhe belonged ; but 
now, altering their Courſe, they per- 
ceived her much more diſtinctly, - 

t 
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that ſhe ſeemed to be making towards 
them. a 

Mr. Faulconer's Veſſel had ſuffered ſo 
much Damage during the Storm, and 
was in want of ſo many Things towards 
repairing her, that the Maſter took it 
for one of the moſt lucky Accidents in 
Life, when he ſaw this ſtrange Veſſel 
making up to him, being in great Hopes 
of her affording him ſome of the many 
Things he ſtood in need of; for which 
Reaſon he alſo bore up, as well as he 
could, that he might fall into her Way, 
and unhappily for him, too ſoon attained, 
his Purpoſe ; for the very firſt Salute 
that he received from her was a Shot, 
which fell beyond him; and then a ſe- 
cond, which carried away a Part of his 
Foreſail; immediately upon which, they 
hoiſted' the bloody Flag, and bore down. 
upon him with all their Canvaſs. | 

It was now too late to think of a Re- 
treat; nor was Mr. Faulconer's Ship 
any way prepared for an Engagement; 
ſo that the Maſter wringing his Hands, 
and crying out he was undone, ordered 
his Colours to be ſtruck directly. 

Poor Faulconer, who had never been 
an Eye-witneſs to a Scene of the like Kind 
| B 4 before, 
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before, had but few Moments to adjuſt the 
- Particulars of what he had ſeen, before 


the Stranger was on board them, and 


had ordered all the Men into the Ad- 
, Verſary's Ship, where they were confined 


umler Hatches, whilſt the others were 
Tillig their Veſſel. | | 


The! Ship, as I faid before, having 


delivered its Loading at one of the 
Maldivian Iſlands, nothing more than 


Proviſions were to be found on board 


of her, which Diſappointment of the 


Oppreſſors (for it was a Pirate Ship) had 
e nigh coſt the captive Crew all their 
Lives; for the Robbers were ſo ex- 


afperated, to find themſelves no Gainers 


Þy the Bargain, that holding a Conſulta- 


tion amongſt themſelves, they firſt con- 
cluded upon retaining the Capture in 
their Service, in the room of an old 
Veſſel they had lately burnt, as uſelcls 
and then, as the captive Crew would but 
prove a dead Weight upon them, and 
cauſe too great a Conſumption of their 
Proviſions, they were forming a Reſo- 
Jution of deſtroying them, as a Burden 


they were unable to ſuſtain; but firſt, 


before they had determined finally, one 
of them moved that it might be put 
tO 


2 

* 4 
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| was put to the Vote what Death they 
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to the Priſoners, whether any-of#th 
would take on in the Pirate's 9 . 
and ſign their Articles; and if-ndt, = 
the Alternative of inſtant Death. 1þy . 
be propoſed to them. There W y 
out of thirteen, of which Num 
Crew conſiſted, who accept 
Condition for ſaving their LivV 
the other eleven, in which N be Nee 
the Maſter and Mr. Faulconer, waited 
for the fatal Stroke, to N an Eng to, #5. 
their Miſeries. 8 

The two new Pirates were cond _-. 
out of the Hold, and by the Meſſſ 1 
led in Triumph to the Great Cn. 3 | 
where the Committee of Life and Det! E I» 
were fitting. They were welcomed bk «+ 
the Pirate Commander, and the reſt 
of his bloody Crew, firſt, with loud 
Huzza's, and then with each a Cann of 
Arrack; the Articles were produced, 
and they having ſigned them, were left 
to their Liberty in the Ship, to act as 
the reſt did. 

The Meſſenger then reporting the 
Refuſal of the Teſt of the Priſoners 


. 
ſhou!d die; for that they muſt ſuffer, "* 
was agreed on all Hands, The Die was 


B5 about 
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about to be caſt, which of the Pirates 
ſhould deſcend into the Hold, and per- 
form the Execution ; when the Mate, 
more humane in his then way of think- 
ing than the reſt, and willmg to ſpare 
the Captives, Gentlemen, ſaid he, what 
need have we to ſtain our Hands with 
innocent Blood ? Thefe Men have offered 
at no Injury to us; they ſtruck not a 
Blow againſt us, but ſubmitted them- 
ſelves to our Demand. Had they been 
ſo criminal as to have fired a Shot, 
which might have ſubjected the meaneſt 
of us to Peril, I ſhould now hold up 
both my Hands to their Deſtruction; 
but the Caſe being otherwiſe, as we have 
ſcized upon their Ship, and the lit le of 
Value they have in it, let us behave to 
them with a F *ellow-feeling for their Miſ- 
fortunes ; and as ſparing their Lives, is 
all, that conſiſtent with our Articles, we 
can befriend them in, let us not ſpill 
their Blood; but, to free ourſelves from 
the Incumbrance of ſo many uſcleſs 
Mouths, Jet us turn them up upon the 
very next Shore we come to; they will 
there, at leaſt, have a Chance to live; 
and if they die, we have nothing to do 
with it; for as to the Proviſion of their 
Ship, 
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Ship, Self-Prefervation, under our pre- 
ſent Scarcity, forbids us to reſtore them 
any of it. 

No ſooner had the Mate ended, than 
he found himſelf oppoſed by fome of the 
Members preſent, who judged. Death to 
be the fafeft Sentence; whilft others 
ſeemed more inclinable to fecond the 
Mate's Opinion; ſo that the Numbers 
being much about equal, without going 
to the Poll, it was propoſed to pur it to 
the whole Crew, and then let moſt Voices 
decide it. 

They were forthwith all called over, 
and the Queftion being put to them, 
every Man upon anſwering ro his Name, 
gave his Voice for the Priloners living 
or dying. 

One would have imagined, that 
amoneſt Sixty-four Hands (for of that 
Number the Pirate, conſiſted) though of 
the moſt degenerate of the human Spe- 
cies, few would have been found fo 
laviſh of che Blood of Man, as to have 
coveted the ſhedding it in Wantonneſs, 
and without the leaft Show of Provoca- 
tion for it; but upon cafting up the 
Votes, that they ſhould live, was carried 
Lut by tyo Voices; and what is more 

remark 
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remarkable, the two newly liſted Men 
were of the adverſe Party. 

Their Lives being thus preſerved by 
ſo ſlender a Chance as the Majority of 
two Votes only, they were ſuſtained at 
ſhort Allowance for about Nine Days ; 
at the End of which, ſome of the Pirate 


Crew, towards Evening, ſpying Land 


to the Weſtward, they ſteered for it ; 
and before Morning, perceiving by the 
Line that they approached the Shore, 
they caſt Anchor, and waited for Day- 
break. They then found themſelves not 
above half a-League from ſome Shore, 
and here they reſolved to land their Pri- 
ſoners ; ſo that weighing Anchor, and 
running in, to a convenient Diſtance, 
they ſent out their Boat, with ten Men 


and three of the. Captives firſt, whom 


having landed, they ordered to make 
the beſt of their Way from the Shore, 
to the Diſtance of at leaſt half a League, 
and upon no- Account to return, till 
they had put all their Companions a- 
ſhore likewiſe; threatening them, with 
horrid Imprecations, that if they offered 
to ſtir a Foot to the joining their Com- 
panions, before they were all landed, 
they would murder thoſe in their Power 

befure 
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before their Faces, e' er ever they ſhould 
ſet Foot on Land; ſo timorous are 
thoſe Villains, and fearful of a ſingle 
honeſt Man at his Liberty, by whom + 
they cannot but know themſelves to be 
deteſted. | 

At three Turns they landed all their 
Captives, but refuſed to afford them the 
leaſt Utenſil for their Comfort, or more 
Proviſion than each could carry off in 
his Pocket, which, under the moſt frugal 
Management, could not ſubſiſt him more 
than three Days. The Boat then re- 
turning, and a ſoutherly Wind ſpringing 
up, they loſt all Sight of the Veſſel be- 
tore Night. 

The neareſt Calamity that can befal a 
Man, next to the Knife at his Throat, 
is a lingering Protraction of Life, under 
a momentary Expectation of Diſſolu- 
tion. Now, what rendered the Proſpect 
of theſe miſerable Men the more ſhock- 
ing to them was, that from all they 
could hitherto diſcover of the Shore they 
were upon, not the leaſt Trace of an 
Inhabitant appeared upon it, either from 
Buildings, or the Improvement of any 
Part of the Land, ſo far as they could 
caſt their Eyes about them; nor, having 

| en 
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been under Confinement for many Days 
before, in the dark Hold, could they 
now frame any Gueſs, either in what 
Latitude or Longitude they were; nor 
could they, for want of a proper Inſtru- 
ment, harbour the leaſt Expectation when 
that Bleſſing would arrive to them. 

The firſt Fhing, therefore, that they 
fell upon, after the Departure of the 
Ship, was, to return Fhanks for having 
eſcaped with their Lives; and, as a 
Thing wholly out of their own Powers 
to aſſure themſelves of, to implore the 
Divine Aid for their future Suſtentation 
on ſo barren a Spot as they then judged 
themſelves to be upon, where not the 
leaſt Thing had hitherto preſented to 
them, capable of their Preſervation. 

They then held a Conſultation, for 
deliberating upon WI Steps Would be 
firſt neceſſary to be taken by them; and 
as every other Movement muſt depend 
upon the Continuation of their Beings; 
the primary Affair to be canvaſſed was, 
how they ſhould ſupply the daily Cra- 
vings of their Natures with Food. Now, 
as this Knowledge could no other way 
be attamed, but from a View of the 
Productions of the Country, they re- 

ſolved 


Fhe INNOCENT SUFFERER. T5 
ſolved to ſet forwards upon a Tour, 
wherein they might gain the minuteſt 
Information of this. 

Fhey would very gladly have known, 
whether the Spot they were upon was 
any Part of a Continent, or an Iſland; 
though the moſt knowing and expe- 
rienced amongſt them in Maritime Af- 
fairs, were perſuaded it muſt be the 
latter : But as they muſt needs traverſe 
a great Compals of the Land in queſt of 
Subſiſtence, the Maſter of their late 
Veſſel propoſed to divide their ſmall 
Force into ſeveral Parties, each of which 
ſhould takea different Rout ; and having 
fixed upon a Rendezyous at ſome one 
Point, in caſe it ſhould prove an Ifland, 
on the oppoſite Shore there to wait for 
each other, till: e whole Company was 
again collected. 28k 
He alſo propoſed (in order to take 
in the greater Part of the Land at one 
Walk) that as their Number conſiſted 
of eleven, one of them, by Lot, ſhould 
walk ftrait forwards to the oppoſite | 
Point from their landing ; that two | 
others, ſpreading themſelves one to his | 
Right, and the other to his Left, ſhould 
take the ſame Courſe ; but ſo as never to 
- be 
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be ſo far ſeparated, but that they might 
hear each others Voices; by which 
Means, he ſaid, they might, upon any 
preſſing Neceſſity, be conjoined to their 
mutual Aſſiſtance ; every Night ſtu, 
either collecting into one Body, during 
their Repoſe, or elſe, giving Notice by 
their Voices to each other, where they 
ſeverally deſigned to halt for that Pur- 
poſe : Here each was to remain till the 
all, at the ſame Inſtant, ſhould ſet for- 
wards again : for he ſtrongly recom- 
mended to them, by no means to loſe 
Communication with each other, for fear 
of the bad Conſequences attendant upon 
ſuch a Neglect. 

He further propoſed, in order to their 
being aſcertained whether they were upon 
an Iſland or not, that two more of them 
ſhould ſweep round the Coaſt to the 
Right, and two to the Left, till they 
ſhould either meet on the oppoſite Coaſt, 
or (being better informed of its being a 
Part of the Continent) they ſhould have 
made a circular Tour of eighteen- Days, 
and then to halt upon ſome one of the 
molt extenſive Plains about the End of 
that Walk, there to wait the Arrival of 
their Companions. 


As 
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As for the remaining four of them as 
yet diſengaged, he added, that he would 
adviſe their ſteering two to the Right, 
and two to the Left; only ſo far, as till 
they might ſeverally, from the inland 
higher Ground, gain a Proſpect of the 
Sea, which they were never, if poſlible, 
to loſe, longer than they might be croſſing 
the lower Grounds to the next Eminence 
in their Way. Theſe, at the ſame Time 
that they ſought out for Fruits, Roots, 
or other Subſiſtence, were to keep a 
ſharp Eye to the Sea, for the Diſcovery 
of any Veſſel that might be paſſing, as 
they would command far more of the 
Hemiſphere from the Hills, than thoſe 
who were confined to the Shore only. 
Theſe were alſo under the like Cautions 
with the Coaſters, to travel only fifteen 
Days till they ſhould halt as before ; 
and as for the three who were to keep 
the direct Walk, they were to halt at the 
End of twelve Days, unleſs they ſhould 
gain the oppoſite Shore in a ſhorter 
Time. Under theſe Inſtructions, Limi- 
tations, and Reſtrictions, after having 
made a very ſparing Meal, and all reſted 
themſelves together for that Night, they 
ſet forth at Day-break the next A 

: or 
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for their ſeveral Poſts aſſigned them, for 
which they ſeverally drew Lots, all but 
the Maſter, upon whom all the Crew 
pitched to be their Center- man, and 
Conductor of the whole Enterprize. 


CHAP. It 


Diſſention among ft the Crew. Cauſe of 

1. Appeaſed by Ya-cau-chee, Plenty 
of Fiſh and Fowl. Hot Air, Mr. 
Faulconer and Ya-cau-chee ford a 
River. Surprized by Savages. Find 
them eating Man's Fleſh, Are chained 
down. Mr. Faulconer's Reffections. 


IR. Faultoner, from the little 
VI Knowledge he had of him, had 
taken ſuch a Love and Regard to the 
Maſter, that his Lot leading him to the 
Poft of a Coaſter, he would very fain 
have exchanged his Office with one of 
the two, whoſe Fate had allotted them 
to the Maſter in the center Walk; but 
each Man's Station having fallen to 
him unſought, and caſually, not one of 
them choſe to depart from what Chance 
had allotted him, fave Mr. Faulconer's 
Companion, who being leſs * 
than 
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than the reſt, and obſerving the Diſap- 
pointment Mr. Faulconer ſeemed to be 
under, (nor poſſibly conceiving the leaſt 
Probability of prevailing for an Ex- 
change with any of the reſt of them) 
cried out, that for his Part he was ſur- 
prized any of them ſnould be ſo tena- 
cious of his own Lot, as to ſurmiſe it a 
Whit better than another; had he not, 
he ſaid, been linked to the Gentleman 
himſelf, he would not have mattered 
gratifying him, or any other of them, 
that had a Fancy for ſupplying his 
Place. | 

The Maſter, whom Mr. Faulconer 
had apprized. of his Inclination for ac- 
companying. him,. taking the: Fellow at 
his Word, replied; that he: would ex- 
change Places with him with all his 
Heart, as judging it more proper for 
him to have the Sea-Coaſt under his 
Eye, than any of them; ſince he might 
probably draw. ſome more Advantage. to 
the Crew, from his own Obſervations 
and Experience, than ſeveral others of 
them might; and therefore he would 
reſign his Place to Mr. Faulconer's Com- 
panion, and go with that Gentleman 
himſelf. | 

The 
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The Caſe was now altered from what 
it had been on board his own Ship; for 
though the Maſter alone had the Right 
to command there, yet every one now 
looked upon himſelf as a free Man, and 
no leſs capable of dictating than the reſt 
ſo that the whole Crew having elected 
the Maſter for marching in their Center, 
ſuch a Clamour aroſe upon the intended 
Alteration, as with no light Argument 
was to be appeaſed; for every one cry- 
ing out, that as the unanimous Voice of 
the Crew had appointed the. Maſter to 
the Center, ſo he ought at all Events to 
maintain it; and that this they were re- 
ſolved to ſee executed. 

Gentlemen, ſaid Mr. Ya-cau-chee, 
(for ſo was the Maſter called) upon our 
firſt Engagement in this unfortunate 
Voyage, I had the Honour to com- 
mand you all ; though now, having loft 
my Ship, my Command is therewith 
Joſt; and inftead of Maſter and Ser- 
vants, we are now all become Compa- 
nions, upon an equal Level together. 
The Loſs of my Superiority, | hope you 
will all allow, has not deprived. me of 
my Vote in all our Affairs, at leaſt, 


equally with the reſt of you ; then pray, 


from 
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from what Authority reſiding among 
you, am I become the Slave to this 
Company, and required to ſubmit to its 
Orders? Have I elected the center 
Walk, and been confirmed in it by your 
Conſent ?. or has the Lot been drawn on 
my Part, to have confined me to the 
undertaking it ? If neither of theſe is 
the Caſe, am not. I ſtill at Liberty to 
avoid this Walk, till Fortune ſhall have 

caſt it upon me ? | 
My Opinion is, that a coaſting Poſt 
for me, will be more for our mutual 
Benefit: and here is one of the Coaſters 
ready to exchange with me. If this is 
agrecable to the Society, all is well; if 
not, I ſhall be glad to be oppoſed by 
ſound Reaſon and Argument, which I 
will aſſure you, I ſhall be one of the 
firſt to ſubſcribe to. : 
Mr. Ya-cau-chee ſpeaking this ſome- 
what warmly, and no Man offering at a 
; Contradiction, they all, one by one, came 
7 into it, without the leaſt farther Diffi- 
culty. In the Morning, ſhaking each 
other heartily by the Hand, and kiſſing 
him, they wiſhed each other a good 
Journey ; hoping that Providence would 
nor only ſupport them during their 
| Travel, 


- — — ER — At N — 
- PIR. - g — 
* — * * oo — 


— — 


22 The MoTurr-IN-LAw; or, 
Travel, but alſo, at the Concluſion of it, 
re-unite them again, 

It muſt be confeſſed to have been a 
moſt melancholy Enterprize that theſe 

oor Men had engaged in, but yet they 
bad Room for more comfortable Ex- 
pectations from it, than from adhering 
all together; for as, by the projected 
Means, no one of them would be left 
without Company, either at hand, or at 
leaſt within Call, ſo they would have 
a double Advantage, in the Progreſs 
they would make through the Country; 
and in caſe of a happy Meeting again, 
by their ſeveral Reports of what had 
occurred to each in their Travel, they 
would be tolerable Maſters of the Pro- 
duce, Extent, and Benefits to be ex- 
pected from it; nor were they without 
Hopes of the Seas around this Land be- 
ing the Road of ſome trading Veſſels, 
which, if any of them ſhould ſee, and 
be ſo happy as to apprize of their Diſ- 
treſs, by their Signals, the Parties to 
whole Fate this ſhould fall, were by 
every Means in their Power to ſet Fire 
to the Woods neareſt the Bleſſing, as a 
- oken for the others to make up to 
them, 


They 
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They were now parted, and Mr. 
Fuulcouer and the Matter had taken the 
Left Hand, or Eaſterly Coaſt, and had 
proceeded therein about {even Days, du- 
ring which Time they had moſtly ſub- 
ſiſted upon Plants, which they found in 
their Way; any Sort of edible Fruit be- 
ing very ſcarce for the whole of their 
Travel. They had ſeen neither Houſe, 
Field, or living Creature all the Way, 
ſave Birds of the Water Kind in vaſt 
Plenty, and ſome appropriated only to 
the Land, neither of which they had 
then the leaſt Chance for taking; but 
pleaſed themſelves, however, upon the 
Proſpect of being able to entrap them 
by ſome Devioe or other, when they 
ſhould all be met again, and be more at 
Leiſure for it. They had alſo ſeen ſeveral 
(mall Animals, the largeſt whereof ex- 
ceeded not the Dimenſions of a Fox; 
and there were alſo innumerable Fiſhes, 
almoſt all along the Coaſt, which revived 
them upon the Profpect of not ſtarving, 
whenever they ſhould have Time upon 
their Hands for taking them. 

What rendered their Journey the moſt 
vexatious to them was, the exceſſive 
Heat of the Sun, which ſo rarified the 

Air, 
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Air, when coming from the Sea, that 
they were not only almoſt ſcorched to 


Death by its Heat, but even the Breath 


they drew was by no means the leaſt re- 
viving to them; on the contrary, it 
proved ſo ſtifling to the Lungs, that 
they were frequently ready to die away 
upon the open Grounds ; but when 
walking through the Woods, they met 
with ſuch Breezes, as by reaſon of their 
ſhady Paſſage, invigorated them greatly 

again. : | 
On the Eighth Day about Noon, hav- 
ing juſt gained a long Paſs through a 
Wood, they were ſtopped by: a broad 
River. Here they halted awhile, to 
conſider whether they ſhould attempt to 
paſs it where they were, or whether it 
would be more adviſeable, by following 
its Courſe ſome Way up the Country, to 
endeavour at finding out ſome other Paſ- 
ſage, that might be more fordable. 
They obſerved, that the more inland 
Parts of the River were much more over- 
orown with Sedges and Plants, than 
thoſe nearer to the Sea; and that here 
and there were little Iſlands interſperſed 
in it. This made them advance the 
higher, in Hopes of ſome leſs dangerous 
7s Paſlage 
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Paſſage than that they at firſt had 
Thoughts of attempting ; ſo that at 
length having ſtrolled a full Mile up the 
Banks of it, by the rippling of the Cur- 
rent, they judged they had arrived to a 
proper Place for their Purpoſe. 

Stripping themſelves then, and bundling 
the little Cloaths they were Maſters of 
upon their Heads, Mr. Ya-can-chee, with 
a long Pole-in his Hand, marched firſt, 
ſounding the Bottom all the Way with 
his Stick, and Mr. Faulconer followed 
cloſe at his Heels. They were both 
under ſhocking Apprehenſions left ſome 
Aligator, or other Water Monſter, te- 
creting himſelf amongſt the Flags, ſhoujd 
ruſh our upon them before they could 
attain the oppoſite Shore ; but alas! 
how ſhallow are all mortal Comprehen- 
ſions! the Foreſight of Man reaching 
but a ſmall Space beyond his own Nole ! 
He frequently forms to himſelf Hydras 
in his Way, which are not in Nature, 
and. rouſes up all his Subtilty for avoid- 
ing them, at the ſame Time extolling 
his Sagacity for directing him how to 
ſteer clear of them; when as, not any 
ſuch thing oppoſing him, in the Height 
of his Security for having paſſed the 
Vo“. II, C Danger, 
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Danger, ſome other, but unſuſpected 


Evil, befalls him, totally unprepared for 
the Reception. | | 


Theſe two unhappy Men, during the 
Terrors of their Apprehenſions for fear 
of ſome noxious Beaſt in their Way, 
had projected not only Means for di- 
verting, but avoiding their Fury; and 
under Sanction of theſe, marched boldly 
on to the other Side, little ſuſpecting the 
Evils that awaited them there, from 
more violent and pernicious Adverſaries; 
for ſcarce had they mounted the Banks 
of the River, and had prepared for 
dreſſing themſelves again, before they 
were ſurprized by ſeveral loud Shouts 


from behind ſome Buſhes, ſcarce half 
a Furlong trom them, and, immediately 
by the View of near Forty of the hu- 


man Species, making up to them with 
all Celerity, but quite naked all, ſave a 
Piece of thin Matting which each wore 
tied round his Middle, 

The diſmal Conjectures, which from 
a Senſe of this Appearance crowded 
their Brains, are inconceivable. Whether 
they were Savages, or whether a more 
civilized and converſible People, was a 
Point they had no Time then for de- 
liberating 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER. 27 


liberating upon; for ſoon they muſt be 
upon them ; but all that they had any 
Time to conclude upon, from their 
naked Expoſure of themſelves was, that 
they muſt be of the Savage Kind, and 
poſſibly preying upon Man's Fleſh, they 
ſhould ſoon ſee a Period of their Miſeries. 
However, to gain the beſt and only 
Chance for their Lives that was now left 
them, Mr. Za cau- bee leaping from the 
Bank into the Water again, and Mr. 
Faulconer following him, they attempted 
to return to the Shore they came from; 
but alas! the Canibals (for ſo they 
proved) made not ſo much Diſtinction 
between the ſeveral Elements as they 
did, who cautiouſly proceeded, left a 
wry Step ſhould have overſet and de- 
ſtroyed them: for thoſe, living as agree- 
ably in the Water as on Shore, plunged 
in after them, and ſwimming much fatter 
than the others could wade in the deep 
Water, they ſoon overtook and were 
turning them back to the Shore they 
had leaped from, when ſix or eight 
little Boats or Canoes, driving down 
the Stream to their -Companions, they 
were put on board theſe, and at ſome 
Diſtance up the Stream landed, and 
C 2 con- 
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conducted to the main Body of theſe de- 
teſtable Brutes, who waited for them 
there, | | 

Here our Travellers were reduced to 
the moſt abject State conceivable by a 
human Being ; Priſoners they were, 


which Condition of itſelf ſounds of Mi- 


ſery enough ; but then theſe were more 
than ſuch, receiving at the firſt Entrance 
into their Captivity a ſerious ' Demon- 
ſtration of their own enſuing Fate, from 
the bloody Exerciſe their Captors were 
then rejoicing in; for the firſt Thing 
that ſtruck the Priſoners was, the Skull 
of a human Being, cooked up in the 
deteſtable Manner of theſe Barbarians, 
which one of them was gnawing, al- 
ready half picked, and tearing the Fleſh 
from, with his Teeth, with the Rapa- 
ciouſneſs that an hungry Maſtiff would 
the Head or Limbs of a Weather. 

The Priſoners were led aſide, as un- 


worthy of their Maſters Company; and 
inſtead of any Guard over them, their 
Ancles were incloſed in Iron Sockets, fo 


ſecurely as to be paſt their Remoyal ; 
from theſe ran a Chain, one End where- 
of was faſtened to a vaſt Block of Wood, 
which it was impoſſible for one Man to 


{tir 3 
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ſtir ; and here they were left to them- 
ſelves, till their Lords ſhould ſee fit 
otherwiſe to diſpoſe of them. 

Every Man 1s apt to imagine, that the 
croſs Events of Life which himſelf ſuſ- 
' tains, are ſome of the keeneſt Arrows 
of Fate, and that they rankle in none 
other in equa] Degree with himſelf ; but 
this 1s viewing Things through a moſt 
fallacious Medium, as even the Patient 
himſelf may be ſoon ſenſible of, by com- 
paring his own with the Afflictions of 
others ; or if that, through Self-Partiality 
fails, with others of his own, in ſome 
more deſperate Caſe that he then ſtruggles 
with. This Mr. Faulconer now. verified 
in himſelf, by oppoſing his preſent to his 
| paſt Calamities. | 

Often, yea very often, had he before 
ſo lamented his Want of Fortune, and 
the moſt unaccountable Loſs of his Wife's 
Inheritance, as to have concluded him- 
ſelf the moſt unhappy of his whole Spe- 
cies, in being upon thoſe Accounts com- 
pelled to a Separation from that ſole De- 
light of his Heart, under the Privation 
of which, even whole created Nature 
could not propound to him an Equiva- 
lent. Every Moment of his Time run 


C 3 out 
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out upon a foreign Shore, in Delay of 
that Enjoyment of Life, his deareſt O- 
lympia alone could adminiſter to him, 
and the many Days, Weeks, Months, 
nay Years, that might ſtill, by Courſe, 


be fulfilled, before he could attain his 


projected Happineſs, ſo gauled him in 
Reflection only, as to inſpire him with a 
moral Certitude, that no Creature could 
ſubſiſt under more impreſſive Anxieties 
than himſelf ; but when he came ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect upon what had paſſed, 
and to weigh it againſt his preſent Situa- 
tion, it involuntarily drew from him a 
thorough Condemnation of his paſt Im- 
patience, and the ſincereſt Gratitude to 
the merciful Diſpenſations of Providence, 


in deferring the Severity of his Trial to 


the preſent Inſtant. 
His Imagination, which till the Time 
I am ſpeaking of, had ſolely been taken 
up with the Impreſſions of his beloved 
Olympia, and hankering after her So- 
ciety, was now over-charged only with 
Horror, and the moſt excruciating De- 
ſperation, for the Malignity of his in- 
ſtant Circumſtances : nor could he now 
forbear to charge himſelf with the baſeſt 
of Unthankfulneſs to the Supreme * 
rom 


from all his Repinings againſt his Deal- 


ings with him, and thoſe even at the 
very Time when he was moſt mercifully 


crowning his Endeavours (though not 
more amply than himſelf deſired, yet) 


with far more Succeſs, than many of his 


Cotemporaries, under the ſame Engage- 
ments with himſelf, had attained to; 


or even his moſt ſanguine Hopes could, 


have expected. LN 
Affliction is the moſt intimate Pre- 
ceptreſs, to. inform a Man truly of the 
State of his own Heart, and to. intro- 
duce that Application to. the Supreme 
Being, which a pleaſurable Life con- 
temns ; Wherefore, now he was fairly 
initiated to this School, he could diſcern 
how blameable he had already been for 
the little Praiſes he had beſtowed upon 
his Benefactor; and could impute the 
Departure of thoſe Bleſſings he was once 
poſſeſſed of, to no other Pleaſure, than 
of the Almighty Donor, as a juft Retri- 
bution to him, for his ſhameful Neglect 
of Gratitude, He could further pene- 
trate into the Difficulties he was expoſed 
to, from the Savageneſs of his then Ene- 
mies, and aſcribe their Source to the 
Unconcernedneſs wherewith he had be- 
| C 4 held 
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held the Arm of Providence extended 
againſt him, and to a Proſecution of 


his own Devices, for the Recovery of 


his Damage, rather than by applying 


himſelf for Forbearance and Mercy to 


the ſole Regulator of all Events; and 
at length concluded, that his fatal O- 
miſſion of Duty and Submiſſion to this 
excellent Being, that could only have 
been Auxiliary to him, and was ever ſo 
to thoſe who humbly and unreſervedly, 
with a candid and faithful Heart, ſub- 
mitted their Concerns to, and depended 
upon him, muſt have been the efficient 
Cauſe of all his Diſappointments and 
Miſeries. 

From a Courſe of Reflections of this 
Kind, ſeriouſly and ſincerely conducted, 
Mr. Faulconer's Heart became ſo moli- 
fied as to diſſolve itſelf into a Flow of 
the moſt ſubmiſſive Tears of Penitence; 
whilſt, in order to recover his miſ- ſpent 
Time, he caſt himſelf with his Face to 
the Earth, where, in Compunction of 
Spirit, he diſcharged the holy Iſſues of 
a Heart fully ſenſible of its own Worth- 
leſſneſs, in ſuch a pathetic Strain, as he 
only, that is truly affected with his own 
Vileneſs and Inſufficiency, and preſſed 
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by his uncontroulable Neceſſities, can 
utter, before the Throne of Mercy and 
Compaſſion, | 


CHAP; I. 


Diſcourſe on the Nature of their Captors. 
Ya-cau-chee reports what he has heard 
.of them. Take the Priſoners with 
them, and row off to Sea, Surpriſing 
Management of their Boats, Go on 
Shore. Ya-cau-chee killed and eaten. 
Mr. Faulconer placed with other Cap- 
tives. Diſcourſe with them. 


FTER the ſubſiding of Mr. 
Faulconer's paſſionate Weeping, 
Mr. Ya-cau-chee and he being alone, 
fell into a conjectural Dialogue upon 
what was moſt likely to ſucceed their 
Captivity, from the ſavage Diſpoſitions 
of the Creatures to whoſe Lot they were 
fallen; when Mr. Faulconer demanded 
of his Companion, whether he could 
gueſs of what Nation thoſe People were, 
and if in any of his prior Voyages, he 
had ever fell in with any of them 
before. | | 
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Ya-cau-chee replied, that he had never 
yet been ſo unfortunate ; though he 
ſuſpected them to be of thoſe wild and 
uncivilized People who inhabited ſeveral 
of the Iſlands in thoſe remote Seas ; that 
they were eſtranged from all Senſe of 
Humanity ; and as he had heard re- 
ported of them, ſubſiſted upon the un- 
happy Mariners, whom Chance, from 
Time to Time, caſt upon their Shores, 
Juſt as the moſt brutal Kind of Beaſts 
did; being themſelves not a W hit their 
Superiors in Morals, though endued with 


more Senſe for their own peculiar Ac- 


commodation, 

He further added, from what had 
been reported to him, that they lived in 
{mall Parties, independent of each other, 
and with their little Craft would ſtem 
the ſtrongeſt Currents, and weather the 
rougheſt Seas, whilſt they ſailed from one 
INand to another in ſearch of their Prey: 
But in Caſe of Failure of that, from fo- 
reign Adventures, they would then, in 
a Time of Neceſſity, engage amongſt 
themſelves, one Party with another, in 
bloody Conteſts, wherein the Victors, 
ſcizing the Slain of both Sides, and alſo 
ſuch Priſoners as they could mus I 

ſt 
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ſiſted upon them ſo long as ever they 
would ſuffice them; nor made they any 
Diſtinction between Friend and Foe, 
when Death had overtaken them: But 
added, that it muſt be in the laſt Ex- 
tremity, that they would ſlay one of their 
own Party. As for all others that fell 
into their Hands, they killed them as 
there was Occaſion, as Butchers did 
Cattle; nor made he the leaſt Diſpute, 
he faid, but that they two ſhould parti- 
cipate of their Cruelty, e er many Days 
had paſſed. 

Theſe were but melancholy Scenes for 
poor Faulconer, Who, though he could 
found no favourable Expectations from 
the leaſt Lenity in their Natures, was but 
ten times more depreſſed in his Spirits, 
from his Friend's Report, taking every 
Word he had told him for an undoubted 
Verity ; for he being a Native of that 
Part of the World, it paſſed as current 
from him, though but Hearſay, as if 
every Syllable had proceeded from his 
own Knowledge. | 

The Day began to ſhut in, and the 
Moon, which had for ſome Time been 
up, now began to illuminate the Hemi- 
ſphere; when preſently they heard a loud 

Murmur 
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Murmur of Voices, which (though the 
Light was not ſufficient to diſcover to 
them the Cauſers of ) they could plainly 
perceive to move nearer and nearer to 
them, till at length a large Body of 
their Captors paſſing by them, ſome of 
their Number looſed the Priſoners Chains, 
and conducted them along with the 


Troop, with whom they marched to the 


Verge of the River, where were Abun- 
dance of Canoes lying ready for carrying 
them all off, On board of ſome of 
theſe the Priſoners were placed, and then 
they put off to Sea, after a ſhort Stretch 
to the Mouth of the River. 

The Priſoners being ſeparated in this 
Expedition, had no Opportunity of con- 
ferring together upon the Deſign of this 
Voyage. Mr, Faulconer could not con- 
ceive that their Intent could be for ex- 
poling themſelves to the open Sea on 


ſuch tickliſh Bottoms, where ſhould the 


leaſt Wind more than ordinary ariſe, 
they muſt all be overſet immediately 


and that no Land was nigh he was well 


ſatisfied, from the Obfervations he had 


made through the whole Courle of his 
Land Journey. 


He 
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He fancied, iudeed, that their Intent 
had been to have coaſted along the Shore 
to ſome other Spot of the ſame Country; 
but not long after, from the Situation of 
the Moon at their embarking, and the 
minute Obſervation he had made of it, 
from the Time of their quitting the 

Mouth of the River, he was well aſſured 
they were put out to Sea, and what 
would become of them in ſuch tottering 
Craft, for ſuch a Diſtance as they muſt 
have to row, before it would be poſſible 

for them to arrive at any other Country, 
he dreaded exceedingly to reflect upon. 

He could never have formed the leaſt 
Notion, had it not effectually anſwered 
upon the Experiment, of the ſurpriſing 
Management and Dexterity wherewith 
theſe People governed their little light 
Veſſels, formed only of the Barks of 
great Trees, ſewed together with Thongs 
ſtripped from thoſe of Saplings of the 
ſame Kinds. Now theſe, though they 
were ſo very light that a Man might 
fairly have ran away with a couple of 
them at a time, yet, when they were 
launched into the very Midſt of the 
Ocean, and there ſubjected to the Con- 
cuſſion of the moſt raging Winds, theſe 

F People 
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People had the Art of humouring them 


by the Poiſe of their Bodies, in ſo judi- 
cious a Manner, that let the Force either 
of the Wind or Water aſſault them, 
upon whatever Quarter, their Bodies, 
by the ſhift of their Poſition, were ever 
a Counter- balance to its Impetus, and 
kept the Conveyance ſteady; nor can 
it be conceived by any one, who never 
floated in one of theſe Machines, with 
what an incredible Celerity they will 
skim along, under the Impulſion of 
two ſmall Paddles only, and more eſpe- 
cially when the Wind is with them. 

It was a little before Break of Day 
that they made Land; and drawing up 
their Boats into a little Cove, under 
Shelter, went on Shore; but here the 
Priſoners were at as much Loſs as be- 
fore, for the Knowledge of where they 
were, and whether they were ever the 
nearer to the converſible Part of Man- 
kind; for as to their Captors, they were 
ſo far from ſuch, that their Dialect (if 
the confuſed Noiſe they made might be 
called ſo) being ſcarce articulate, there 


was no ſuch Thing as gueſſing at their 
Meaning. 


They 
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They had ſcarce been on Shore more 
than an Hour, before they were all col- 
lected into a large Circle, both Men and 
Women, to the Number of about Se- 
venty. Here being ſat down, the two 
Priſoners were placed in the Midft, and 
in their way ordered to ſtrip themſelves 
naked, but neither of them underſtand- 


ing what was commanded, a few of the 


Savages fell upon them, and tore off . 
their Cloaths by Piecemeal. 

This rough Ceremony but recalled to 
their Imaginations the terrible Appre- 
henſions of the preceding Day; nor had 
they the leaſt other Expectation than of 
inſtant Slaughter. As for Intreaties, they 
were but too ſenſible how vain a Thing 
it would be to employ them on Crea- 
tures obdured to Cruelty, and inſenſible 
of the Paſſion of Commiſeration. They 
looked upon them as acting under the 
Impulſe af Atrocity, nor further re- 
moved from the beſtial Tribe, than in 
that they proceeded with ſomewhat more 
Ceremony, though both with equal In- 
ſtinct for the appeaſing the Demands of 
their Appetites. 

The Priſoners ſtanding naked before 


the Company, little Notice ſeemed 2 
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be taken by any of them of Mr. Ta- 
cau-chee ; but ſeveral of them, both 
Men and Women aroſe, turned round 
about, and handled Mr. Faulconer on 


ſeveral Parts of his Body and Limbs, 


more eſpecially upon his Breaſt, Back, 

and "Thighs, till having ſatisfied them- 
ſelves therewith, he was drawn from the 
Center of the Circle, and made to it 
down on one Side of it, whilſt two of 
them, each with a heavy knotted Club, 


ſtepping up to Mr. Ya-cau-chee, at one 


Blow knocked him down to the Earth; 
which put a Period to his Life and 
Misfortunes together. This being done, 
the Body was removed to a diſtant Fire, 
whither the Canibals all retired, and ſoon 
after glutted their rapacious and unna- 
tural Appetites with the Remains of the 
unhappy Za-cau cbee. 

What, ſome Time after, moſt agree 
ably ſurprized Mr. Faulconen was, that 
the Company having finiſhed their horrid 
Meal, they by Degrees roſe up, and 
diſperſed themſelves, fome here, ſome 
there, leaving him with only about 
three of them, one of whom, by his 
Appearance, looked to be little leſs than 
a Hundred Years of Age. 


He 
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He now hoped for a Reſpite of Exe - 
cution of his Sentence, at leaſt for an- 
other Day, when he doubted not but 
the Aſſembly would again be collected 
to a Feaſting upon him, as they that 
Day had upon his Fellow Captive ; for 
two of the Savages who were left with 
him, and the old Man, leading him ſome 
Fifty Yards further, to the Skirts of a 
very thick Wood, he ſoon found him- 
ſelf at the End of his Journey, by the 
Number of Chains and Fetters he ſaw 
faſtened to the ſeveral Trees there, and 
to ſome of which were linked about four 
other unhappy Victims, deſtined, as he 
imagined, to future Sufferings. Here, 
having ſecured one of his Feet in their 
Shackles, they left him, to condole his 
Fate with his Fellow Priſoners. 

Poor Mr. Faulconer could not avoid 
the Diſcovery of his Dejection before his 
enchained Companions, though the Si- 
tuation he was then in ſeemed a Heaven 
to him to that he had juſt been removed 
from; for, by the Countenance of his 
Co-Captives, he could not but judge 
them to be Aſiatics, aud hoped for ſome 
little Mitigation of his Sorrows, from 

con- 
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converſing with them, if they ſhould 
but be capable of underſtanding each 
others Dialect. | | 
One of theſe Captives ſeeing, Mr. Faul- 
coner look very much diſ-ſpirited, began 
with him by asking ſome Queſtion, which 
though he could not clearly underſtand, 
yet he could obſerve the Similitude of 
Sound between it and that of the Mogul's 
Country, from which he came; but 
though he was not able to underſtand 
the Demandant, nor could have the leaſt 
Apprehenſion that the Queriſt would be 
able to diſcover his Meaning. from his 
Reply, yet he could not forbear to tell 
him ſo, in the Mogul's Language: At 
this, though the Queriſt ſhook his Head 
as ignorant of it, yet another of them 
looking briskly, and putting a . ee 
in the Mogul Tongue, by Mr. Faulconer's 


Anſwer to him, perceiving they could be 


capable of holding a Converſation to- 
gether, it proved the moſt agreeable 
Thing that, next to their Liberty, could 
well have happened to them. The 
Stranger then demanding of Mr. Faul- 
coner how long he had been a Captive to 
the Canibals, and by what Accident - 
ha 
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had fallen into their Power, he began, 
and. reported the Whole of his little 
Hiſtory to him, concluding with the 
tragical End of his only Companion, 
who ſuffered that very Day at their 
Hands; at the ſame Time magnifying 
Providence for his own Eſcape, though 
it ſhould prove but the prolonging of 
his Life for a ſingle Day more. | 
The Stranger obſerving him ſo thank- 
ful for ſo ſhort and unexpected Delay of 
his Sufferings, deſired him to take Cou- 
rage, and bear up with a good Heart; for 
that there were four of them then pre- 
ſent who would all ſuffer before him, he 
might aſſure himſelf. | 

To this Mr. Faulconer replied, that 
had it been the Cuſtom of thoſe Cani- 
bals (as he called them) to give Prefer- 
ence to the Captives of the longeſt 
ſtanding, his fellow Traveller would not 
have died before themſelves, who had 
been firſt taken by them. 

The Stranger then asking him whether 
his Companion was not a luſty and cor- 
pulent Man, Mr. Faulconer replied that 
he was. I could have anſwered myſelf, 

faid the Stranger, that he was more * 
than 
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than either of us are ; for had he been 
otherwiſe, he had not gone before us. 
Mr. Faulconer finding him 1o ready at 
his Anſwers, deſired the Stranger to in- 
form him, what more he might know of 
the Country they were in, and of its 
ſavage Inhabitants, their Manners and 
Cuſtoms; who after a ſhort Pauſe began. 


CHAP. IV. 


Maz-ur-bin's Account of the Canibals 
Cuſtoms. Maz-ur-bin ſelected to die 
next Day, Method of breaking their 
Chains. Fly. Ready to ſtarve. Pre- 
ſerved by a ſtrange Fruit. 


I Have already, Sir, ſaid the Stranger, 
1 been a Captive to theſe unſociable 
Man-eaters for the Space of Seventeen 
Months, till I have, by Degrees, almoſt 
made myſelf a perfect Maſter of their 
Language ; forgive me the Uſe of the 
Word ; for though it correſponds with 
no known Rules, yet they, as the Birds 
and Beaſts do, underſtanding each other 
by the Difference of their Sounds, it is 
as expreſſive and ſignificant of the _ 
they 
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they have as yet found out to put it to, 
as the moſt methodically digeſted Speech 
is to thoſe who underſtand better. 
Jam able, I ſay, added he, to con- 
verſe with theſe People by their own 
Sounds, having learnt their Signifi- 
cation from the oldeſt Man amongft 
them, the very ſame who aſſiſted at 
conducting you hither juſt now; who 
having, either from the Length of Time 
that he has been accuſtomed to me, or 
from whatever other Motive I am ig- 
norant, taken a Sort of Fancy to me, 
has informed me of ſeveral of the No- 
tions they go upon, from none of which 
they ever vary. : 
This old Creature and I, you muſt 
know, ſaid Mr. Maz-ur-bin (for ſo he 
expreſſed his Name to Mr. Faulconer) 
have often fat by the Half Day to- 
gether, chatting over the Affairs of his 
Tribe ; for the younger of them mak- 
ing frequent Excurſions to divers diſtant 
Parts, in ſearch of their Prey, and he 
being no way able to accompany them, 
has often been left alone upon this little 


Iſland, with no other Companion than 
myſelf. t 
| I 
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1 would that might once prove my 
Caſe, ſaid Mr. Faulconer, I could maſter 
him, I am perſuaded ; nor ſhould he 
eſcape with his Life, but upon the Aſ- 
ſurance of my_own Liberty, fl 

We muſt not conceive, Sir, ſaid Mr. 
Maz-ur-bin, that becauſe theſe People 
have not formed themſelves into regular 
Societies, under ſome one or more Go- 
vernors, nor have Arts and Sciences 


flouriſhing amongſt them, that they are 


therefore devoid of common Capacity, 
or that neceſſary Policy requiſite for 
their Self Preſervation. Nature itſelf, ſub- 
jet to very ſlight Refinement, is ſuffi- 
cient for their Inſtruction in theſe Points, 


nor are they more wanting in them, than 


we are; for though no two can be freer, 
or more familiar together than he and 1 


are, when the Tribe are at home, and 


the Iſle is full of People; yet no ſooner 
are they departed, than *wware Hawk, he 
comes no more within the Reach of 
my Chain till they return again. 

Now, as I was complaming one Day 
to this old Fellow, added he, of the 
Cruelty of his Country-Folk, in deſtroy- 
ing Creatures of the ſame Species with 
themſelves, though not of the ſame 
Country; 
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Country; and telling him that we ought 
all to love one another, as well Strangers 
as thoſe born amongſt us, being all but 
the Workmanſhip of one Superior Be- 
ing; he laughed heartily at me, ſaying, 
that whatever Part of the World I came 
from, he was ſure that the Inhabitants 
were a very ſtupid Sort of People, and 
vaſtly timorous, to imagine there was 
any thing that ought to have Dominion 
over them. His Nation, he ſaid, were 
over all the World; and as every thing 
in it was for their Uſe, ſo all that were 
not of their Country, were but as Pro- 
viſion for them; but added, that they 
muſt be hard ſet indeed, before they 
would feed upon all Skin and Bone, with- 
out any Fleſh, I asked him what he 
meant by that; to which he replied, 

ſuch Sort of Meat as I was; ſignifying 
to me, that my Skin would rather harden 
at the Fire and dry up, than criſp as a 
fleſhly Perſon's would; and that, had I 
been more fleſhy, I ſhould long before 
have made a good Meal for his Country- 


Folks: So that this being their Way of 


Reaſoning, added he, A you being 
leaner than I am, I preſume I ſaid not 
amiſs, when I told you we-ſhould all be 


eaten 
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eaten before you : Now, for this very 
Cauſe alſo it was, that your Companion, 
whom you ſay was fleſhier than any of 
us, was the firſt devoured of us all. | 

Mr. Faulconer asked him, if he knew 
whitherto their Excurſion had tended, 
the Day that they took him Priſoner ; 
but he knew no more than Mr. Faulconer 
did; only added, that their Voyages 
were all made in the Night; for that the 
old Canibal had told him, that they had 
a long time before ſeen a large Thing, 
which from his Deſcription, Mr, Maz- 
ur-bin took for a Ship, in the Day-time, 
and being terrified at it, would never be 
perſuaded to croſs the Sea again but in 
the Night, when they imagined thoſe 
great Things were aſleep, 

Mr. Faulconer inquired, whether they 
had not any Towns within Land, where 
for the moſt Part their Women and 
Children reſided ; for that he had ſeen 
but few of the former, and none of the 
latter amongſt them. 

The very Queſtion, ſaid Maz-ur-bin, 
that I one Day put to old Gruſbee, (he 
calling the old Man ſo) who replied, 
that he knew of no more than what were 
always together ; that the Women were 

very 


y 


— The IN NOCCENT SUFFERER, 49 


very fertile; but one of them ſerving 
many Men, they choſe not to encumber 
themſelves with too many Mouths, that 


they might the more readily be provided 


for; ſo that moſt of the Children were 
eaten upon their firſt Birth, ſave now and 
then a Boy or Girl, which as their Num- 
ber decreaſed, were preſerved, to keep 
up about their old Stock; adding, that 
the old Man ſeemed to think they acted 
with the higheſt Conſideration and Pru- 
dence in fo doing. 

Maz-ur-bin's Account of Things 
ſhocked Mr. Faulconer prodigiouſiy; but 
what of all the reſt gave him the moſt 
acute Concern, and ſo he told Maz-ur- - 
bin, was, to imagine that he might linger 
on, poſlibly, for Years ſtill, under his 
preſent Captivity ; for that he ſhould 
ever grow tatter, he conld yield no Cre- 
dit to, having ever, from his Infancy, 


inclined to a peculiar Leanneſs: But 


added, that if from an Exceſs of Feed- 
ing, it was but poſſibie to gather Fleſh 
at pleaſure, he would chearfully make 
it his ſole Exerciſe, that he might invite 
them to his ſpeedy Diſpatch, rather than 
draw out a molt irkfome Life, to a te- 
dious Continuance in their Shackles. 
Vol. II. D Mr. 
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Mr. Faulconer had now been upwards 


of three Months upon this Iſland, if fo 
it was, as the old Man had reported it 


during which Time, great Numbers of 


Perſons had been lain, and eaten by 


them, as had been Mr, Maz-ur-bin's 
three Companions; but now, Trading 
growing dead, after two or three ſuc- 
ceſsleſs Voyages to different Parts, and 
bringing nothing home with them, a 
Deputation was ſent to the ſurviving 
Captives, to report to the main Body, 
which of them was fitteſt for the next 
Day's Entertainment; but which of the 
two they had pitched upon was not 
known to the Priſoners. till the old Man 


called upon Maz-ur-bin, to let him 


know that he was to die next Day; and 
that out of the peculiar Regard he bore 
him, he would partake of the Repaſt, 
and bear about him a Part of his Beard, 
in perpetual Remembrance of him. 
Maz-ur-bin would. fain have per- 
ſuaded the old Man, that the only Way 
he could expreſs his Regard for him by, 
would be, to intreat his Tribe that he 
might eſcape Death, or at leaſt, if they 
were under any particular Streight for 
Proviſions, that they would make but 
ONE 
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which at firſt View mult be as apparent 
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one other Voyage in ſearch of it, which, 
if it ſhould not proſper to their Wiſhes, 
then he would, as in a Caſe of ſuch Ne- 
ceſſity, lay down his Life freely for 


their Service: But all that he could urge 


to the contrary could not prevail with 
old Gruſhee to think it was not merito- 
rious in him, to die for the ſake of his 
Betters; ſo that he left him. 

No ſooner was old Gruſbee departed, 
than Ma- ur- bin began to bewail himſelf 
in the moſt lamentable Manner to Mr. 
Faulconer; not that he was more fearful 


of the Act of dying, he ſaid, than 


others; but as Death, when it came ca- 
ſually, the Strolce was to be reſolutely 
received; ſo when it was pre- ordained at 


a Time limited, Human Nature could 


not but ſhrink at the Thoughts of its 

proaching Diſſolution; for as much as 
there was ever more Terror in the pre- 
ceding Solemnity of Death, than in the 
Act itſelf of dying. 


Mr. Faulconer replied, that in his 


Judgment, the Time was but unpro- 
upon ſtating that Caſe, 


to all others as to himſelf; and eſpe- 


cially where no deſcanting upon it could 
= - create 
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create the leaſt Alteration in its Circum- 
ſtances. As for his Part, he ſaid, as 
they had now the whole Night before 
them, in his Opinion it would become 
them to concert ſome: Means for reco- 
vering their Freedom; nor was he b. 
ſolutely without Hope of Succeſs in it. 

Maz-ur-bin, at this Speech, n 
up his Spirits from their Reverie, O! 
my good dear Friend, ſaid he, delay not 
to propole the Means, nor doubt of both 
my Hand and Heart conjoining with 
you; but flatter me not, I beſeech you, 
with foundationleſs Projects, which, tho” 
elevating in their firſt Diſplay, will but 
cruſh my Aſpirings the more, from heir 
ineffectual Procels. _ | 

You ſee, added Aland that we 
are chained here with Links of Iron, 
too infrangible in themſelves for our feeble 
Efforts; nor will it be poſſible for us 
to eſcape, till firſt we ſhall have diſunited 
theſe Links. If then there appears to 
you any Poſſibility of this, why delay we 
to attempt it? if not, let us not feed 
our idle Fancies upon the Hope that 
muſt fail us. 

Mr. Faulconer told him, he was certain 
he could free them both, by a — 
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he had in his Mind, whereby he would 
engage, to break ſome of the Links of 
their Chains aſunder, if he would but 
ſtoutly join, and apply himſelf to it. 
This Maz-4r-bin promiſing to do, Mr. 
Faulconer having in his Eye a Piece of 
a Bough, of extreme heavy and hard 
Wood, like Brazil, with much ado, by 
beating its Bark off, reduced it to a 
fufficient Size for entering one of the 
wideſt Links of Maz-ur-bin's Chain. 
Here having placed it, with one Hand 
at each End of it, he began to twiſt it 
round, till Maz-ar-biz cried. out, that 
he would break his Leg infallibly, if he 
offered to proceed any further. 3 
A little Reflection, and a View of his 
Caſe, informed them, that unleſs Maz-- 
ur- bin himſelf could turn round at the 
fame Time that the Chain upon his Leg 
did, their Scheme mult be dropt, as in- 
competent; wherefore, not to be foiled 
for lack of any Means within the Reach 
of Poſſibility, as Mr. Faulconer con- 
tinued twiſting, Mag ur- bin turned Heels 
over Head, to keep Pace in the Round 
with him, till he was ſick ready to die, 
by the Unuſualneſs of the Motion; nor 
could he continue the Exercife any longer, 
_ D 3 — 
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he ſaid, might he gain the whole World 
by it. 
Mr. Faulconer then viewing him as 
he lay, and penetrating into the Cauſes 
of the Matter required, defired him only 
to remain flat upon his Back, and by 
humouring the Twiſt of the Chain, to - 
ſuffer the Locket that encompaſſed his 
Ancle to turn round it, as the Chain it- 
ſelf turned. This doing, they found it 
exactly to anſwer the ſame Purpoſe with 
the laborious Exerciſe he had before en- 
gaged in. They had now twiſted the 
Chain till they could move it no further, 
and were fearful of being foiled at laſt ; 
but ſtill perſevering, Force and Patience, 
in the Concluſion, ſnapping one of the 
Links, Maz-ur-bin by - Degrees gained 
his Freedom. | 
Claſping then Mr. Faulconer in his 
Arms, Ol my Guardian Angel! ſaid 
he, how ſuperlatively happy have you 
rendered me ; though my Joys will never 
be complete, till I have alfo releaſed you 
from your deteſtable Durance. Nay, I 
have determined in my own Mind un- 
leſs you alſo can be freed, and accom- 
pany me in my Flight, never to ſtir from 
you; but rather to deliver myſelf * 
the 
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the Hands of theſe Canibals, though De- 
ſtruction waits me there, than by eſcaping 
myſelf, to leave you to ſuffer in my 
ſtead. 
Mr. Faulconer thanking him, directe 
him how to apply the Stick as he had 
before done, having firſt choſen out a 
fair Link for their Purpoſe ; then laying 
himſelf along, he alſo humoured the 
Twiſt with his Bandage round his Ancle, 
till the Chain between the Stick and the 
Tree was incapable of further Move- 
ment, and then Mr. Faulconer riſing to 
his Aſſiſtance, at the very firſt Strain 
that they took with their conjoined Force, 
the Bandage that encompaſſed the Tree 
breaking off, they both proclaimed them- 
ſelves free Men. | 
T hey had greatly fatigued themſelves 
under ſo much unaccuſtomed Exerciſe ; 
but the preſent happening to be the worſt 
of Times for propoſing to recover them- 
ſelves in, fince the ruddy Streamers of 
the Morning were juſt beginning to ſig- 
nifty their Approach by a preceding 
Glimmer of Whiteneſs, each Man ga- 
thering up his Chain in his Hand, the 
ſole Luggage they had to take with 
them, they made the beſt of their Way 
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through the Woods ; nor ever ftopt 
they, even for Breath, or to look be- 


hind them, nll, in a direct ſtrait March, 


they had meaſured as much Ground 
as their Legs could ſtraddle over; 
but as your Connoiſſcurs of the Turf are 
ſo nice as by no means to over-weię ht 


their Cattle, though by a ſingle Pound, 


or a few Qunces, fo poor Faulconer was 


never in his Life more ſenſible of their 
exquiſite. Judgment in that Point, than 


in his preſent Flight; for Maz-ur-bin's. 


Chain ſnapping at the forced Link, he 
had but half his Chain to carry ; but 
Mr. Faulcener's breaking from the very 
Tree, he was burdened by its whole 
Length, which, though ſeeming incon- 
ſiderable to him at his firſt Outſet, yet 
every Ounce weighed a full Pound, and 
hindered him equally to that Weight, 
towards the Concluſion of his Journey. 
Having fled fo far as their Legs would 
carry them, they laid themſelves down, 
both hot, ſpent, and weary, upon a large 


Parcel of withered Sedges, by the Side 


of a {mall Rivulet. Here Nature craving 
Refreſhment, they agreed that one of 
them only ſhould ſleep at a time, whilſt 
the other watched, and ſo alternately 3 

leſt 
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leſt upon a Purſuit, they ſhould be ſur- 
prized without Notice; but though we 
muſt allow the Reſolve to have been 
well made, fo far were they from keep- 
ing it, that but few Minutes had paſſed 
betore- they were both fait hampered 1 in 
the Bonds of Oblivion, from which they 
gained no Releaſe till late in the enſuing 

Night, or rather early on the following 
Morning; when, though they found. 
themſelves amply refreſhed in theirLimbs, 
from the Repoſe they had gained, yet 
the inſatiable Demand of their Stomachs 
tormented them fo, that they could not 
but perſuade themſelves of their having 
ſtudiouſly avoided one Death, only to 
fall as certainly, but in a more tedious 
and afflicting Manner, by another. 

As they had no Time to loſe, they 
were ſoon upright, and ſtirring again; 
but (though they felt little of it as they 
fart in Diſcourfe together) no ſooner had 
they put themſelves in Motion, than 
they each found his chained Leg f fore, 
and rubbed by the Socket, that ey 
could ſcarce make a Walk of it, whilit 
the Tron continued to fret them at every 
Step they took; however, as this was 
no way to be avoided but by fitting ſtill, 
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which at the Hazard of their Lives only 
was to be attempted; they forced them- 
ſelves upon a March, under an Exceſs of 
Torture, till towards Evening, when 
they fell in with a Plantation of a Sort 
of Fruit they had never before been ac- 
quainted with. Theſe they were deter- 
{ mined to refreſh themſelves upon, and 
fo took up their Station for that Night 
within =q Shelter, in the midſt of a 
Chump of Buſhes there. 
They were very cautious how they 
taſted this new Dainty, it reſembling in 
every external Proportion the Citron, 
ſave only that it was of a deep Red 
Colour, wherever it was expoſed to the 
Sun : Its Subſtance was exceedingly high 
reliſhed, and of a very fleſhy Contex- 
ture: It yielded but little Moiſture, nor 
- did each ſeveral Fruit contain more than 
a few Mouthfuls, its Meat being bur 
thinly diſperſed over a very large and 
flattiſh Stone. 
They eat ſeveral of theſe, which mi- 
niſtered greatly to their Refreſhment, be- 
fore they had once the Thought to 
crack the Stone; nor indeed was it a 
Matter of little Difficulty upon the Ex- 
per ment, they were ſo very thick and 
hard; 
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hard; but at laſt, by ſeveral Blows upon 
large Stones, as they held them flatwiſe 
in the Hollow of their Hands, having 
maſtered them,- they were aſtoniſhed at 
the Elegancy they preſented them with; 
for every one of theſe Stones contained a 
milk-white Kernel of about two Ounces 
Weight, ſo deliciouſly flavoured and 
tender, as they had never met with any 
thing before that could be compared 
with it; nor made they now the 
leaſt Difficulty of ſubſiſting themſelves, 
for any Space of Time whatever, upon 
theſe, provided they could meet with a 
Supply of them, thro' the Remainder 
of their Journey; having determined 
{in caſe the Land they were upon ſhould 
prove an Iſland, as old Gruſbee had in- 
tormed them) to gain the furthermoſt 
Point of it before they ſtopt. 
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Free them ſelves from their Fetters, Sur- 
prized by a Monſter, Kill it. Feaſt 
thereon. Are fick. Come” to the Sea. 
Refleftion on Man's Unſteadineſs. Re- 
ſolve to attempt their Liberty by Sea, 


Hazardous Enterprize. Gain the O- 
cean. Loſe Sight of the Ifland. 


H E Pain they had travelled in 

during the whole Day, through 
tlie Weight, and Friction of their Irons 
againſt their Legs, had brought them 
to a Reſolution for attempting to diſen- 
cage themſelves from them, before they 
proceeded any further in their Journey ; 
nor could any Place prove more agree- 
able for that Vurpoſe than where they 
then were, in the midſt of a Plenty of. 
Proviſions ; ; ſo that compoſing them- 
{-ives for that Night, they ſet their In- 
vention upon the Tenters, ſo ſoon as 
they awoke in the Morning, for Ways 
and Means to extricate themſelves from 
their Difficulty z but after Abundance of 
Conſideration, no one Method ſeemed 


ſo fcaible as grinding away the Metal 


by 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER. 6 
by Degrees, with ſome of the rough 
Stones, of which there was vaſt Plenty 
diſperſed over all that Part of the 
Count. (tete ee 
Though our Travellers were now re- 
moved ſo many Miles from the Place of 
their Confinement, yet could they by no 
Means judge themſelves freed from Re- 
ſtraint, whilſt they dragged their Chains 
after them. This ſet them to work 
with the more Alacrity, in Hopes of 
the Loſs of them for ever; but though 
Alacrity may be ever ſo requiſite for the 
Furtherance of great Enterprizes, yet of 
all the Qualities of the Human Mind, 
Patience ſeemed to be ſo neceſſary for 
carrying them through their Work, that 
however they were furniſned with it, 
they feared it would be put to the Tor- 
ture, e' er they ſhould have compleated it. 
The firſt Step that they took was, 
breaking thoſe large rough Stones I hive 
juſt mentioned, one againſt the other, and 
collecting as many ſharp Edges as each 
could, and with theſe they began their 
Work, dipping them into Water, and 
rubbing their Edges in one continued 
Line croſs the Iron Work. In this 
Operation they were compelled to uſe 
= the 
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the utmoſt Exactneſs and Nicety ; firſt, 
not to vary from the Place they ſat out 

n, and then, to avoid injuring their 
own Fleſh, by the Grit of the Stones 
agamſt it. 

Though they wrought with the utmoſt 
Sedulity, they had made but ſmall Pro- 
greſs by Noon that Day; nor had the 
preciſeſt Caution they could poſſibly 
make uſe of, prevented many — 
Scratches to their Fleſh, which to heighten 
their Perplexity and Torment, were filled 
up by the Grit of the Stone, as it crum- 
bled off, and lodged upon them. 

Theſe Difficulties, in many other 
Caſes, might have diſcouraged Perſons 
leſs reſolved, from the Undertaking ; but 
the Premium in Expectation for the Con- 
querors, inſpired them with ſuch Perſe- 


verance, that the more Dangers pre- 


ſented in the Operation, the more Zeal 
expreſſed they for the Execution; till, 
after a whole Day's hard Labour, and 
the Endurance of the moſt acute An- 
guiſh for moſt Part of the Time, they 
at length both unhampered their Heels 
from Limbo. Having now waſhed the 
Stone and Sand from their Wounds, they 
looked upon themſelves as new Creatures, 
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and pleaſed themſelves with the approach- 
ing Delight they ſhould proſecute their 

Walk with in the Morning. 

It was with no ſmall Regret that they 
left ſo fruitful a Spot as they were then 
in, for a Country whoſe Product they 
were Strangers to; nor whether they 
ſhould meet with any thing there to ſub- 
fiſt upon, could either of them anſwer ; 
but as their main Deſign depended al- 
together upon reaching the oppoſite 
Coaſt of the Ifland, they again ſet for- 
wards, under no greater a Supply of 
their Fruit, than they could carry ſingle 
in their Hands, and under their Arms; 
for the poor Creatures were not Maſters 
of the leaſt Rag in Nature to cover their 
Nakedneſs with. 

They had now ſpent nine Days in 
downright Walking, as near as ever their 
Obſervations could direct them, right 
forwards ; having husbanded their Fruit 
exceeding ſparingly, for ſeveral of the 
firſt Days ſince their Departure from the 
Plantation; but for the three laſt, their 
Fruit failing, they had ſubſiſted upon 
Leaves and Plants. Approaching then 
to a Stream, and being very faint and 
languid, they choſe rather to reſt them - 


ſelves 
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ſelves on this Side of it, though ſome 


Hours earlier in the Day than their 


uſual Halt, than to expoſe themſtlves to 


the Quickneſs of the Current in their 


then weak Condition: fo that taking 


each of them a Sip: of the Water, they 


laid them down at a little Diſtance from 


its Banks, in the midſt of a large Spot 
of Flags and Ruſhes, which they ima- 
gined to have grown there, occaſioned 


by the Overflowing of the River in the 


wet Seaſons, and the Settlement of the 


Land Waters there; though it was then 


perfectly dry, and hard at Bottom. 


When they had ſettled themſelves for 


ſome Turk, and began to compare 


Notes Wg ether; _ agreed, that the 


Water they had drank had left a Brack- 
iſnneſs in their Throats ; from whence 
they both hoped, that the River before 
them muſt run into the Ocean; and 
judged by the Water, that the Tide 
muſt have nearly reached fo far as they 
were; and that another Day, if their 


Strepgth would hold out for Travel, 


would place them upon the Sea-Coaſt, 
where poſſibly they might meet with 
Shell-Fiſh of ſome Kind or other; for 
their Suſtenance, 


They 
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They flept ſweetly all Night ; but 
Mr. Maz-ur-bin waking firſt, juſt at 
Day-break was extravagantly ſurprizec. 
at a Ruſtling which he heard at a ſmall 
Diſtance from them: Liſtening then 
more attentively, and imagining it to 
be moving towards him, he doubted not 
but that the Canibals were in ſearch after 
them, and that nothing but the Heighth 
of the Flags had prevented their being 
ſurprized in their Sleep. 

Though he durſt not ſhew himſelf, 
yet he judged it not proper to ſuffer his 
Companion to ſleep any longer, leſt 
theſe bloody Creatures ſhould be upon 
them; ſo jogging Mr. Faulconer two or 
three Times, he at length awoke him; 
when, leſt he ſhould, by ſpeaking too 
loud, diſcover them to their Purſuers, 
he held up his Finger, and beckoning to 
him, at length whiſpered his Surmile to 
him, and deſired him alſo to liſten. 

He did ſo; and by the continued 
Noiſe, they were both ſoon confirmed 
in the Belief of its proceeding from no- 
thing leſs than their Purſuers in ſearch 
after them. They knew. not whether 
it would be better to riſe and ſhew them- 
ſelves, reſolutely inſiſting upon their De- 
4 tence, 
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fence, or whether the Heighth of the 
Flags might not ſtill obſcure them, if the 
Search ſhould paſs but at ever ſo little 
Diſtance from them, in caſe they re- 
mained ſtill couchant ; but whilſt they 
were debating in their own Minds, un- 
der the moſt diſmal Apprehenſions for 
their Safety, the Ruſtling coming nearer, 
and the Tops of the Flags ſhaking cloſe 
by them, the Terror they were under 
rouſing them, they both ruſhed for- 
wards towards the Noiſe, in hopes, b 
the Suddenneſs of their Appearancs, 1 
to confound their Enemies, that they 
might the more eaſily 3 them to 
Flight. But what was their own Stu- 
pefaction! when, inſtead of their ſup- 
poſed Enemies, they found themſelves 
forced upon an Engagement with ano- 
ther, far more dreadful to behold, nor 
leſs. pernicious in its Conſequences, than 
that they would fain have avoided; 
for fo ſhocking a Creature preſented to 
them, with his Viſage erected againſt 
them, as Fancy itſelf could fearce have 
repreſented. | 
They were, at firſt Sight of this Mon- 
ſter, ſo diſmayed, that they had neither 
Power to move onwards, or retreat, _ 
by 
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they had a little recollected themſelves ; 
but then better. Judgment forbad the 
latter; for the Creature ſtanding upon 
his Fore Legs, to the Heighth of about 
a Yard, with his Eyes glaring full at 
them, they diſputed not but that at the 
Inſtant they ſhould begin to fly, he would 
ſpring forward, and ſeize upon one of 
them. TE 
This kept them for a conſiderable 
Time without a Foot ſtirring, till grow- 
ing more familiar with a Creature who 
ſeemed not to aim at. aſſaulting them, 
they gently ſtepped a few Paces back- 
wards, ſtill keeping their Faces towards 
him: till the Creature, no leſs terrified 
than themſelves, believing himſelf out 
of their Reach, began gently to move 
about for avoiding them ; but now ſee 
the Alteration that a minuter View of 
Things can immediately introduce to | 
Mankind; for no fooner had our Fugi- i 
tives beheld the back Parts of this Ani- | 
mal, which upon his withdrawing he } 
trailed behind him, and from thence aſ- 9 
ſured themſelves of the Security they | 
were under, from the leaſt Danger they | 
could be in from him, than- inſtead of | 
flying him, their next Step was to look | 


out, 
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out for a Collection of Stones with which 
they might knock him on the Head 
having already, in Speculation, promiſed 
themſelves a moſt elegant Meal of him. 
As the Monſter could move but 
ſlowly, nor readily , turn about, they 
were under no great Feat 'bf loſing him, 
though they ſhould part from the Sight 
of him for a ſhort Space; nor was it 
long before they re- appeared to him, ſo 
well armed as even to ſtop the little Pro- 
greſs he could otherwiſe have made; 
for with a few of the heavy Stones they 
had picked up, they ſoon gave him his 
Quietus. 

The next Debate was, how they 
ſhould prepare this deſirable Morlſel for 
the Tooth; when it ſtarted to Mr. Faul- 
coner, that they had no Fire. Maz-ur- 
bin ſaid, that could they but any ways 
get the Skin from his Back, he ſhould, 
in the preſent Dearth of Food, and cra- 
ving of his Appetite, make not the leaſt 
Heſitation of eating him raw; but now 
the Sun beginning to grow hot upon 
them, they agreed to convey their Game 
to a little Cover, to their Right, and ad- 
journ the Debate till they ſhould. arrive 


there. 
What 
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What was now to be done, in the 
Abſence of a Knife, or other cutting 
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did they conceive, that if they ſhould 
bring themſelves to that, they could be 
able to tear at:alundere.:. nd only 

They at length concluded upon ſitting, 
down, with-each of them his Feet placed 
to the ſame Tree, but on oppoſite Sides 
one to the other, (for they had each 
tried with the bare Strength of their 
Arms before) when each taking hold of 
one of the Legs, and fwaying back his 
Body, by the Force of their Legs againſt 
the Tree, and their Arms againſt each 
other, they would endeavour to pluck 
the Shoulders from the Body, if the 
Toughneſs of the Hide was not too 
many for them; but if, notwithſtanding, 
they ſnould not be able to divide them, 
they would then deſert the Creature, 
© croſs. the River, and ſeek further for 
Food on the other Side of it. 

It was not till the third Pull that they 
could make any thing of it; when ſtrain- 
ing very forcibly, and the Skin upon the 

Breaſt 
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Breaſt cracking, they ſoon made further 
Way into it; then, with their Nails, 
fleaing off the Skin, they tore off a 
Shoulder for each, and to work they 
went with it, as to the moſt delicious 
Morſel they had ever in their Lives 
taſted. | 

In ſhort, they fed thereon ſo heartily, 
that having drank ſeveral Times in 
croſſing the River, they were ſo ſick as 
to fear they ſhould both have died, ſoon 
after their landing upon the oppoſite 
Bank; but the Diſcharge proved ſo vio- 
lent, at length, that in a ſhort Time they 
grew as well as ever again ; nay, what is 
very ſurpriſing is, that though neither 
of them could imagine, but if it was 
poſſible, they muſt have voided more 
during that Evacuation, than they had 
before eaten, yet they travelled for the 
Remainder of the whole Day, without 
the leaſt further craving for Food, ſeem- 
ing finely refreſhed by the Meal they had 
made; and juſt as they had before 
ſuſpected, towards Evening they obtained 
the moſt enlivening Proſpect of the Sea, 
that they had ſo anxiouſly all along 
ſought after, A 
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A State of abſolute Tranquillity, ab- 
ſtracted from thoſe Tempeſts, that cauſe 
ſuch Vaſtation in the Minds of Men, is 
wholly incompatible with the human 
Syſtem ; nor can we, therefore, ſuppoſe 
our Fugitives ſhould entirely enjoy it. 
They had 1o deeply lamented their Cap- 
tivity, that could they but obtain a Diſ- 
charge from that, no Creatures would 
be more joyous than themſelves. Their 
Purpoſe was anſwered, as to their firſt 
Requeſt; but who could enjoy himſelf 
with a Chain at his Heels? This was 
removed, but in a few Days the Mur- 
mur was renewed, at their periſhing for 
Hunger : Nay, even this laſted not, for 
they were ſated by the Fleſh of the Beaſt 
they had killed, which was ſo unexpect- 
ed a Happineſs as muſt for ever crave 
an Acknowledgment ; but whilſt the 
Fleſh was yet between their Teeth, ſcarce 
_ chewed, they were ſick of the very Bleſ- 
ſing, even to Death's Door, and loathed 
it. The Sea had all along been a Pro- 
ſpect the moſt deſirable of all others ; 
nor ſeemed ought, fave that, wanting to 
compleat their Felicity; when lo ! it 
{preads itſelf to their View; but for want 
of the Sight of Ships there, the 5 — 
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| 
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Ocean, as to their Particular, anſwered 


no Manner of Purpoſe in the Creation. 
Thus are we poor ſtupid Mortals for 


ever unthankful for what we may enjoy, 


and perplexedly anxious for what we 
may not; for even the laſt Deſirable, 
obtained, is uſeleſs, whilſt a further Wiſh 
remains behind. 

They had traverſed the Sea-Shore for 
ſome Weeks, gaining Subſiſtence along 
the Sands; but no Veſſel appearing, 
they began to deſpair” of any, and con- 
cluded, that thoſe Seas were no Road to 
any trading Parts, and that therefore 
their ſole future Expectation muſt center 
m living like Beaſts, and picking up 
their Food from the Surplus of Nature's 
Liberality. 

Their whole Time almoſt was now 
ſpent in theſe and the like Complaints, 
and had been ſo for ſome Time, when 
growing deſperate through Vexation at 
the Hardſhip of their Fate, Mr. Faul- 
coner being able to reſt no where long, 
for Thought of his dear Olympia, at 
length asked Maz-ur-bin, whether he 
would ſecond him in a bold Adventure, 
for either Death or Liberty? Maz-ur- 


bin caught at the Sound, aſſuring Mr. 


Faulconer 
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Faulconer, that he could not dare to at- 
tempt that Thing wherein he would not 
participate, provided it appeared but 
feaſible, let the Hazard be ever ſo dan- 
gerous. 

Hereupon Mr. Faulconer diſcloſed to 
him a Scheme, which he had long re- 
tained in his Brain, of venturing them- 
ſelves to Sea, in two of the Canibals 
little Craft, where, if Providence wrought 
in their Favour, they might poſſibly fall 
into the Way of ſome Veſſel to take 
them up, and preſerve them; if not, he 
ſaid, they could but periſh there, as well 
as elſewhere; and was that at laſt to be 
their Fortune, the ſooner it overtook 
them the better, in his Opinion. 

Maz-ur-bin not being able to pro- 
pole a more plauſible Scheme, forthwith 
gave into this; nor had they long deli- 
berated upon it, before they began their 
Return to the Canibals Quarter; taking 
with them, in little Baskets they had 
made whilſt upon the Coaſt, from the 
Flags and Ruſhes there, as many of the 
Sea Shell-Fiſh as they hoped would 
maintain them till their Arrival at the 
Plantation of Fruit they had ſo regaled 
uron in their Way thither: But alas 

VoI. II. E they 
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they had made a moſt inconſiderate 


Reckoning; for not a ſingle Fiſh had 


they in their whole Cargo, but what 
ſtunk ſo intolerably before the enſuing 
Evening, that they were obliged to 
throw them all away, and again truſt to 
the Leaves and Herbs only that they 
could pick up in their Journey; but the 
Fruit, when they had attained it, made 
up for the prior Miſcarriage z and here 
they tarried two or three Days, to re- 
cruit their Vigour, well nigh exhauſted 
by their ſevere and ill- ſupplied Travel, 


They had hitherto, both in their firſt | 


Journey to the Sea, and alſo ſince, in 


their Return from it, confined their Walk 


to the Day-light only; but now they 
concluded upon lying by in the Day- 
time, and advancing with their Walk in 
the Night, that they might be the better 
ſecreted from the Eye of any ſtraggling 
Canibal, who might alarm the whole 
Tribe, and ſend them in Purſuit of them. 

Mr. Faulconer perfectly remembered 
how the Cove lay, into which they con- 
ſtantly ran their Boats; but then there 
would be no other Way of coming at 
it, than cloſely by the Savages Quarters; 
and what to think of that, they could 


not 
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not ſay z for ſhould a ſingle Perſon be 
awake as they ſhould paſs by, it would 
be as much as their Lives were worth to 
be ſeen by him; and amongft ſo many 
of them, as upon the firſt Night of Mr. 
Faulconer's landing he had obſerved to 
lie ſpreading over the whole Coaſt, near 
their Veſſels, it would be the moſt ſur- 
priſing Thing in Nature, ſhould they all 
be overwhelmed, at the Inſtant of their 
coming, in profound Sleep. 

This hazardous Enterprize was well 
worthy weighing, before, by a Neglect 
of due Caution, they ſhould have ven- 
tured too far for a Retreat ; but the 
more they conſidered it, the more was 
their Dread of the Danger they ſhould 
be expoſed to; the Reflection where- 
upon ſo unmanned them, as to cauſe 
them to weep inordinately ; for though 
Dangers afar off terrify not, in Propor- 
tion to their Diſtance only, but rather 
ſeem little to be regarded by us ; yer, 


when by their gradual Approaches, they 


are upon us, we ſhrink into ſo daſtardly 


a Dread, as to fall into Deſpair under 


them. | b 
They were within a ſhort Furlong of 
the Enemy's Quarters, when Reſolution 
E 2 for 
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for proceeding failing them, it was a 
Million to a Mite but they had with- 
drawn again to the interior Parts of the 
Country, had not Mr. Faulconer, as laſt 
arrived on the Iſland, and conſequently 
beſt apprized of the Situation of its Port, 
declared, that as he would undertake to 
guide Maz-ur-bin to the Boats, if he 
would follow him, ſo himſelf would 
lead the Van to the neareſt Coaſt above 
the Savages Quarters ; and either wading, 
or walking on the Sands, as the Tide 
ſhould happen to favour them, he would 
anſwer for it, they might reach the 
Boats as well, though not in ſo ſhort a 
Time, as by Land ; and by that Means 
be freed from all Suſpicion of their Ene- 
mies reconnoitering them. 

Mag- ur- bin, to whom any other Pro- 
poſal ſcreening them but effectually from 
the Canibals Notice, would have been 
equally acceptable, chimed in with this 
directly; nor wanted they another Mo- 


ment for Motives to drive it to Exe- 


cution. i 
They deſcended the Beech into the 
Water, about Breaſt-high, with the Tide 
riſing upon them; nor would either of 
them have ever arrived at the Boats, had 
not 
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not the Shore riſen very 'much for the 
moſt Part of their Walk of near Half a 
Mile upon the Sands ; but not only the 
Aſcent of the Shore aided them, but by 
that Time they had each of them boarded 
a ſeveral Boat, and had ſhoved out a 
little Way, the Tide ebbing, they were 
not long, by humouring the Reflux of 
the Waters, before they were fairly 
ſhipped out to Sea, and by full Day- 
light, as they fat ſo cloſe to the Surface 
of the Ocean, they had loſt all Sight of 
the Ifland, 


C HAP 


Are in ſhocking Circumſtances, Maz- ur- 
bin's Reflection at eating his laſt Fruit. 
Agree to feed ſparingly. Separated by 
a Storm, Mr, Faulconer*'s Concern 
for Loſs of Maz-ur-bin. He is ſur- 
prized at what he took for a great 
Fiſh, Meets a wrecked Man floating, 
Takes him in. 


8 ELV no two poor Wretehes 


ever embarked upon a more extrava- 
gant Expedition, than did Mr. Faulconer, 
and his Companion Maz-ar-bin. Their 
E © En- 
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Endeavour, and ſole inſtant View was, 
only to loſe all Sight of the Iſland of 
their Captivity, that their Enemies, at 
the ſame Time, might be deprived of 
the Sight of them, and of all Know- 
ledge of the Rout they had taken ; but 
what was to become of them in the Boſom 
of the Ocean, or whitherto they ought 
to ſteer, were Matters that had hitherto 
given them not the leaſt Concern; till 
finding themſelves, as they concluded, 
out of Danger from their late Enemies, 
they began to ruminate upon their pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, and the Difficulties 
that muſt moſt probably be attendant 
thereon ; nor could they at beſt reſolve 
them into more, than that, ſhould the 
Uncertainty of the watry Element ſpare 
them, Hunger itſelf muſt deftroy them, 
fo ſoon as the few Fruits which were left 
in their Baskets ſhould be conſumed by 
them; nor could theſe, amounting to no 
more than a Dozen and half, at the 
ſhorteſt Allowance, laſt many Days. 
What was the ſevereſt of all their 
Afflictions (now they began to think at 
all) was that they had not a ſingle Drop 
of potable Water with them, neither had 
they before conſidered this, had * 
ea 
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keaſt Veſſel, or other Utenſil fit far 
retaining it, fave the little Egg-ſhell 


(as I may call it) that they fat in; 


but {till they judged themſelves happy, 
in that their ſolid Proviſion, conſiſting of 


Fruit, they might ſuck ſome Supply of 


Moiſture from thence, 

Another Thing that greatly diſturbed 
them was, that neither of them could 
frame the leaſt Gueſs towards what Point 
of the Compaſs the neareſt civilized Land 
lay; ſo that though they ſhould labour 
ever ſo hard at the Paddle, and make 
ever ſo much Way in a Day; yet, fo 
far might it be from proving advan- 
tageous to them, that they might either 
remove themſelves ſo much further out 
of the Courſe of all Succour, or perhaps 
nearer to ſome Shore as inhoſpitable as 
that they laſt avoided; and then, ſhould 
they deſiſt from rowing {ſtill forwards, 
and ſubmit to the mere Guidance of the 
Elements, what more hkely, they ima- 
gined, than that the Flux of the ſame 


Current, whoſe Reflux had aſſiſted their 


Flight from the Iſland, ſhould return 
them to the ſame deteſtable Iſland again. 
Under the Terror of theſe diſmal Ap- 
prehenſions, Life lingered on ſo tediouſly, 
. E 4 that 
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that they were almoſt at their Wits End; 
no Fatigue ever varied their Proſpect, 
nor offered the leaſt Gleam of Hope to 
their diſtracted Imaginations. 

They had been about ten Days thus 
floating, and had now no more than two 
Fruit left, which (ſeeing no Remedy 
before them in Prevention of their Cala- 
mities) they now reſolved to eat, and 
then ſubmit their future Fate to the Will of 
Providence; ſo that taking each of them 
one, they looked upon them for ſome 
Time before they began to taſte them; 
when Maz-ur-bin fixing his Teeth in his, 
Ah! my dear Friend, ſaid he to Mr. 
Faulconer, 1 look upon this as the laſt 
earthly Morſel I ſhall ever be bleſſed 
with whilſt I live upon this World : But 
be it ſo, my Diſtreſſes cannot long ſur- 
vive it, and ſome Happineſs reſults from 
the Certainty of a final Period to one's 
Miſeries. Mine cannot longer ſubſiſt, 
than my Body can be maintained to ſuffer 
them; nor can this long endure, de- 
prived of its Support, which I ſhall now, 
tor the laſt Time, miniſter to it in this 
Fruit. 

This Day then, added he, I may 
fairly ſay, begins my Releaſe from a 

World 


Es 1 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER, 81 


World of Anxieties, which, had this Fruit 
laſted longer, muſt ſtill have been pro- 
"tracted. Come then, thou welcome De- 
licacy, ſaid he, that being gone, draws 
after thee a certain Concluſion of my 
Sorrows ; for many Days Endurance 
muſt then be denied them. 

Mr. Faulconer, with Tears in his Eyes, 
could not but agree to what he had ſaid, 
as very true; but yet, Life, he ſaid, as 
the moſt deſirable Thing in Nature, was 
to be preſerved at all Events, ſo long 
as it was poſſible ; and asked Mr. Maz- 
ur-bin, whether he purpoſed to eat his 
whole Fruit then, or to make any Re- 
ſerve for a future Refreſhment ? 

Maz-ur-bin replied, that though it 
were to prolong Life for a Month, by 
reſerving a Part, he would not conſent 
to the Experiment, under a Continuance 
of the ſame Hollowneſs and Sinking he 
had felt within himſelf, for ſome of the 
laſt Days that he had fed fo ſparingly 
for which Reaſon he would throw the 
whole of his Fruit down then, that his Spi- 
rits might once more be a little enlighten- 
ed, before they would be compelled to 

ſubſide for altogether. He adviſed Mr. 
Faulconer to do the ſame ; that, as they 
E 5 had 
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had ran ſo many dangerous Hazards to- 
gether, the Stroke of Death might at 
once fall upon them both, whilſt enfolded 
in each others Arms. 


As for my own Part, added Maz-ur- 


Bin, could 1 find Means for my own Pre- 


ſervation, excluſive of yours too, I mult 
confeſs I had much rather to periſh at the 
ſame Inſtant with you, than to make uſe 
of them ; for if there. can happen that 
Thing in all Nature, that can affect me 


- more than every other, it will be to re- 


main behind you, a Spectator of your 
Cataſtrophe ; nor doubt I but you will 
be as ſenſibly touched by mine; eſpe- 
cially when you reflect, that every pro- 
craſtinating Art you can employ for a 
few Days more Reſpite, will but extend 
that Being in Miſery, which muſt as cer- 
tainly as my own, fall in a ſhort Space 
after me. Ts 
Not all that Maz-ur-bi could urge, 
would avail for inclining Mr, Faulconer 
to run into the Jaws of that Death he 
could any way 1 or even defer, till 
it ſhould compulſorily fall upon him; 
though he was ſeriouſly ſatisfied in his 
own Breaſt, that it was not the Terror 
of dying that deterred him from it, but 
ſolely 
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folcly' the loſt Hope of ever re-uniting 
himſelf to his deareſt Olympia ; for he 
was fixed in his Principle, that could he 
but be aſſured either of her Death, or 
his never more ſeeing her, Death, of all 
other Things, would be moſt eligible 
by him, 

Mr. Faulconer therefore, diſſenting, 
from his Companion, at length brought 
over him to his own way of thinking, of 
eating but a Part of his Fruit at preſent; 
and the Night coming on, as they had 
no particular View in making one Way 
more than another, they agreed to ſleep, 

if poſſible, till Day-light, in order to 
gain what Recruit that would afford to 


their exhauſted Spirits; and with that 


View, each laid by his Paddle to com- 
poſe himſelf, 

What Time of the Night it happened 
is uncertain ; but ſuch a ſudden Tempeſt 
fell upon our poor expoſed Voyagers,. 
as rendered ineffectual their utmoſt Ef- 
forts to bear up againſt, Being each 
on a ſeparate Bottom, and ſtill above 
Water, they kept hollowing to each 
other, that each might employ his beſt 
Endeavours againſt their abſolute Sepa- 
ration, and by this Means kept within 

hearing 
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hearing of each other much longer than 
bare Chance could have permitted them; 
for all the Elements grew into ſuch a Con- 
teſt, roaring, and toſſing them about 
like Shuttlecocks, that it -would have 


been impoſſible but they muſt have 


found an immediate Diſuniting, had it 
not been for their following, all in their 
Power, each other's Voice. 

This had not laſted long, before the 
raging of the Wind, and the Agitatien 
of the Waters, had rendered their Cries 
to each other ineffectual ; for having 
once loſt all Notice of each others Voice, 
they were then driven which way ever 
Fate pleaſed to diſpoſe of them, nor 
ever met they more; ſo that, whether 
Maz-ur-bin met Relief, or by what Turn 
of Fortune ; or whether he was after- 
wards ſtarved, or periſhed in the Storm, 
Mr. Faulconer never heard. 

After combating all Night with the 
moſt outrageous Sea that Man could 
well be expoſed to, at the Approach of 
Day Mr. Faulconer had the Misfortune 
to find himſelf ſeparated from his Com- 
panion, nor ever expected he to behold 
him more ; concluding that he muſt either 
be ſwallowed up in the Waters, or be 
blown 
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blown to ſo remote a Diſtance, as never, 
without the ſingular Deſignation of Pro- 
vidence, to fall into like Track with 
him again. 
A Participant, in Caſes of Sorrow, 
moſt ſurely alleviates the Burden z or 
why ſhould Mr. Faulconer, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, one would have thought, 
could have admitted of no additional 
Aggravation, even before the late Storm, 
have burned. with a tenfold Deſperation 
now, for the Loſs of his Aſſociate an 
Friend ? | 

In the Intervals of his Lamentations, 
he now caſt back his Thoughts upon his 
paſt Situation, even with Delight ; whilſt 
he reflected upon Maz-ur-bin's accom- 
panying him ; but having now the wide 
Ocean to himſelf, no Friend to adviſe or 
condole with, his Caſe ſeemed ſo de- 
plorable, as almoſt to drive him to Diſ—- 
traction, | 

He weathered out, however, all the 
next Day, upon the Remainder of his 
Fruit, making ſtill a further Referve of 
the Kernel ; but his Drought had been 
ſo exceſſive for a long Time upon him, 
that his Stomach, for lack of Moiſture, 
burnt like a Fire-coal, Towards the 

x Cloſe 
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Cloſe of the Day, the Wind abating, 
it proved a fine Night, which heartened 
poor Faulconer a little; but no ſooner 
was he awake in the Morning, than his 
Heart was ready to anticipate its ex- 
pected Fate in his Body; ſinking, even 
to Death itſelf, at the Thoughts of the 
abe Day being the laſt that he had 
ply for. He had ſcarce bethought 
Malt for a ſingle Moment, which way 
he ſnould come at _ Kernel, «before he 
became altogether raving; for they had 
uſed, ſince they came on board, when 
they cat their Fruit, to break the Stones 
by hard Blows one againſt the other; 
but now Maz-ur-bin was gone off with 
the only whole Shell they had between 
them, ſave that he wanted to open, he 
could have no poſſible Chance of break- 
ing it any other way; for all the Parts 
of his Boat were of ſuch light and 
yielding Materials, as would rather give 
way to, than reſiſt any Force that might 
be employed againſt them. 

Theſe Reflections had laſted till broad 
Day-light, when riſing to ſtretch him- 
ſelf, Mr. Faulconer ſaw ſomewhat at a 
Diſtance from him, that ſeemed, with 
the Motion of the Waves, to riſe _ 
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fall in the Water, It ſeemed to be of 
conſiderable Length, and by its making, 
as he imagined, towards him, he judged 
it muſt be ſome large Fiſh, which poſſibly 
might either have ſcented him, or ſpied 

m. 
This, ſaid he to himſelf, is but an- 
other Kind of Death approaching me, 
than I have long expected; nor at worſt 
will it prove ſo lingering. No Art or 
Labour of mine can avoid it; then why 
ſhould I not meet it reſolutely ? He then 
began to fancy how it would aſſault 
him; and O! if it proved but of Capa- 
city for taking him down whole, he 
thought how expeditiouſly he ſhould be 
releaſed from all his Miſeries, rather than 
to be bitten off Limb by Limb. He 
doubted not but upon his near Approach 
he would firſt overſet his Boat with a 
Stroke of his Tail, and then ſeize him, 
ſtruggling for Life in the Water. 
Before he had well ſettled, in his Ima- 
gination, the ſeveral Steps the Creature 
would proceed by; looking earneſtly at 
it again, and finding it had gained 
Ground of him, fhe would fain have 
perſuaded himſelf, to have avoided the 
the Monſter by Flight; or at leaſt, that 
| 1¹ 
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it might be well worth while to put it to 
a Trial of Skill between them ; but at 
length reflecting, that ſhould the Crea- 
ture make but a Puſh for him, how eaſily 
he would, in his own Element, out-run 
him, he deſiſted. - 
The Thing he had thus noticed, had 
now gained ſuch Ground, that he be- 
came more Maſter of its Dimenſions 
than before, and aſſured himſelf of its 
Length being much more conſiderable 
than he had before imagined ; but what 
to make of a flat Riſing upon its Back, 
he could not conceive, having never ſeen 
any of the Watery Tribe formed like it. 
Whilſt he was contemplating upon this 
miſhapen Object, and, by its Motion, 
hoping that it would rather croſs much 
a-head of his Bark, than bear down 
to him, how was Mr. Faulconer ſur- 
prized, at the flat Hunch upon his Back, 
riſing perpendicularly, and from the Side 
of it, to ſee, as he took it for, the Arm 

of a Man, wavering about from it! 
Mr. Faulconer's very Heart leaped 
within his Body for Joy, at firſt Sight of 
this, and he was making up to it with 
all the little Strength he had left; when 
fearing again, that it might be one 5 
the 
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the Canibal Tribe, on ſome Conveyance 
that he was unacquainted with, his Blood 
ran chill at the Thought, and he was 
about to. make away with all Celerity. 
At this Inſtant, he heard a loud Hal- 
loo, which being repeated, till Mr. 
Faulconer ſtood upright for a more diſ- 
tinct View; he then imagined, that he 
heard the Word Miſericordia; but 
however, ſomewhat like it, and that, 
very articulately too. Hereupon, he 
changed his Reſolution for flying, into an 
Inclination for running up to it, what- 
ſoever it ſhould chance to prove, 
He did fo, and being come near 
enough to diſcover a brown looking Man, 
in black long Hair, with an eaſtern Sailors 
Habit on, and that he was ſitting crofs 
a large Piece of Timber, up to his Mid- 
dle in Water ; he ventured ſtill cloſer, 
and offered to ſpeak to him in Engliſb; 
but ſoon perceived him to be ignorant of 
that. The Stranger then ſpeaking to - 
him in the Portugueſe Tongue, whereof, 
ſince his Arrival in the Eaſtern Parts, Mr. 
Faulconer had gained ſome Smattering, 
and lifting up his Hands and Eyes, and 
praying to the Virgin and his Saints, he 
then told him that he was a poor _— 
C 
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ed Mariner, and begged him to take him 
on board his Boat. | bl 
Mr. Faulconer, though he dreaded 
ſome Impoſition, could not behold a 
Fellow-Creature under ſuch diſtreſsful 
Circumſtances, without commiſerating 
him; ſo that rowing up to him, and 
demanding ſome few Queſtions of 
him, to all which the Man ſeemed to 
give pertinent Anſwers, Mr, Faulconer 
ran along- ſide of him, and offered to 
take him in; but the poor Creature, 
when he came to. make the Experiment, 
found his Legs fo utterly numbed and 
lifeleſs, with hanging ſo long in the Wa- 
ter, that they were of no more Utility 
to him, than thoſe of a new-born In- 
tant. GS 
Mr. Faulconer, unwilling to relinquiſh 
him meerly for that his Caſe was more 
| deplorable than he had imagined ; mak- 
. ing the Perſon lean Side-ways, took hold 
1 vof him under the Arms, and drew him 
i 


with all his Force from off the Timber 
upon the Boats Edge; but then, indeed, 
no one would have inſured either of their 
Lives for ninety-nine and a half per 
Cent. Premium; for the Weight of both 
of them lying on one Side of that tot- 

| tering 
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tering Craft, it was juſt turning Bottom 
upwards, and moſt undoubtedly had fo 
done, but for Mr. Faulconer*s ſquatting 
with one Leg over the oppoſite Gunnel, 
and ballancing it down again. He {till 
retained one of the poor Fellow's Hands, 
faſt clenched in his own, and thereby, not 
only prevented his falling. back again 
into the Water, but by it, at length, 

dragged him into the Boat. 
ITI he Timber which had hitherto ſup- 
rted the poor Sailor, while this Trial 
of Skill laſted for getting its Rider into 
the Boat, had driven down a good way 
from them; but as ſoon as Mr. Faul- 
coner had 3 ſtowed his new Com- 
panion, and ſeated himſelf to his Pad- 
dles again, he made what Speed he could 
up to it. 

The Portugueſe ſeeing him run along- 
fide of the Timber, and by his Hand 
endeavour to ſtop it, cryed out, that if 
he offered to take that on Board, it 
would ſink them; but Mr. Faulconer 
had another Game to play, which was 
to break the Shell of his Fruit's Stone 
upon it, and this he now did, effectu- 
ally, and then turned it a- drift. 


Though 


92 The MoTHrR-IN-Law cr, 


Though Food had long been fo ſcarce 
with Mr. Faulconer ; and though that 
Kernel was the laſt he then had at com- 
mand in the World; yet could he not 
eat it by himſelf, without offering the 
poor Portugueſe a Peice, who, though 
not ſo greatly diſtreſſed as Mr. Faul- 
coner, devoured it very greedily. 

After rubbing the poor Sailor's Legs, 
and making him move them about a lit- 
tle, as well as his Situation would 
allow of, and they gathering Life from 
the Friction; Mr. Faulconer inquired 
into his Diſtreſs, and the Cauſe of it, 
and whether he could direct him to any 
Land, within the Diſtance of his Reach? 
To which the Man replied, that he be- 
longed to a Pertugneſe Veſſel bound to 
the Bay of Bengal, that a continued 
Storm, for many Days together, had 
forced them before it South-eaſtward. 
That at length, they recovered them- 
ſelves, and as they were regaining their 
loſt Ground, about two Nights before, 
the Wind aroſe ſo ſuddenly, that taking 
them by Surprize as they were ſailing 
near an Iſland, where they intended the 
next Day to have ſearched for Water, 
they were driven upon a Rock, and 

5 wrecked. 
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wrecked : There was a lamentable Cry 
all at once, he ſaid; but he believed the 
Ship broke all to Pieces : for that find- 
ing himſelf in the Water, and in the 
Dark, as he was ſtruggling about to 
fave himſelf, he felt the Timber from 
which he had juſt been taken, coming a- 
thwart him. He ſnapped at it, he ſaid, 
and caught it ; but it was with the ex- 
treameſt Difficulty in the World, that 
he could mount a-ſtride of it; till at 
length conquering it, he had continued 
upon it, conducted by the Current, ever 
ſince. 

Mr. Faulconer asking whether he 
thought he could ſteer himſelf back to 
the Iſland, and the Sailor judging he 
could, they ſet forwards upon the Work, 
with all Alacrity. Ne 


EN 
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HAP. VII. 


Reflection brought home to Mr. Faulco- 
ner. See Land. Go on Share for 
Water. Meet the wrecked Crew. 
Lands moſt of them, Three periſh. 
Land moſt of the Ship and Things from 
the Rock. | 


(XX 7 HAT immenſe Dangers and 
Straits do Men run themſelves 
into, for the ſake of the Enjoyment of 
Gain, without the leaſt abſolute Certainty 
that they ſhall ever obtain their Ends! 
One Man, truſting to the Depth of his 
own Penetration, and the Dexterity of 
his own Conduct, ſhall moſt expediti- 
ouſly accumulate Riches, under the ſe- 
vereſt Sweat of his Brow; even till he 
ſhall purpoſe to fit down quietly in the 
Enjoyment of it; when let a Fever, a 
Quinſey, a Fall, a what not, ſends him 
to his Grave, deprived of thoſe Satiſ- 
factions he labours for; and which, in 
his own way of thinking, is even worſe 
than his bare Relinquiſhment of it, the 
whole Price of his Study and Cares falls 
into the Hands of a Profligate, who 
laughs at his Predeceſſor for a Fool, 
in 
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in toiling to fo little perſonal Advan- 
tage; and in order to avoid his Mea- 
ſures, laviſhes it away like Dirt, in the 
Purchaſe of vain Fruitions, 
Another ſhall thruſt himſelf into the 
Wars of his Country, to raiſe his Fa- 
mily by that Means, and to gain a 
comfortable Subſiſtance, as he thinks, 
when Time ſhall have diſabled him for 
further Duty. This is the View he ſets 
out with, but is cut ſhort in the projected 
Accompliſhment, by a broad Sword, a 
Musker, or a Bayonet, 
A Third commits himſelf to the 
Ocean; traverſes the moſt dangerous 
Seas; faces the Perils of the Deep, and if 
fortunate enough, attains his Port, at 
the extreme Verge of the Globe's Con- 
fines; where, by Art, Stratagem, and 
Management, ſweltering himſelf in im- 
moderate Heats, or periſhing petrify- 
ing Chilneſs, he probably obtains his 
his ſought for Treaſure, and returns 
but inveſted with ſome Malady, which 
never after ſhaking off, he rides, a poor 
Cripple in his Chariot, for ſome few 
Years, till worn out by the Malignity of 
his Diſorder, and without the leaſt per- 
ſonal Eryoyment of his Pelf, he leaves 
it 
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it behind him in the Hands of him who 
never ſtrove for it, or ran one Hazard 
for the Poſſeſſion, | 

Theſe various Circumſtances are at- 
tendant on Mankind, principally, becauſe 
they place their ſole Confidence in the 
Arm of Fleſh, without any Reference 
to the Hand of Providence, which alone 
can confirm the deſired Bleſſing to them; 
for it is a falſe Way of arguing, that 
Riches create Happineſs ; whereas, they 
are neither Good or Evil in themſelves ; 
but according to the Means employed 
in procuring them; the Uſe they are put 
to when gained, and the grateful Heart 
they are retained with; for ſo, propor- 
tionately, prove they either Bleſſings or 
Curſes, to the Poſſeſſor. 

If Man, and all his Movements are 
actuated, diverted, governed, and di- 
rected by a ſuperior Influence; ought 
not the firſt Advance towards temporal 
Happineſs, to be made to that Superior, 
for his Aid and Guidance, both in ob- 
taining, and enjoying his own Benefits? 
Nor when that happens to prove the 
Caſe, ſhall we ever miſs of our Aim 
therein : For the Mind ſubmitting to this 
Superior, who diſpenſes his Favours al- 
ways in Wiſdem; and contenting itſelf 
upon 
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upon little, or much, as that pleaſes to 
diſpenſe to him, can never be baffled by 
Dilap ointment ; as well knowing, its 
Benet actor diſtributes thoſe Favours only, 
to his humble Dependant, that are ever 
the beſt for him. 

Poor Faulconer, it 1s to be feared, 
had rather made the Quantum, than the 
Modus of his Gains, his chief Study ; 
and to all human Comprehenſion, it had 
amply rewarded his Pains, by its annual 
Increaſe, even beyond his Expectation ; 
but he had not ſought it as a Gift from 
the Superior I have mentioned; but 
looked upon it, as a Conſequent of his 
own Practices; and we lee the Iſſue of it. 
Imagining to circumvent a Jew, he is 
by the ſame Man over-reached, even to 
the Loſs of his whole Gettings, and al- 
moſt of his Life too, in the Purſuit 
of them. 

There is no withſtanding ' even an 
unequal earthly Force, and much less 
the ſupreme heavenly ; whica is ever 
in the Oppoſition to all Manner of in- 
direct and ſelf ſufficient Purpoſes : for 
he alone, that projects his End righte- 


_ oully, and purſues it only through the 


Traces of Ingenuity, Uprightnels, and 
Vol. II. F Honeſty, 
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Honeſty, without Deceit, or Treachery, 
can hope for Succeſs in his Enterprize, 
To proceed where I left off in the laſt 
Chapter. Mr. Faulconer and the Sailor, 
rowed by Turns, all the Day, under 
the Direction of the latter ; but whe- 
ther they ſhould proceed in the Night 
or not, was the Debate, it growing very 
dark; leſt they ſhould vary in the 
Courſe ; having lain about two Hours 
upon their Paddles, and the Moon then 
beginning to ſhine very bright, they 
again took to their rowing till Day-light ; 
when, to their inexpreſlible Satisfaction, 
they beheld Land before them, not 
above a League and half diſtant from 
them. : 

The Beauty of this Proſpect, and the 
Anxiety with which they ſought it, creat- 
ing both new Life and Vigour in them, 
they redoubled their Strokes with ſuch 
Farneſtneſs, that they reached it ſome 
Hours before the Sun had advanced to 
its Meridian. 

Mr. Faulconer was all Joy at the 
Thoughts of landing upon any Shore, 
in Hopes of a Sup of Water; for the 
Want of which, he was within a little of 
periſhing ; and ſo ran his little Boat a- 

ths ground, 
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ground, where he might by any Means 


recover Land; but the Sailor ſeemed 


very uneaſy at their not doubling a Cape 
firſt, which ſhot out to their left, that 
he might look out for the Wreck of his 
Ship, which might probably lie behind 
it: for as yet ſeeing nothing of it, he 
was uncertain, whether what they were 
arrived at, was the Land he came from, 
or ſome other Shore; but Mr. Faulconer*s 
Anguiſh, till he could gain ſome Liquor 
to allay his parching Thirſt, prevailed 
for poſtponing every other Conſidera- 
tion, till he ſhould find it. 

They had gotten within Land for 
ſome Furlongs, Mr. Faulconer ſnapping 
greedily at almoſt every green Herb he 
met with, which he either ſwallowed, or 
at leaſt chewed, for the ſake of the Juice 
it might afford him; by which Means, 
he had abated his Longing very much, 
before they arrived at a little Rivulet, 
which, though in many Places quite dry, 
yet had ſeveral deeper Holes in it, which 
ſtill contained Water. 

At one of theſe, Mr. Faulconer fal- 
ling on his Face, would probably have 
drank his laſt, had he not been prevent- 
ed by the Sailor ; who obſerving him 

© # longer 
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longer at it than could be requiſite for 
a Perſon in his Condition, catched him 
by the Legs, and drew him from it; 
nor would he ſuffer him to riſe, or ſtir 
from the Place he held him at, till he 
had obtained his folemn Promiſe, not to 
attempt drinking again within an Hour 
at leaſt, and till he had eaten ſome 
Quantity of the Herbs, or ſuch Fruit as 
they might find there. 

They then ſet them down for a few 
Minutes, and riſing again, took a little 
Circuit; when being upon a dead Flat, 
they could ſee nothing to the left, beyond 
the riſing Ground which formed the 
Cape ; but as that was at ſome Diſtance, 
and might require more Strength to 
croſs it on Foot, than either of them then 
had to expend ; after an Hour or two 
paſſed upon the Flat, and a ſecond Sup 
of Liquor a-piece, they deſcended to the 
Boat, and before Night doubling the 
Cape, ſpied the Rock the Sailor had 
ſuffered upon, with ſeveral of the Crew 
füll upon it, and no ſmall Part of the 
Ship ſtill remaining fixed to it. 

Now our Travellers looked upon them- 
ſelves as entering into the hving World 
again, and the Sailors on the Rock, upon 
| Sight 
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Sight of the Boat, ſhouting, and throw- 
ing up their Caps, were anſwered by the 
Boatmen, who made directly up to 
8 | F 

The poor Souls on the Rock, looked 
upon the others as Angels ſent to their 
Deliverance ; for that, had not the Boat 
appeared to them, they ſaid they had 
no Hope left but of periſhing, the Rock 
ſtanding .out a full Mile or more from 
the Shore. —— 
Mr. Faulconer, inquired why they had 
not ſtriven for the Shore upon Planks, 
or Pieces of the Ship? to which they 
replied, that ſeveral of their Hands had 
endeavoured it, but that not one of them 
having eſcaped with Life, their Cataſtro- 
phes had deterred all the others from it. 

They ſeemed vaſtly impatient” for 
Mr. Faulconer's coming up cloſe to the 
Rock to them, for he had not yet been 
within twenty Yards of it; fiſbe@ing, 
prudently enough, that if he ſhould 
draw cloſe to them, every one would be 
for leaping in, to go off with him, till 
probably they might ſink his Boat, and 
drown him, with themſelves : ſo that 
aſſuring them that his Craft would not 
carry at moſt above three of them at 

3 once, 
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once, he promiſed them, that he would 
row to the Shore, and ſend his Compa- 
nion back for them, one or two at a 
Time; but intreated them not to be 
over-haſty for the Preference, leſt the 
Boat ſhould ſink with them; for as it 
was yet high Day-light, they might all 
have Time enough to get on Shore. 
Mr. Faulconer then rowing to Land, 
ſent the Sailor back, in order to conduct 
the others thither alſo. 

They had ſaved Abundance of the 
Proviſions, which had floated from the 
Wreck about the Rock, and had ven- 
tured at ſeveral Things out of the Ship, 
that they could any Ways come at, all 
which, they had piled up out of the 
Reach of the Water; but they purpoſed, 
as that Night, only to ſecure their Per- 
ſons, and to take another Opportunity 
for their Things. 85 

So ſoon as Mr, Faulconer had got a- 
ſhore, he ſent back the Sailor with ex- 
preſs Deſire, that the Crew, among(t 
them, would by the firſt return of the 
Boat, furniſh him with Coaths of ſome 
Sort: for that being intirely naked, he 
ſhould be utterly aſhamed of himſelf 
amongſt to many clothed Men, 7 aff 

irc 


; 
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fired alſo ſome Proviſions to be brought: 
for that ſince the Water he had drank, 
he found ten times more Neceſlity tor 
Victuals, than he had before done. 

The Sailor, at his Return to the Rock, 
reported Mr. Faulconer's Requeſt to the 
Crew there; who, as he had brought them 
their Relief, judged that they could 
ſcarce do too much to oblige him; but 
not a Man of them having ſaved more 
Clothes than covered him, they knew not 
how to ſupply him with them, they ſaid. 

The Sailor obſerving Mr. Faulconer's 
firſt Caution, of not coming too near 
to the Rock, and ſeeing the Men all 


crowding down, to be the happy ones 


who ſhould firſt leap into the Boat; told 
them the Danger he was apprehenſive of, 
from a too great Eagerneſs to embark ; 


ſo that as they might all be ſerved. in 


Turn, he told them, they ſhould caſt 
Lots which two he ſhould take firſt; 
and that being determined, unleſs all the 
reſt retired a conſiderable Way back - 
wards, he would not approach to the 
Rock at all. 

The Dread of protracting the Time, 
drove them all to a Diſtance, ſave the 
two to whoſe Fortune the firſt Turn 


F 4 had 
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had fallen ; fo that rowing off with theſe, 
he landed one of them, and himſelf, 
tending the other to conduct two more, 
i but adviſed him, to make uſe of the 
lf lame Caution as he had done, 
Whilſt the Boat was gone to the 
Shore, the wrecked Men taking Mr, 
faulconer's Requeſt for Cloathing into 
Conſideration, though they had none of 
their own that could be parted with, 
they returned to the Wreck, and after 
forme Search there, produced ſeveral 
Things of no mean Eftimation, which 
had belonged to their Captain, who, 
with his Mate, and ſeveral Sailors, had 
periſhed at the firſt Burſting of the Veſ- 
{el ; they alſo brought to the Edge of the 
Rock more Proviſions than they could 
conſume that Night, and then waited 
for the Return of the Boat. 
| The Perſon who brought her, behaved 
[i as his Predeceſſor had done, by clearing 
4 the Place of all, but ſuch two as he was 
to take with him, and theſe carrying the 
Cloaths, arrived alſo ſafe on Shore. 
Thus they proceeded with two other 
Couples, one of the laſt of whom, re- 
turning for two more of the three remain- 
ing Men, (there being at firſt eleven of 
| them) 
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them) but not taking the Precaution ot 
making the eleventh Man retreat, whilſt 
the other two embarked, this ſingle one, 
not chooſing to be left alone, and crowd- 
ing in after them, overſet the Boat, and 
every Man of them was drowned, fave 
one, who eſcaped by holding to the 
Rock. 

Thoſe of the Sailors who were already 
landed, waited with Impatience for the 
Return of the Boat till dark, when judg- 
ing the Night had prevented them, they 
looked out all the Morning, but could 
ſtill learn nothing of them, till, with the 
Flux of the Tide; about noon, it brought 
with it the Boat, Bottom upwards, and 
caſt it upon the Sands. | 

Judging then that the reſt of their 
Company had periſhed, two of them 
took Boat to the Rock, in order to load 
home with Proviſions ; when upon their 
Approach, they found the poor Fellow 
who had eſcaped from the Wreck of 
the Boat, {till clinging to the Rock; 
but ſo ſpent with hanging in the Water 
all Night, that he was unable to ſpeak 
to them for a long while; till after- 
wards recovering, he related to them the 
Miſconduct of his Companions. 


i 5 After 
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After this laſt Trip, the Benefit accru- 
ing from it was ſo ſenſibly felt by the 
whole Crew, that, irkfome as the Rock 
had once appeared to them all, it was 


ſcarce ever now empty: for from one 


Thing to another, they never left it, 
till every Part of the Ship and Cargo, 
that they could any way come at, had 
been conveyed to Shore by them. 


HA. 


Hey all take a Survey of the Land armed. 


Vaſt Plenty. Heavy Rains. Build 
a Houſe. Build a Pinnace. Find 
their Anchor. Put out to Sea. Spy 
a Sail, and make to it, 


HE. whole Remainder of the Ship's 
Crew, with Mr. Faulconer joined 

to them, amounted now to ten Perſons, 
and Mr. Faulconer was by this Time the 
beſt ſet out with Apparel of any of them. 
they had a large Stock of Proviſions, 
Arms, and Ammunition in Plenty; and 
as many Boards, Ribs, "Iimbers, and 
Planks from their late Veſſel, as judici- 
ouſly managed, would build them a 
very convenient Dwelling. This they 
had often thouglit of; but the conſtant, 
and 
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nd daily Hope of ſomething turning 
out to their Advantage, by ſupplying 
them with a Means of Removal, had 
hitherto prevented it. 

After about ſix Weeks Reſidence here, 
and having now little elſe upon their 

Hands, they projected a Tour of the 
Country; not only to gain an Inſight of 
its vegetable Productions, but of its 
Birds and Beaſts; that in caſe they 
ſhould be compelled to out-lve their 
preſent Store there, they might be ap- 
prized what they ſhould. have to depend 
upon for their Subſiſtance. 

With this Deſign in their Minds, each 
Man choſe him for Fire Arms, one good 
Gun, and a Brace of Piſtols, with ten 
Charges for the former, and four each 
for the latter, with each Man a broad 
Sword, and a ſhort Hanger by his Side; 
over and above thete, every Couple 
of them took a certain Proportion of 
Beef and Biſcuit, in the Portage of 
which, they alternately relieved each 
other. So accoutered, they ſallied forth 
full Eaſtward, noting every Thing that 
icemed any ways remarkable by the 
Way ; and whenever they met with any 
Thing edible, they made Ute of it, in 
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Aid of the Proviſion they carried with 
them. 

Though the Sea Coaſt, for a great 
way about their landing Place, was very 
flat and low; yet as they proceeded 
turther into the Country, it aroſe even 
into Mountainous Heights. 

In their Paſſage over theſe, they met 
with a great many Deer of various Kinds, 
with ſome Goats, beſides Abundance of 
other Animals; and towards the Mid- 
dle of it, about a prodigious Lake, there 
were Water Fowls innumerable; many 
of which were of an extraordinary Size: 


So that whilſt their Ammunition ſhould 


ſtand by them, there could be no great 
fear of ſtarving, as they made Expe- 
riment upon ſeveral of the different 
Kinds of Creatures in their Walk : For 
not being preſſed for Time, they went 
but very few Miles daily in a direct 
Walk ; turning frequently, for Miles 
together, to the right Hand, or to the 
left, as Matters of Utility or Curioſity 

called them. 
in five Days Time they reached the 
oppoſite Coaſt, which, upon Examina- 
tion, they judged to be not only a more 
fertile, but pleaſing Spot than where 
; they 
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they landed, and fain they would, if 
ever it ſhould be their Fate to build, 
have erected their Manſjon there ; but 
then the Carriage for the Timber would 
be ſo toilſome and impracticable, that 
they preſently dropped that Deſign. . 

After ſpending two or three Days 
there, they then agreed to part, and five 
going to the right, with a like Number 
to the left, to meet again at their firſt 
Rendezvous, by which Method of Tra- 
velling they ſatisfied themſelves of the 
whole Sea-Coaſts, and that the Land 
they were upon was an Iſland : But ſuch 
a Plenty of all Manner of Fiſh, both 
Scale and Shell Fiſh, abounded in the 
Waters all round the Land, as was ſur- 
Prizing. 

- It was but a very {mall Spot, ſearce 
more than ſeven Leagues over, and 
nearly round ; nor appeared there the 
leaſt Perſon or Thing to diſpute the Pro- 
priety of the Land with them : ſo that 
now they were ſatisfied they were the 
ſole Sovereigns of the Country, they 
projected how they ſhould render it moſt 

uſeful to them, having no Manner of 
Proſpect before them of a ſpeedy Re- 

moval, 
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moval, if ever it might chance to prove 
their Fortunes ſo to do. 

They had returned from their Pere- 
grination but a very few Days, before 
the Sky louring exceedingly, prognoſti- 
cated an impending Storm; and though 
they..had not enjoyed the leaſt Benefit of 
a Drop of Rain ſince they had been upon 
the Iſland before, it preſently poured 
down in ſuch -Streams, that they were 
forced to fly to the adjacent Woods for 
that Shelter which the Plains denied 


them, but might equally as well have 


maintained their former Poſts; for, it 
poſſible, it fell more abundantly through 
the Leaves and Branches of the Trees, 
than in the open Grounds ; at leaſt, ſo 
much the more collectively as to de- 
ſcend upon them through the thickeſt 
of the Cover, like Spouts, conſtantly 
pouring upon their Heads, whilſt they 
{ſtood at leaſt Ankle deep in Water. 

This Diſaſter, and the Dread of its 
frequent Repetition, ſet them to work 
forthwith upon the Building they had 
deſigned as a Defence againſt any future 
Aſſault of the like Nature; for though 


the Rain continued not for a very long 


Space, 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER. 117 


Space, yet the Effects of it were not re- 
covered for ſome Days, they being all 
obliged to keep upon their Legs both 
Night and Day, for fome Time, not 
daring to lie down upon ſo ſobbed a 
Pavement. 1 2 
They were not very long ere a 
Room of about twenty Feet long; and 
covering it over with long matted Graſs, 
Flags, and Ruſhes; ſo that now they 
defied the future Rains; and here they 
not only preſerved themſelves dry, Day 
and Night, but were in a great meaſure 
_ exempted from certain flying Animals, 
which before uſed to torment them 
grievouſly with their biting and ſtinging. 
They now lived ſomewhat like Chri- 
ſtians, and alternately went out, five at 
a time, in ſearch of Veniſon and other 
Things, whilſt the remaining five went a 
fiſhing ; ſo that now they were never in 
want of wholeſome Meals, either of Fiſh 
or Fleſh, and ſometimes had an Inter- 
change of the feathered Kind. They 
maintained this way of Life for about a 
Fear and a Quarter, without the leaſt 
public Murmuring at their Fate, which 
had ſo abſolutely ſeparated them from 
the reſt of their own Species; but tho? 
all 
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all ſeemed openly agreeable, yet Mr. 
Faulconer could not forbear, whenever 
he could ſteal a private Moment, to 
laviſh forth his Woes for his preſent 
Condition, and the Loſs of his deareſt 
Olympia. 

About this Time one of the Company 
ſtarted a Propoſal for building a little 
Pinnace for ſcouring about the Sea, if 


for no other Purpoſe, yet in ſearch of 


other Iſlands and Countries; for as it 
ſeemed very demonſtrable, from their 
never having ſeen a Sail ſince they landed, 
that no Veſſels ever came in Sight of the 
Iſland, unleſs driven by Neceſſity, as 
they had been; ſo, if ever they meant 


to remove from thence, it muſt be com- 


paſſed by caſting themſelves in the Way 
of Buſineſs. | 

As moſt new Projects are embraced 
by thoſe who are otherwiſe unemployed, 
ſo this met with a ready Acceptation' 
from the Majority of the Society, which 
was ſufficient for ſetting it forwards ; 
eſpecially as he that ſtarted it, undertook 
to conduct it with Succeſs, 

There was ſome of the old Ship Tim- 
ber ſtill unemployed, and this was col- 
lected together, and diſpoſed for the 


proper 
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proper Uſe ; then ſeveral Trees alſo were 
cut down, and for lack of the Conve- 
niencies for ſawing them, were hewn into 
Boards for the Purpoſe. The old Iron 
Bolts, Cramps, and other Articles of the 


Ship, were alſo made uſe of here; and 


in ſhort, in about three Months Time, 
they had framed a Veſſel ready for 
launching, which the moſt knowing 
amongſt them offered to venture fifty 
Leagues to Sea in. | 

Mr. Faulconer, under Directions how 
to behave, had wrought at the Handy- 
work of it, as ſedulouſly as the beſt of 
them; though for want of Skill in ſuch 
Affairs, he kept out of their Conſulta- 
tions; but he had never conceived ſo 
great Hopes of his Releaſe from the 
Iſland, from any Propoſal before, as from 
this; nor would he have had it laid 

aſide upon any Account whatſoever. 
The greateſt Puzzle in the whole Af- 
fair, and which they feared they ſhould 
never have overcome, was, the want of 
an Anchor; nor was this any way poſ- 
ſibly to be ſupplied but from the Ship, 
which they having entirely broken up, 
and removed, without the leaſt Trace of 
| | It, 


| 
| 
| 
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it, what was to be hoped for from 
thence ? 

All was now a Blank ; no Invention 
that they were Maſters of could anſwer 
the Purpoſe ; and they all feared, that 
their Veſſel muſt rot upon the Stocks, 
as uſeleſs; when Mr. Faulconer, that all 
their Labours and Hopes from thence 
might not be fruſtrated, patching up his 
old Boat, that had lain io long upon the 
Shore, and taking his firſt Companion 
the Sailor with him, they made to the 
Rock, in great hopes that as the Anchor 
was in the Ship at the Time of its being 
caſt away, ſo conſequently, upon the 
Veſſel's breaking up, the Weight of the 
Anchor might have diſcharged it from 
its Poſition, and poſſibly have lodged it 
upon ſome Shelt of the Rock, from 
whence they might ſtil] recover it. 

They failed all about the Place where 
the Ship bulged, prying into every 
Corner, and poking about with Poles, 
to feel for it under Water; but after a 
long Time thus fruitleſsly ſpent, as they 
were in Deſpair of their Purpoſe, and 
about to return, the Sailor ſtooping down. 
and peering under a Part of the Rock 
that over-hung the Water, cried 2 

that 
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that he *ſpied the End of a Piece of 
Timber ſtanding almoſt upright, and 
wondered what could ſuſtain it in that 
Manner ; for was it but diſengaged at 
the other End, both would float alike. 
They then puſhed in cloſer to it, and 
with their Poles, moving it backwards 
and forwards, the Sailor ſaid he was cer- 
tain ſome Weight at the lower End pre- 
vented its being buoyant, and why not 
the Anchor, as well as any other Weight? 
Having made this Diſcovery, upon 
their Return they ſent two others of the 
Company, beſt skilled in Affairs of that 
Nature, who alſo returned, determined 
that it muſt be the very Wood that the 
Anchor's Cable was faſtened to; and 
that they verily believed the Anchor was 
{till fixed to it; but the Cable having 
lain fo long in the Water, they were 
doubtful whether it would hold to weigh 
the Anchor up by. 
Having arrived to ſome Sort of a moral 
Certainty, the leaſt Matter in Diſpute 
was the Strength of the Cable; for, 
hold or not hold, they were reſolved to 
attempt the Experiment : ſo that, pre- 
paring all things againſt the next Day 
tor launching the Veſſel, to work they 
went in the Morning, and ſet her afloat 


directly. 
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directly. She anſwered their Purpoſe fo 
well, that they were all greatly pleaſed 
with her, and moſt of the Hands board- 
mg her, away they went to the Rock in 
queſt of the Anchor, but perceived, 
upon their Arrival, that a Veſſel of her 
Size could not he to enough to come at 
it; ſo that failing back to Land, they 
took two of their Crew in the little Boat, 
and ſent them to tie Ropes about tithe 
floating Timber, whilit they in the Veſic! 
were prepared with their Tackle to bring 

it on board them. | 
It proved a more tough }ob than they 
could have imagined ; but at length, 
ſubje& to the Loſ of a great deal of 
Time, and the cxacteſt Nicety, they 
laid the Anchor fairly on board, and 
then giving three Cheers, they again re- 
turned to the Iſland, to ſecure it from 
tuture Hazard. | 
Every thing relative to the Ship and 
Tackling being now ready for their 
Cruize, a Number of them were diſ- 
| Patched to the interior Parts of the 
Iſland for Veniſon, and whatever elſe 
they could pick up, to victual with; for 
though they had ſtill much of their old 
Sea Stores remaining, yet they waſted 
| | them 
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them not, but in Caſe of Neceſſity ; 
as they would ſtill keep much better 
than what they could lay in freſh, tho? 
whatever they left of a new-ſlain_ Deer, 
after cutting off what was then wanted, 
they immediately chopped into ſmall 
Pieces, and ſtowed down in their old 
Pickle, to preſerve it. 

Having now laid in three Deer, and 
ſome ſmaller Game, every thing being 
ready for the Voyage, they firſt made a 
Tour raund the Iſland, to try how their 
Pinnace would ſail, and then launched 
into the Ocean, further to try their For- 
tunes, either in diſcovering ſome Eu- 
ropean Ship, that would convey them to 
Europe, or ſome of the Portugueſe Set- 
tlements in Africa or Aſia, or to make 
ſome friendly Shore, where they might 
ſecurely wait for the Chance of a Veſſel 
tor their Purpoſe. 

They took their Courſe full north- 
ward, as the molt probable for meeting 


with Shipping; and had proceeded in it 


for near three Weeks, but were not able 
to make equal Way with ſougger built 
Veſſels, by Reaſon of the Clumſineſs of 
their Materials, and for that their Sails 
were in no Proportion to what their Bark 

would 
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would have carried; but ſtill they were 
the beſt they could patch together. 

At length, after ſome Days failing, 
juſt as the Evening was cloſing in, one 
of their Hands cried a Sail, when not a 
Creature in the Veſſel but was a tip-toe 
over each others Heads for Diſcovery. 
It was a Sail, that 1s moſt certain, but 
by reaſon of her great Diſtance, and the 
Day-light falling off moſt precipitately, 
they-preſently loſt all Sight of her again, 
to their great Diſturbance and Mortifi- 

cation. 

However, they obſerved which Courſe 
ſhe ſeemed to take; and ſteering ſo that 
they might be ſure to come in with her 
in the Morning, they kept on, making 
all the Way they could, and impatiently 
waited for Day, 
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CHAP. x 


She proves a Portugueſe Ship. Come up 
with her, Are received on board Capt. 
Palmero. He 7s going to the Bay of 
Bengal. Mr. Faulconer concerned at 
his not going to Europe. Meet another 
Ship. Mr. Faulconer taken on board 
him for France. In Danger from a 
Leak. Laid up at St. Helena. 


HEY had no need for a Jong 
Look-out in the Morning, having 
* ye: ſo judiciouſly the 8 
Night, as to have drawn almoſt to an 


Angle, by a gentle Approach, within a 


Quarter of a League of each other. 

Our Pinnace-men, upon this, gave a 
Shout, fired ſeveral of their Small Arms, 
and hung out the Signals of Diſtreſs, but 
without the leaſt Notice from the Ship, 
which rather crowded all her Sails, and 
bore away from them, than offered once 


to approach them. 


This threw the poor Men into ſuch 
Deſperation, that they were almoſt rav- 
ing, at the Thoughts of being thus neg- 
lected, in the very firſt Chance they _- 

or 
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for Succour ; but ſtill they were reſolved 
to preſs hard after, and if poſlible to loſe 
Sight of her no more, till they had 
brought her to a Knowledge of their 
— --4...- 

They uſed every Stratagem in their 
Powertoincline the Ship to compaſſionate 
them ; but it was all one, ſhe ſtill ſteered 
from them, and. they after her. What 
they were moſt of all fearful of was, 
that ſhe. would ſhift her Courſe in the 
Night, and then they ſhould loſe her for 
ever; but Fortune befriending them to 
a great Degree, when Morning again 
appeared, they were ſo far from having 
loſt her, that they found themſelves in 
her very Track, and perceived that they 
had conſiderably gained Ground of her. 

This chearing them amain, they hoiſt- 
ed up to the Wind every thing that was 
but capable of containing a Cap-full, in 
order to force themſelves forwards ;. but 
it was not till after three Days and Nights 
direct failing, that they could come within 
Diſtance to ſpeak to her, and then they 
could diſcover the Portugueſe Colours. 

The Men were all ready to leap over- 
board to a Ship of their own Nation; 
40 that (till purſuing with all the Speed 

they 
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they could make, and the Ship being ex- 


ceſſively loaden, they at length came near 
enough to be heard by her, but not be- 
fore the had fired ſeveral ſingle Guns at 
them, to make them deſiſt from follow- 
ing her. Go 

At length, being heard from the Ship 
to be Portugueſe, and that they had been 
ſhipwreck'd, and long in Diſtreſs, the 
Ship ſlackened fail, and ſuffered them to 
come nearer to her ; but at ſuch a Diſ- 
tance ordered them all Hands on Deck, 


that the Maſter of the Veſſel might be 


ſatisfied there were none but Chriſtians 
on board. At length, being pretty well 
aſſured, by their Behaviour, that they 
were neither Pirates or Enemies, he lay 
by, and ſending out his Boat, took ſe- 
veral of them on board him. 
The Maſter examining them very 
ſtrictly, they related to him to the Pur- 
port abovementioned ; and he expreſſed 
his Concern alſo, when he found them to 
be his own Countrymen, that he had not 
ſooner received them; but confeſſed his 
Fear of them, as finding them in thoſe 
Seas, where nothing leſs than the Vio- 
lence of the Winds could have com- 
pelled him to an involuntary Appearance, 
Vo. II. - us | All 
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All the Pinnace-men expreſſed them - 
ſelves in the moſt grateful Manner to 
Captain Palinero, that being the Portu- 
gueſe Commander's Name, for his Hu- 
manity in receiving them on board; nor 
were they then apprized of what Service 
themſelves, and theirs, were likely to prove 
to him too; but that, they underſtood 
afterwards: For the Captain finding them 
all deſirous of coming on board him, 
asked them what they purpoſed to do 
with their own Veſſel; aſſuring them at 
the ſame Time, that though he could 
not ſee them deſtitute of Aſſiſtance, in 
10 unnavigable a Veſſel as theirs ſeemed 
to be, ſhould the Weather prove boiſter- 
Gus, yet he was unable to maintain them 
tor ſo long Time as it might yet be, be- 
tore he ſhould arrive at his Port; for 
that he had been for ſome Days geli- 
berating, how ſoon his own Men mult 
be put upon ſhort Allowance, which in- 
deed muſt have been their Fate much 
ſooner, had he not a little before loſt 
leveral of his Hands by Accidents and 
Sickneſs, during the Tempeſt that had 
Uriven him into thoſe Seas, 

The Pinnace Men aſſured him, that 
their Deſign was to turn their Veſlcl a- 

drift, 
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drift, ſo ſoon as ever they could other- 
wiſe provide themſelves ; and that as he 
was ſo ill ſtored with Proviſions, they 
were heartily glad to aſſure him, that 
they had much more on board than might 
ſerve themſelves for a Voyage to Portu- 
gal, which, if he pleaſed, they would 
add to his Stores, and take equal Fate 
with his Crew. They further added, 
that as he had ſuſtained the Loſs of ſo 
many Men lately, they would all of 
them gladly aſſiſt him in navigating the 


Ship, in Eaſe of his own Crew. 


Don Palmero was no ways diſpleaſed 
at any Part of their Story, ſave what 
related to the caſting off the Pinnace, 
which he pleaded hard for ſaving; aſ- 
ſuring them, that though he was deep 
loaded, it muſt be no bad Sailer to have 
kept up with him fo long as it did; and 
added, that as he preſumed, after a 
\Wreck, they might not be over-weighted 
by Cath, the very Sale of their Pinnace 
in the next Port they ſhould come to, 
would raiſe ſomething amongſt them; 
nor need they be feartul of her keeping 
up with him; for which Purpoſe he ad- 
viſed them to place ſuch a Number of 
Hands in her, as that they might be- 

G 


2 COme 


\ 


124 The MOTHER-IN-LAw ; or, 


come Conſorts for the Remainder of the 
Voyage. 

This being readily conſented to, and 
fix Hands only left in the Pinnace, they 
proſecuted their Voyage together ; but 
the Pinnace Men had been ſo overjoyed 
at falling into ſo good Company, that 
they had never once, as yet, enquired to 
what Port the Captain was bound. 

Mr. Faulconer, who had England more 
in his Head than any other Spot upon 
the Globe, reflecting upon this, nor 
willing longer to be failing he knew not 
whither, took his Opportunity of asking 
the Captain to what Port he was bound, 
how long he expected to ſtay there, 
and when he ſhould have Thoughts of 
returning to Portugal ? 

To the firſt Part of the Queſtion, he 
replied, to the Bay of Bengal; to the 
reſt, that he ſhould only wait the un- 
loading his Cargo; and ſo ſoon as he 
ſhould be freighted again, return home. 

Mr. Faulconer, from this Report, con- 
cluding, that at beſt there was another 
Year's Delay cut out for him, it cha- 
grined him moſt prodigiouſly 3 nor tho? 
he muſt pals by the Malacca, as he ſup- 
poſed, would he ſuffer his Fancy 1 the 

ea 
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leaſt to ſtray after the Jew, whom by 
this Time, together with the Money he 
he owed him, he had given over all 
Thoughts of ever more ſeeking after; 
but determined to bear up as well as he 


could, and to omit no Opportunity of 


regaining the Br:t;/þ Shores, as ſoon as 
poſſible, 

The Ship and Pinnace had ſailed many 
Days thus in Company with each other, 
when taking an Obſervation, they found 
themſelves in South Latitude, ſixteen 
Degrees, and ſtill they kept on the ſame 
Courſe ; till about ſix Days after they 
*ſpied a Sail to their Right, bearing 
down athwart their Way. n 

Captain Palmero, by the Bulk of her, 
jaipedting her to be a French or Engliſh 
India Man, on her Return, lay by to 
ſpeak with her, and inquire in what Lon- 
gitude he was. Before Evening, ſhe 
came up with them, when haleing her, 
What Country? ſhe anſwered of France; 
then the two Commanders having con- 
ferred together a while, the Frenchman 
was making Way again, when Mr, 
Faulconer, who could ſpeak French ex- 
tremely well, intreated Captain Palmers 
tor the Ule of his Boat, to go on board 
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the Indiaman, he having ſomewhat of 
Conſequence to propoſe to him. 

The Captain conſented, and he went 
on board, when falling upon his Knees 
ro the French Commander, and accoſt- 
ing him in his own Tongue, Have pity, 
Sir, ſaid he, upon an Engl; Youth, of 
Fortune ſufficiently ample to reward you 
for every Tenderneſs you ſhall hereafter 
expreſs to me; though now, from mani- 
fold Changes and Chances in Life, re- 
duced, in all Appearance, below your Re- 
card or Notice. 

My Story is too long and intricate 
for inſtant Relation; but if you will 
pleaſe to convey me into France, whither 
you are going to, you may depend upon 
a Gratification ſuitable to the Perſonage 
you will oblige, and worthy of your own 
Acceptance. 

Monſieur Gar/ondre, that being the 
Captain's Name, ſtaring at him, and 
furprized at the Manner of his accoſting 
him, deſired to know his Name and 
Family. Sir, replied he, my Name is 
Faulconer, my Family of no mean Figure 
in Worceſterſhire z myſelf a married Man, 
my Wife, as ſhe lately informed me by 

Letter to Bombay, in Poſſeſſion of Seven 
i Thouſand 
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Thouſand Pounds a Year Sterling Mo- 
ney, and is the Daughter of one 


of the richeſt Men of thoſe Parts. I 


travelled in our Britih Eaft - India 
Company's Service, for the Advance- 
ment of my Fortune ; but my Wreck 
at Sea, and a Succeſſion of malicious 
Events, am now ſtripped of all 1 had 
gained abroad, and am the deſtitute Sup- 
plicant you now behold betore you. 
Young Man, ſaid the Captain, is your 
Name Faulconer? He anſwered, it was. 
J had once a very good Friend of that 
Name, ſaid he, at the Place you come 
from; Miles Faulconer was his Name, 
and as worthy a Perſon as ever croſſed 
the Seas ; he too, added he, was an 
Enghſhman, My Uncle, Sir, ſaid Mr. 
Faulconer, under whoſe Favour I paſſed 
the Seas. Say you ſo, young Man? 
ſaid the Captain; then pray, if you live 
ever to ſee him again, let him know, 
that for his ſake, rather than for any 
Benefit you can offer me, I took Charge 
to ſee you ſafe to France, in your Way 
to England. | 
Mr. Faulconer humbly thanked the 
Captain; and having no Baggage to fend 


for on board, returned back Captain 


4 Palmero's 
4. * 


— — — 4 . 
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rope. 
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Palmero's Boat, with his Reſpects to the 


Captain, and Acknowledgments for all 
paſt Favours; but that he ſhould take 
Paſſage with Captain Garſondre to Eu- 


The Face of Things beginning to 
change thus with Mr. Faulconer, he grew 
perfectly jocund and airy ; for the Cap- 
tain having two or three other Paſſengers, 
for whom he kept a very elegant Table, 
he introduced Mr. Faulconer to them, as 
a Relation of one of his Intimates in 
England; and by conſtantly conſorting 
with them, not a Thing could be want- 
ing to his Tranquillity, ſave a Receſs 
from that impatient Deſire he abounded 
with, for the Society of his adored 
Olympia. 

They parted from Captain Palmero in 
about 20 Degrees South Latitude, and 
had an exceeding fine Voyage to the 
Cape, where having ſtay*'d ſome little 
Time, they ſet fail again; but had not 
been long under fail, before the beſt 
Judgment of the diſcerning Part of the 
Crew ſeemed to be, that they mult all 
go to the Bottom; for by ſome Miſhap 
or other, the Ship had ſprung ſuch a 
Leak as baffled. all the Efforts of the 
| Crew, 


* 
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Crew, with four Pumps Night and Day 
going, to keep under; till at length, 
their whole Strength being exhauſted, 
through conſtant Fatigue, they ſeemed 
more inclinable to ſubmit to their ap- 
proaching Fate, than to aim at a further 
Diverſion of it, at the Expence of their 
repeated Labours. 9 
Not a Man in the Ship, Captain or 
Paſſengers, had been exempted from his 
full Share of this Duty, till many of 
them would fall afleep, with the Handle 
in their Gripe, before they had taken 
ten Strokes; and dropping from the Ex- 
erciſe, without ſufficient Spirits left to 
rouſe them again, acquieſce to their ap- 
proaching Diſſolution; for after ſome 
Days Labour, there was no Reſt for any 
of the Crew. He that had but juſt 
quitted his hold, was obliged to watcl: 
his Succeſſor's Motions, and upon his 
deſerting the Handle, himſelf to re-aſſume 
it again for a few Strokes, till another 
immediately reheved him; nor were 
their worn-out Endeavours, though the 
Pump never lay ſtill, of half the Effect 
as at firſt, in diſcharging an equal Quan- 

tity of the riſing Water. 
G5 One 
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One great Difficulty was, that all the 
Hold and lower Part of the Ship was ſo 
chuck full of Goods, that there was no 
coming at the Leak to probe it, nor was 


there even a Gueſs to be made where- 


abouts it lay. In order to lighten the 
Ship, numberleſs Cheſts of Goods had 
been caſt over-board, without the leaſt 


Effect, till between one Exerciſe and the 


other, the poor Fellows abſolutely de- 
clined working any longer, rather chuſing 
to die in their Sleep, they ſaid, than to 
endure the Torment of forcing them- 
ſelves to longer Watchfulneſs. 

It appeared to Mr. Faulconer, as he 
has often ſaid, one of the moſt ſhock- 
ing Scenes in all Nature, to behold a 
poor Fellow involuntarily fallen upon the 
Deck into Sleep, awoke by ſuch Blows 
only as could poſſibly colle& his be- 
numbed Senſes, and urged to purſue his 
Labour; whilſt himſelf, incapable of 
riſing, has intreated but for one Hours 
Refreſhment, after which he has pro- 
1:{cd to labour till he ſhould drop in the 
Service ; but the Neceſſity was repre- 
jented as too urgent for indulging him 
that Liberty ; though Mr. Faulconer was 
fully perſuaded, that the Work would 

have 
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have been more expedited in the End, 
by an Allowance of the neceſſary Re- 
cruits to Nature. | 

They had been at this Paſs fo long, 
till Providence at length ſhewed them 
their Harbour in the Proſpect of St. 
Helena ; when, as if Nature had renewed 
the Term of their drooping Members and 
Faculties, nothing could be more fur- 
prizing than the Vigour wherewith the 
whole Crew beftirred themſelves, as per- 
fectly new Creatures: And now the 
Wind ſtanding fair for their Purpoſe, 

the Pumps were all deſerted, every Sheet 

{tretched, and in a happy Moment they 
arrived at their wiſh*d-for Haven. 

The Veſſel being now ſecured, and 


Pl the Crew thoroughly refreſhed by Reſt, 
i they ſet about unloading her, and were 
"ts fain entirely to clear her, before they 
8 could examine her to any Purpoſe: This 
of neceſſary Duty being over, ſhe was re- 
15 Ported ſo wormy and rotten at Bottom, 
3 and her Planks and Timber ſo damaged, 
he that ſhe would take up at leaſt two 
"ng Months to repair z Nay, it was azreed 
I on all hands, that little leſs than a down- 
1 8 right Miracle could poſſibly have brought 
juld her into Harbour. 


jave | As 
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As even the neceſſary Proceſs of the 
Voyage was next to a lingering Death to 
Mr. Faulconer, whole Heart had been 
long ſettled upon his Olympia in Eng- 
land, it muſt needs be concluded, that 
the News of this dead Stop to his Pro- 
greſs, muſt be received by him like a 
Dagger to his Vitals ; and fo it was, but 
ine ffectually; for, bear it he muſt, with- 
out Remedy, till the Veſſel ſhould be 
made ready for failing ; which, though 
it was publickly limited to two Months, 
yet there wanted not many of the Crew, 
who infiſted it might be twice as long 
firſt, with the ſlender Aid they could re- 
ceive there ; every additional Moment of 
which Delay ſounded like an Age, in 
Mr. Faulconer*s Ears. 


C H AP. 
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CHATS 


Mr. Faulconer goes on board Captain 
Randal for Barbadoes. Arrives there. 
Gets acquainted with Mr. Smith, a 
Planter. Diſcourſe with Mr. Smith's 
Lady. Mr. Faulconer diſcovers Smith 
to have been his School-fellow. Finds 
his Lady to be an Intimate of his 
Wife's, and hears ſhe is ſailed for 
India Zo him, | 


HILST they were all Hands 
buſily employed in refitting their 
crazy Bottom, a Veſſel from the Slave 
Coaſt put into &. Helena for Water, 

and ſtayed for ſome few Days there. 
Mr. Faulconer happening to fall into - 

Company with the Maſter of her, one 

Fames Randal, and being inquiſitive 
about the Slave Trade, which Mr. Ran- 
dal informed him he had been upon, 
and was returning with Two Hundred 
and Twenty-five of them to Barbadoes, 
Mr. Faulconer put the Queſtion at length 
to him, whether ever he ſailed to Eng- 

land. | h 
| To 


I 34 The MoTHER-IN-LAW; or, 


To England! ſaid Mr. Randal, yes 
ſurely | my Stages are from the Leeward 
Iſlands to England, and back again, I 
hope to be ſafe in the River Thames once 
within theſe ſix Months, if I have any 
Luck ; for I only made this Run, having 
a little Leiſure upon my Hands; nor 
doubt I but my Cargo lies ready for me 
by this time; ſo that I ſhall only have 
to put it on board, and ſet fail. 

Mr. Faulconer knowing that Captain 
Randal had been to take a View of 
Captain Gar/ſendre's Ship, as they were 
at work upon it, asked him how long 
Time he thought it might take to ſet 
her failing again? to which he replied, 
till he was gotten half way to Eugland. 

This Diſcourſe penetrated ſo deeply 
into Mr. Faulconer's Mind, that he de- 
termined to caſt himſelf again into Captain 
Randal's Way the very next Day. He 
did ſo; and being an excellent Com- 
panion, a Man of Senſe, and of an 
amiable Perſon, Randal cloſed in a more 
than ordinary Familiarity with him, took 
him on board his Ship, and treated him 
very handſomely. 1155 

This Civility of the Captain inſpired 
Mr. Faulconer with the ſtrongeſt Inclina- 

| tion. 


— ——— ARIES. 
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tion for joining himſelf to Captain Ran- 


dal, as a means of ſaving many Months in 
his Voyage to England, and put him upon 
declaring to him who he was, and by 
what Turn of Chance he came on board 


of Captain Garſondre. He aſſured him, 


that though the French Commander had 
behaved to him as to a Son, from a 
Friendſhip he bore for an Uncle of his, 
yet his Impatience for arriving in Fug- 
land with his Wife was ſo great, as to 
render every Part of the Captain's Re- 
gard for him taſtleſs, whilſt ſubject to 
the Delay he muſt wear out before they 


ſhould even reach France; and that then 


he ſhould have other Shipping to pro- 
vide himſelf of for England; whereas, 
Captain, ſaid he, I have been thinking 
how much ſooner I may arrive at home, 
could I but induce you to take me under 
your Protection. | 

You will have no need, ſaid Mr. 
Faulconer, to ſuſpect me of Falſity in 
my Report to. you, or that I ſhall not 
make good the Engagements I may 
enter into with you, in caſe you ſhall 


fee fit to receive me under your Charge; 


for that, as the Performance mult be 


_vpon our Arrival in England, I my- 


ſelf 
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ſelf will remain your Hoſtage on board 
there, till all Conditions ſhall be com- 
plied with. 

Captain Randal, judging Mr. Faul. 
coner's Story plauſible, and his Beha- 
viour denoting the Gentleman, aſſured 
him how readily he would receive him 
on board, aud ſupply him with what- 
ever he ſhould want, both to and at Bar- 
badoes, and during his Voyage to Eng- 
land: but as he had already engaged 
himſelf to the Frenchman, he could not 
think of taking him on board without 
his Knowledge, he ſaid. 

Far be it from him, Mr. Faulconer re- 
plied, either to require or expect it; 
adding, that all that he inclined to adjult 
with him was, only whether he would 
provide for his Paſſage to Eng/2nd, upon 
his obtaining his Diſmiſſion from the 
Frenchman, with his Conſent and Ap- 
probation. 

This, Captain Randal undertaking, 
Mr. Fanlconer applied himſelf to Captain 
Garſoudre, with his ſincereſt Compli- 
ments for all his paſt Favours, and his 
Hopes that he would not take amiſs his 
Inclination for expediting his Return to 


England. He added, that he had now 


all 
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an Opportunity, by Captain Randal, of 
the ſlaving Veſſel, not only of gaining 
many Weeks in his Paſſage, but of be- 
ing landed, as he might ſay, at his own 
Door too, if he pleaſed to give him 
Leave to quit his Ship; for that, ſtand- 
ing already indebted to him for ſo many 


paſt Favours, he could not think of quit- 


ting it but by his own Approbation. As 
to what he was already his Debtor, for 
his Proviſions, if he would pleaſe to 
make his Demand, be it what it would, 
he would draw a Bill for the Money, 
which he need not doubt being moſt 
punctually anſwered, 

Captain Gar ſondre, though he acknow- 
ledged himſelf unwilling to part with 
Mr. Faulconer, yet tor his own Service 
or Pleaſure, he ſaid, he ſhould wiſh him 
a good Voyage; but as to any Expecta- 
tion of his own, further than the Plea- 
ſure he took in his Capacity for any 
good Office to a Nephew of his quondam 
Friend, he declared he neither expected, 
or would accept of any ſuch Thing what- 
ſoever from him. 


Mr. Faulconer then deſiring to know, 


in what Part of the French Dominions 
the Captain had his Reſidence when on 
Shore, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Shore, he replied at La Rochelle; where- 
upon Mr. Faulconer took his Leave of 
the Paſſengers and Crew, and forthwith 
went on board the Weſt-Indiaman, who 
was to ſail with the very firſt fair Wind. 

On the third Day following they had 
loſt Sight of Saint Helena, and with a 
very quick Paſſage gained the American 
Coaſt ; but the Wind blowing then very 
hard, they were atraid to venture too 
near the Shore, leſt they ſhould be driven 
a-ground ; ſo that hovering about, on 
and off, they waited for milder Weather. 
At laſt, the Wind abating, they made 
the Iſland ; and here Mr. Faulconer going 
on Shore at St. Michael's Town, Captain 
Randal. advanced him Money for new 
cloathing him, in a Manner ſuitable to 
his Degree; and as it was a conſiderable 
Time before the Captain had diſpoſed of 
his Slaves, and taken in all his Lading 
for England, Mr. Faulconer, during that 
Space, became acquainted with ſeveral of 
the Planters who reſorted thither, and 
other of the Town's- folks. 

Amongſt the reſt of the Gentlemen 
that he had gained a Familiarity with, 
was one Mr. Smith, who lived at St. Mi- 


chaePs , but as Mr, Faulconer ſoon under- 
ſtood, 
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ſtood, had two or three large Plantations 
upon the Iſland, which he had ſubmitted 
to the Inſpection and Management of 
Superviſors. To theſe Mr. Smith fre- 

uently made Tours for a few Days, 
Som one to the other, though he reſided 
for a Conſtancy on neither of them, but 
as I ſaid before, at St. Michael's. 

Mr. Smith being frequently in Com- 
pany with Mr. Faulconer, and finding 
him a ſingle Man, and as he believed a 
complete Gentleman, invited him home 
one Day to Dinner with him. He was 
moſt elegantly entertained by Mr. Smith 


and his Lady; but Mr. Snith being ſent 


for to a Meeting of ſome of the Council, 
whereof he was a Member, and not be- 
ing able to do the further Honours of 
his Houſe to him till the Council ſhould 
be diſperſed, when he engaged to be 
back again, ſubſtituted his Lady in his 
Place, to fee that his Gueſt was provided 
of every thing that he might have Oc- 
caſion fon till his Return, 

Mr. Faulconer having in Diſcourſe 
diſcovered that Mrs Smith was an Eng- 
liſb Lady, and only had accompanied her 
Husband over to that Ifland for the Ad- 
juſtment of ſome of his Affairs there, 

which 


A. 
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which had ſuffered by Miſmanagement 
in his Abſence, he deſired to know what 
County ſhe was of, to which ſhe re- 
lcd, Worceſterſhire, originally; but that 

er lateſt Reſidence had been in Hereford- 
Hire, where Mr. Smith's Eſtate princi- 
pally lay, and heartily glad ſhe ſhould 
be of returning to it, ſhe ſaid, whenever 
his Buſineſs would permit : for that, for 
her Part, whatever Encomiums might 
be raiſed upon other Parts of the World, 
none, that ſhe had as yet cen, could 
come up to Old England. 

Mr. Faulconer told her, he thought 
himſelf extremely happy, in having ſo 
accidentally fallen into Company with a 
Lady, whom he had the Fionour to call 
Countrywoman. He told her he was 
of Worceſterſhire himfelf, and that his 
Family had been ſettled there for ſeveral 
Generations, and begg'd he might be 
acquainted with her Maiden Name. 
Mrs. Smith replied, King; that her Fa- 
ther was of Kidderminſter, and dealt in 
the Woollen Manufactury ; beſides, that 
he had a pretty little Eſtate there; but 
that bad Debts, and Accidents in Trade, 


fell ſo thick upon him, as that he was 
| obliged! to become a Bankrupt; that dying 


i00n 
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ſoon after, and before he could have 
Time to recover his Misfortunes, ſo as 
to be any way beneficial to her, his only 
Daughter, ſhe was compelled to keep a 
little Milliner's Shop for her Subſiſtence, 
till a Kinſwoman of her's dying, from 
whom ſhe had hoped for a fine Fortune, 
ſhe found her Expectation fruſtrated, 
and all that ſhould regularly have de- 
ſcended to her, ſave a ſingle Thouſand 


Pounds, preſented to a meer Stranger. 


Mr. Faulconer replied, that what ſhe 
had informed him was a hard Caſe in- 
deed: for that, as Charity was ordered 
to begin at home, fo he thought it 
highly incumbent upon every one, who 
was about to diſpoſe of their Property, 
how liberal ſoever they might with to be 
to Strangers, firſt to look at home, and 
make ample Proviſion for their own Re- 
latives. 

Mrs. Smith ſaid, ſhe ſhould have 
much more regretted the hard Uſage, 
had not the Eſtate fallen into ſuch 
Hands as ſhe was almoſt as well pleaſed 
with it in, as her own ; for that ſurely |! 
if there ever was a truly noble minded 
and generous Diſpoſition upon Earth, it 
dwelt in the preſent Poſſeſſor of that 

Fitate ; 
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Eſtate ; though, poor Woman! ſhe had 
enjoyed but little of it; for that her 
Husband being abroad, and ſhe doat- 
ingly fond of him, rather than wait the 
Dilatorineſs of his Return, ſhe had em- 
barked on board an Indiaman to follow 
him, before ſhe and her Husband left 
England. | 
Mr. Faulconer ſaying, that the Lady 
who had been ſo benefited by a ſtrange 
Family, muſt have greatly misbehaved, 
if ſhe had not firſt acted very hand- 
ſomely by her; Mrs. Smith replied, that 
her Diſcourſe was no way intended to 
convey the leaſt Reflection upon the ab- 
ſent Lady, who, unſought to, had of her 
own free Bounty, made an Addition of 
Nine Thouſand Pounds to a very ſlender 
Fortune that ſhe had of her own, upon 
her Marriage with Mr. Smith. She 
wiſhed, ſhe ſaid, that the poor Lady 
might be fo fortunate as to find her Hul- 
band well, and might bring him ſoon 
over with her; for as they loved like 
own Siſters, ſhe ſhould ſcarce believe 
ſhe lived, when ſhe ſhould come to 
England again, till her dear Friend ſhould 
be returned allo. | 
They 


— —— ____ 
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They then fell upon the Affairs of the 
Iſland they were upon, when Mrs. Smith 
told him, that her Husband had been 
prodigiouſly abuſed in the few Years he 
had been in England, by the Overſeers of 
his Plantations ; one of whom had made 
ſuch a Purle, as therewith to have pur- 
chaſed a very fine Plantation in Antigua, 
for which he had deſerted Mr. Smith's ; 
but that he had come over juſt in due 
Time, for preventing the other Super- 
viſor from playing the ſame Game; and 
that the only Thing that ſtill detained 
them abroad was, the calling that Ma- 
nager to Account, for the many Frauds 
he had committed to their Prejudice. 

Mr. Smith himſelf returning by this 
Time, he hoped his Wite had well en- 
tertained his Gueſt, he ſaid, ſince he had 

left him: But Sir, added he, though I 
have for ſome Time had the Pleaſure to 
be acquainted with your Perſon, you are 
{till a Stranger to me by Name. Mr. 
Faulconer replied, that his Name was 
Faulcener, and that he eſteemed himſelf 

| the more, for that he was his Lady's 
| Countryman. 

Mrs. Smith ſtarted at the Name, FR” 

ſtared as ſhe would have looked through 

him 5 
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him; whilſt Mr. Smith replied, I had 
once an honeſt lad, my Chum, at Win- 
cheſter School, when I was a Boy, who 
was of that Name ; but I have not 
ſeen him this many a Day, and wonder 
what is become of him. Should you 
know him again, Sir, ſaid Mr. Faulconer, 
if you ſhould fee him? TI cannot fay l 
ſhould, replied Mr. Smith; for a few 
Years, at the near Approach to Man- 
hood, make a prodigious Alteration in 
us, as I know by myſelf, who was then 
as ſlim a Lad as you ſhall fee in Five 
Hundred ; though in a few Years I am 
ſo chriven, that few Men exceed me in 
Bulk. 

Will you give me Leave, lid Mr.” 
- Faulconer, to "congratulate you upon the - 
Renewal of our paſt Friendſhip ? tho? 
till you mentioned the Name of Vin- 
cheſter School, I remembered nothing of 
you ; but the Word had ſcarce paſſed | 
your Li * 1 before I had recollected you 
too to be miſtaken in you. 


Mr. Smith a ſcarce credit this Re- 
port, Mr. Faulconer being ſo much al- 
tered. He asked him his Chriſtian 
Name, when Mr. Faulconer replying 
Hervey, then ſaid Mr, Smith, J can no 

longer 
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longer be dubious; you are the very 


| Man; and running to him, he embraced 


him. 1 
Mrs. Smith waited with impatience, till 


the two Friends had diſengaged themſelves 
from each others Embrace; when be- 
lieving ſhe had ſeen ſomewhat in Mr. 


Faulconer's Story, parallel to that of her 
dear Friend's Husband, ſhe beged he 
would inform her, whether he knew a 


Lady of his Name, that had once liv- 


ed in the Family of Mrs. Gately? 
Ha! Madam, replied Mr. Faulconer ; 

are you acquainted with that Lady ? No 
one was more intimate, nor owes any 


one Lady more to another, than I ſhall 
ever acknowledge myſelf to be Debtor 
to-Mrs, Faulconer for, ſaid Mrs. Smith; 
but added the, my Queſtion was, whe- 


ther you know that Lady, Sir ? 
Madam, replied Mr. Faulconer, that 
very Lady you mention, Honours me 


with the Title of Husband. It is for 


that very Lady, I have already walted 
the laſt twelve Years of my Life, ſub- 
ject to ſuch Perplexities, as Man ſcarce 
ever underwent before me; and now, 
my ſole Hope ſubſiſts, upon receiving 
an over Recompence for ail my pat 

II. H Anxietics, 
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Anxieties, within the Circuit of her 
Embraces. 5 

O Madam ! added he, may I be in- 
formed from you of her Health? And 
how you left her, when you embarked 
for this Iſland ? Alas! Sir, ſaid Mrs. 
Smith, a ſatisfactory Anſwer to your de- 
mand, exceeds my Power to lay before 
vou. This is the very Lady, whoſe 
Generoſity I have ſo long been extolling ; 
and this is the ſame Lady, who, biaſſed 
by the Exceſs of her Paſſion for you, 
and diſtracted at receiving no News for 
a long Time from you, is now actu- 
ally upon her Voyage to the Indies, in 
Search of you. 

Mr. Faulconer's every promiſed Joy 
at his Return to England, being thus diſ- 
concerted ; he fell into ſuch a Flood of 
weeping, as not all the Means that could 
be employed by the Lady and her Spoule, 
could put a Stop to : So that taking up 
his Hat, he beged Pardon for the 
Abruptneſs of the Leave he mult take 
of them, but that being wholly unmeet 
for Company, he muſt indulge over his 
Sorrows, he ſaid, in his own Appartment. 


CHAP. 


\ 
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CHAP; XL 


Mr. Faulconer*s Confuſion. His Solilo- 
guy. Recovers, Further account of his 
Olympia. Prepares for England with 

Captain Randal. Diſcharges the 
Captain. Reſolues to return with Mr. 

Smith. Reflection. Settles Mr. Smith's 

Accounts. Prepares with Mr. Smith 
For England. 


EVER was Man more upon the 
Torture than poor Faulconer was, 
for the whole following Night, after 
he had quitted Mr. Smith's Family, He 
ſtormed, he wept, he invoked the ſupe- 
riour Powers, he arraigned the Courſe of 
Providence, and if the Stars were any 
way contributary to his Misfortunes, in 
his Heart, he vented his Curſes on 
them. 

He caſt himſelf into various Attitudes, 
momentarily ; ſametimes into one Chair, 
ſometimes into another; riſing then, and 
ſtamping, and walking about his Cham- 
ber for a while, ſeeking in all his Starts, 
that Eaſe by ſhift of Poſture, which till 

H 2 fled 
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fled but the further from him. He then 
threw himſelf” upon his Bed, turning, 
and rolling from Side to Side, whilſt 
only Diſcomfort preſenting, he aroſe, 
and paſſed through the ſame Rotation 

again. | 
The Tranſitions of his Fancy, from 
one Flight to another, were at firſt ſo 
very ſwift, as to be preventive of all 
Solidity, either of Argument or Judg- 
ment, for directing him in what he was 
about; till having ſpent the firſt Fury of 
his Paſſion ; what am 1? ſaid he, thus 
clamorouſly to inveigh againſt the Me- 
thods of Providence, as if I, was ſingly. 
the Butt for the keenꝭſt Darts of Fate to 
be levelled at? It other Men are ſubject 
to, and ſuſtain like Shocks with myſelf, 
I take but my Lot in Humanity, with 
the reſt of my Species. Can I ſay to 
myſelf impartially, that it is not within 
the reach of Poſſibility, for me to grap- 
ple with Afflictions more poignant, than 
theſe that at preſent ſurround me? If I 
cannot, why ought not theſe to be tol- 
lerated by me, and that, in all humble 
Thankfulneſs, for that they are no 
worſe? — What, if inſtead of Mrs. 
S1iil*'s Report of my Olympia's Voyage 
to 
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to ſeek me, ſhe had confirmed her 
Death to me? Hope then, had been 
deſtroyed, that only Plank, that buoys 
the trembling Heart from ſinking, into 
the Abyſs of Miſery and Deſperation. 
What hinders, but we may meet 
again ? Perhaps, not inſtantly on my 
Return to England; — what then? ano- 
ther Time we may, when ſhe arrives. 
Now I am departed, from the Eaſt, 
ſhe'l! have no call long to detain her 
abſent. —Then, ſhe returns; we meet, 
and all is well again.—Have we not now 
twelve Years been ſeperated ?—Can one 
more added to their Number be more 
tedious to me than all the reſt 2—lf I 
ſurmiſe ſo, becauſe I ſuſpected myſelt to 
be approaching near to my Happineſs ; it 
1s but Fancy, not to be indulged, in ſpite 
of common Senſe. Will all my Frenzy 
call her back again one Moment ſooner 
than the natural Courſe of Things will 
regularly bring her to me ? If not, why 
wait I not with Patience the Event; nor 
by Anticipation, hurry on my Sorrows ? 
1 hear ſhe lives —Bleſt ſound! and ſtill 
there's Hope; though not of inſtant 
Mecting to my wiſh ; yet, at the ſtated 
Time laid down by better Guidence. 
Hy Bclieving 
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Believing this, what Cauſe have J for 
Sorrow? Nay, *tis the want of this alone, 
that ſubjects the human Frame to Diſ- 
content and Frowardneſs. I might have 
periſhed in the Wreck of my Ship 
in the Canibals Country; many a one, 
of my Companions did ſo.— I might 
long &re now, have made a Meal for 
thoſe blood-thirſty Creatures; my ſole 
Companion made it: Nay, though my 
Fate was longer delayed than his, was 
not at length, within a ſingle Day of 
it, had I not made my eſcape with Max- 
z4-bin ? for though he was to have pre- 
ceeded me, ſhould I not then have ſtood 
ſingle upon the Liſt for Slaughter? I 


might have periſhed on the great Ocean, 
at leaſt, have loſt myſelf to all the ſoci- 


able World ; Maz-ur-bin has, I doubt 
not, if Death prevented not his ever 
reaching Shore, I might have fallen in 
with Pirates, Savages, or have been 
condemned to perpetual Slavery; but 
eſcaped I not all theſe, to be received by 
hoſpitable Hands, with proſpect of re- 
turn to my own Nation, Family, and 

Friends ? 
Why then do I complain? My Wife 
has taken a Step undeſireable by _ 
18 
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Is it in Scorn of me? Or Combination 
with a Paramour, to violate my Bed, 
and break her Faith to me? All theſe 
ſhe might have done; but no, poſſeſſing 
ſtill her Innocence, and Affection for 
me, has ſhe not ſet her life at Hazard, 
meerly for my ſake ? Meerly, to reco- 
ver me, in hopes of bleſſing me by her 
See | 

She has miſtaken in her View; let 
him that never hath, condemn her then ; 
my Buſineſs is to make Content a Vir- 
tue, under Diſappointments, and wait 
with Patience, till the ſame gentle Pa- 
tron, who has ſafely conducted me 
through a Series of Perils, to a ſure Aſy- 
lum, ſhall pleaſe to return her ſafe to 
1 g my Embraces again. The worſt may 

* now be paſt, and when we meet again, 
* perpetual Sun- ſnine may, whilſt Life re- 
mains, attend our every future Proſ- 
pects. | | 
After this Soliloquy, Mr. Faulconer, 
reflecting ſtill more ſeriouſſy upon all 
the Bleſſings he had lately received, 
iſſued forth his Praiſes to the Merciful 
Author of them, and implored his Aſſi- 
ſtance, for a ſpeedy Re-union between 
him and his deareſt Oùympia; and then, 
H 4 compoling 
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compoſing himſelf to reſt, after a ſweet 


Refreſhment till Morning, he aroſe a per- 


fect new Creature. 

He met Mr, Smith again the next 
Morning, who ſeemed greatly delighted 
at the Serenity which then appeared upon 


his Countenance; aſſuring him, that he 


was very fearful, the paſt Night's Hur- 
ricane would not fo ſpeedily have been 
over-blown, _ 

Mr. Faulconer replied, that as Reaſon 
was diſpenſed to Man, as a Regulator of 
the Inordinacy of his Paſſions ; ſo, till 
that could be called in to his Aid, moſt 
ſudden and affecting Circumſtances 
would ſcize upon the Paſſions, to an 
immoderate Degree; during which 
Time, the Man might: be forcibly car- 
ried beſides himſelf ; but that no ſooner 
ſhould he have ſeated Judgment in the 
Place Supream, than every flaſhy Tranſ- 
port, unſupported by ſound Argument, 
would vanith like an Ignis-fatuus, after 
having miſled the Patient for a while, 
in Error. | | 

Mr. Faulconer then told Mr. Smith, 
that having ſeveral further Enquiries to 
make, relative to his Wife, he muſt 
beg his Leave for waiting upon his Lady 

again 
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again with them; ſince the only Satis- 
faction he was capable of in 5 
his Wife's Abſence, would be correſ- 
ponding about her with Mrs. Smith, 
whom he found ſo intimate a Friend 
of hers. | 

Mr. Smith, as well pleaſed at affording 
Mr. Falconer the leaſt means of Conſola- 
tion, as himſelf could be of receiving it, 
replied, that he was then going to a 
neighbouring Plantation, about a Mile 
from the Town, and that as he ſhould 
return to Dinner, if Mr. Falconer would 
partake in the Walk, he ſhould Dine 
with him, and indulge his Curioſity for 
the whole Evening afterwards. This Invi- 
tation Mr. Faulconer agreeing to, Din- 
ner was no ſooner over, than Mrs. Smith 
and he, ingaged themſelves ſo deeply in 
the Aﬀairs of his Olympia, that ſcarce 
a Step had been taken by her in his. 
Abſence, but he was now perfectly ap- 
prized of, 

In ſhort, the Intimacy between Mr. 
Smith and his Lady, and Mr. Faulco- 
ner, in a little Time, became no leſs ce- 
mented, than between that Lady and 
Ohmpia it had before been; nor were 
they ever a Moment together, that the 
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Converſation was at a ſtand, for Mr. 
Faulconer could never introduce Ohmpia 
upom the Carpet, but he was certain, be- 
fore the Concluſion, to hear of ſome 
meritorious Act, reflecting Praiſe upon 


e. 


Captain Randal was now ready for 
Jailing to Engiand, of which he informed 
Mr. Faulconer, and deſired him to be on 
Board in a Day or two; but poor Faul. 
toner, who had not the ſame Motive for 
Expedition in that Voyage, as before, 
looked upon England with little more 
pleaſing an Eye, than on ſome deſolate 
Iſland, without his Ohmpia there at his 
Arrival; however, as his paſt Means of 
Subſiſtance had ariſen from the Cap- 
tain's Confidence in his Aſſurances; and 
as his Engagement with the Captain muſt 
be complyed with there, he promiſed to 
be on board in good Time, and take 
his Paſſage with him. 

Mr. Faulconer had learnt from Mrs. 


Smith, that his Wife had left all her 


Concerns, and the Management of her 
Eſtate in Mr. Roberts's Hands: So that 
he made himſelf eaſy as to Captain Ran- 
dal's Satisfaction, not in the leaſt diſ- 
puting, but upon a Letter to Mr. No- 

| berts 
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berts of his Arrival, he would remit 
him what ever he ſhould require of him, 
for that purpoſe. 

As he was about to quit the Iſland fo 
ſoon, he went to pay his Compliments 
to Mr. Smith and his Lady, for all their 
Favours; to inquire what Commands 
they might have for his Execution in 
England, and to take his final Leave of 
them, when Mr. Smith, who had not 
been before apprized of his ſo ſudden De- 
parture, ſeemed greatly concerned for 
the Loſs of ſo good a Companion, and 
told him, that as he would certainly be 
but as a Fiſh out of its natural Element, 
ever reſtleſs, and encompaſſed with Per- 
plexity, till his Lady's Return, which 
could not be even hoped for theſe fix. 
Months; if he would take up with a Bed 
in his Houſe, and the commonFare of his 
Table, for about a Month longer, in 
which Space he hoped to have finiſhed 
all his Affairs upon the Ifland, he ſhould 
be heartily glad of his Company Home 
with them, as he ſhould freight, a Ship. 
himſelf, and have it wholly at his Com- 
mand, | 
Nothing upon Earth could be more 
grateful to Mr, Taulconer, than this 
Otter 
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Offer of Mr. Smith, to a Compliance 
wherewith, his Lady alſo preſſed very 
ſtrenuouſly; and ſo Mr. Faulconer told 
them, but he was extremely ſorry to ſay, 
that it was by no means to be complyed 
with : For that he ftanding greatly In- 
debted to Captain Randal, not only for 
his Paſſage from Saint Helena thither, 
but for ſeveral Sums advanced to him 
ſince on Shore, all which he had engaged 
to diſcharge, immediately upon his Ar- 
rival in England, he could under no 
Colour offer to put him off, upon any 
other pretenced Method of Payment: 
So that he thanked them very much for 
the Favour intended him, but from the 
Circumſtances of Things, he ſaid, it 
was moſt needful that he ſhould go 
with Captain Randal. 

Mr. Smith replied, that he need be 
under no Neceſſity for Uneaſineſs upon 
that Account; for as he had more Mo- 
ney by far by him, than he ſhould have 
Occaſion for, he would not only di- 
charge all Demands the Captain had 
upon him, but ſupply him with what- 
ever elſe his Occaſions ſhould require, 
during his Stay. Now, added he, my 
Wife is fo fond of an Engliſhman, and 
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incomparatively of yourſelf, as fo nearly 


allied to her dear Friend, that out of 
Charity to her, you . muſt give us your 
Company, (ſince I ſhall undertake to 
clear you with the Captain) or my Wife 
will break her Heart after you. 

Mr. Faulconer waiting but for few Ar- 
guments to induce him to a Compliance 
with what was ſo agreeable to himſelf, 
ſubmitted ; and in the Afternoon, ſend- 
ing for Captain Randal, Mr. Smith 
paid him off to his full Content ; and as 
a Gratuity, for his ready Aſſiſtance to 
Mr. Faulconer in his Diſtreſs, at this Gen- 
tleman's Defire, Mr. Smith prelented 
him with Thirty Guineas; wherewith, 
the Captain judging himſelf amply re- 
compenced, he took Leave. Mr. Faul- 
coner became now incorporated into Mr, 
Smith's Family; nor mattered he how 
long he ſhould tarry abroad, fo that he 
might but be in England to congratulate 
his Olympia upon her Return thither. 

If Men could but ſee into the future 
Capacities of ethers for ſerving them, 
how many good Turns would be done, 
(which are now neglected) if with no 
other View than to the Intereſt of the 
Agent himſelf! Nor is it an idle Remark, 

that 
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that a good Turn, well meant and per- 
formed with a humane Diſpoſition, for 
the moſt Part, though unexpectedly, re- 
dounds to the Emolument of him that 
did it; as in this Caſe before us of Mr. 


Faulconer, who, though with a very ill 
will, muſt have departed with Captain 


Randal, for his Honour's ſake, had not 


Mr. Smith aſſiſted him, without being 


aſſured whether Mr, Roberts, at his Ar- 
rival, would have complied with his Re- 
queſt for Payment of the Captain, when 
he ſhould have ſeen him returned naked 
and deſtitute to England, after ſo many 
Years Abſence : For it is almoſt wrought 
up to a Maxim amongſt Mankind, that 
there can ſcarce be a more prevalent Ar- 
gument for declining your Aſſiſtance, 
than that the Petitioner really. wants it, 
Whilſt a Man is of Ability to help him- 
ſelf, every By-ſtander will reach out a 


Hand to him; but being once fallen 


under his Burden, he is no longer worthy 
of the leaſt Regard from any one. 
Mr. Faulconer, from his long Ac- 


quaintance with his Pen, was become a 


moſt ready Accomptant; nor, as it hap- 
pened afterwards, proved he leſs a Friend, 
or uſeful to Mr. Smith, than this Gen- 
tleman 
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tleman had expreſſed himſelf to him: 
For Mr. Smiths Concerns being very ex- 
tenſive, and of various Kinds in the 
Hand, the Overſeer he was over-hauling, 
had complicated his Accounts into ſuch 
Intricacy, that though he was deſired to 
account with his Maſter, and to pay him 
the Balance of all Tranſactions, yet nei- 
ther Mr. Smith, nor ſeveral to whom he 
had applied himſelf, could any way un- 
ravel the Clue he had extended them to. 

This perplexed Affair creating Mr. 
Smith no little Diſturbance, as he was 
bewailing his Caſe one Day to Mr. Faul- 
coner, he informed him what a Diffi- 
culty he lay under, in not being able to 
adjuſt his Servant's Accounts; for that 
he had kept them in ſuch a Manner, he 
iaid, as that, turn them which way ever 
he could, they were erroneous in his Dif- 
favour ; whereas, there would be an 
extraordinary Balance due to him, could 
he but get them fairly ſtated. 

Mr. Faulconer replied, that he had 
compoſed many knotty Difficulties that 
way ; and were his Books but legible, 
and but kept in fuch a Manner as that 
the Truth could but be thence extract- 
cd, he would warrant to find it; for as 
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to Irregularities, or Injudiciouſneſs in the 
Entries, of Debt or Credit, he mattered 
not them in the Jeaſt ; and if he pleaſed 


to permit him, he would do his beſt to 


ſerve him. 

Mr. Smith was ſo hag of the Profter, 
that he forthwith clapped both Books 
and Papers into his Hands, and to work 
went Mr. Faulconer, ſitting cloſe to it 
tor two whole Days, at the End of which 
Time he delivered to Mr, Smith a fair 
Copy of the Account, balanced between 
them, with the Aſfurance, that, if he 
pleaſed, he would juſtify it, articulatim, 
to be right. 8 

This, which had coſt Mr. Smith not. 
only a great Waſte of Time, but alſo a 


conſiderable Expence to others, without 


Effect, being accompliſhed by Mr. Faul- 
coner, to the entire Satisfaction of every 
one to whom it was neceſſary to produce 
it, in the Space of two Days only, gained 


him ſuch a Reputation for a Man of 


Figures, that had he been obliged to 
have ſcttled abroad, he might well have 
ſubſiſted himſelf upon that E mployment 
only: But now, Mr. Sith had got this 
Difficulty over, one Week compleating 
all that he had elſe to do there, they be- 
gan 
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gan to turn their Minds towards Old 
England, and to make Preparations for 
embarking. 


C HA HR XIE 


Hear of a War. Conſult to avoid being 
taken, Eſcape an Enemy, Run into 
Boſton, Stay ſome Time there. A 
Spaniard and her Prize brought into 
Boſton. Fix their Return. The Cap- 
tain gives publick Notice of it. A Lady 
wants to go a Paſſenger. Surpriſing 
Turn, Mrs, Smith in a Tit. | 


R. Smith had freighted the Twwo 
Socias (that being the Name the 
Ship. went by) entirely from his own 
Plantations, and had now taken his whole 
Family on board, when a Ship arrived 
in the Harbour, with an Account-of a 
Spaniſh War with England. | 
This damped their Jollity a little, and 
put them upon Conſultation for the ſafeſt 
Courſe of failing, which was at length 
reſolved for the Windward of the Ha- 
vanna for ſome Leagues, and then to go 
North about to England ; but firſt, as 
Mr. Smith was to have near another * 
oa 
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load of Goods ſoon after to follow him, 
it was reſolved to disburden their own 
Ship of ſo much as, with what was left 
behind, would make one entire Load for 
the next Ship ; ſo that not being over- 
weighted themſelves, they might be the 
nimbler for running, in caſe of a Purſuit 
by the Enemy; for the Socias being a 
prime Satler, and now not heavy, they 
were in hopes of ſhewing a light Pair 
of Heels to whomſoever they ſhould be 
attacked by, 

They had very agreeably performed 
what they had purpoſed to themſelves, 
and had made a fate Voyage till they 
came to Latitude Forty-two, when ſpy- 
ing a Sail to the Eaſtward, the Captain, 
by his Glaſs, judged her to be a Ship of 
War, though but of ſmall Force as he 
apprehended : However, he not being 
any way prepared for Reſiſtance, drove 
the Nail that he hoped might beſt go, 
and crowding all the Sail he well could, 
run directly for the New England Shore, 
from which he judged himſelf to be 
diſtant about ſeventy Leagues. | 

She being a clean Ship, and ſo good a 
Sailor, the Purſuer, to his Apprehenſion, 
gained but little Ground of them; when, 

as 
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as the Purſuit continued till dark Night, 
Mr. Smith adviſed him to alter his 
Courſe, and running ſouthward, the 
Enemy might poſſibly loſe Sight of him 
before Morning; but Mr. Harbold, that 
being the Captain's Name, truſting to 
the Goodneſs of his Ship, and her 
Speed, deſired that he might take his 
own Way ; and, barring Accidents, he 
would engage to reach New England be- 
fore the Enemy (for they made no 
Doubt of her being a Spaniard) could 
overtake him, by which Means they 
might hope to be in Safety; whereas 
there was a Proſpect of Danger from 
any other Method of proceeding. 


At open Day-light, the next Morning, 


they could perceive the Enemy maleing 
after them ſtill, as the Day before, and 
that ſhe had rather gained than loſt upon 
them ; wherefore, the Captain concluding 
that as both Veſſels made their utmoſt 


Speed, if the Enemy gained no more 


upon him in the next twenty-four Hours 
than ſhe had done for the laſt, he ſhould 
be out of all Danger from her, he ſtill 
held on all that Day, and the following 
Night; and upon the third Morning, 
having a fair View of Baſton, with the 

| Enemy 
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Enemy far in his Rear, he ſlacked his 
Speed, and gently failed into the Har- 
bour about Noon, the Enemy having 
quitted the Chaſe for ſome Hours be- 
fore, and was ſailed ſouth eaſtward. 

Mr. Smith, who had never ſeen Boſton, 
now reſolved to take his Wife on Shore, 
as they had been ſo happily driven in 
there, to the ſaving of their Perſons and 
Goods, and to ſtay there for ſome Days, 
till the Purſuer might have quitted thoſe 
Seas; for he had rather, he ſaid, be 
{ome Sufferer by a Delay of Time, than 
to run himſelf again into the Jaws of 
that Danger they had ſo lately and hap- 
pily eſcaped from; ſo that landing his 

Family with him, they took a Lodging 
at a Merchant's, a Friend of. Captain 
Harbold's, with Intent to ſtay till they 
ſhould hear that the Navigation of thoſe 
Parts was leſs interrupted. 

There had, during a Fortnight's Time, 
been ſeveral Ships arrived in the Har- 
bour, ſome of whom had been chaced, 
ſome not; but ſtill Mr. $2zzþ had not 
determined upon any particular Time for 
ſailing. | 

One Morning, about the Middle of 
the enſuing Week, as Mr. Smith was 

walking 
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walking with his Lady and Mr. Faul- 
coner, in View of the Sea, they ſaw 
three Ships making to the Shore, ſeem- 


ingly in Company, and judged they had 


kept together for Safety; but thought 
no more of it, till about Noon, it was 
rumoured about the Town, that an 
Engliſh Man of War had taken a $pani/h 
Privateer and her Prize, and had brought 
them both into Boſton, 

All the Town was in Alarm, crowd- 
ing to fee the Priſoners, as they were 
conducting to the Priſon, and every 
Mouth rang of the Capture. They 
proceeded in few Days -to unload the 


Privateer, ſhe having a great Quantity 


of Goods on board, that ſhe had taken 
out of a former Prize, ſo far out at Sea, 
that ſhe rather ſuffered her to go off after 
plundering her, than to be at the Trouble 
of bringing her home ; and then they 
took an Account of the Cargo of the 
Hngliſb Veſſel that they had retaken, but 
the had been ſo mauled before ſhe would 
ſtrike, that ſhe could not be fit for Ser- 
vice for ſome Time again. 

During theſe Tranſactions, which 10510 
UP a conſiderable Time, Mrs. Szuth pre- 
vailed for her Husband's Stay at Boſton, 

rather 
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rather than expoſe themſelves to the 
fame Fate with the poor miſerable Cap- 
tives, whom ſhe had ſeen dragged thro? 
the Streets to a Jail. 

As for the Engliſb who had been taken 
Priſoners by the Privateer, they were all 
ſet at Liberty, and the Sailors retained 
to look after their own Ship; but the 
Paſſengers were permitted to go at large. 

Matters had lingered on thus, till all 
the Talk of Seizures at Sea being pretty 
near dropt, Mrs. Smith at length con- 
ſented to their ſailing; and a Day being 
appointed for the Purpoſe, Captain Har- 
bold had given out in the Town, that on 
ſuch a Day, Wind and Weather permit- 
ting, he ſhould ſet fail for England, in 
order to ſee if he could light of Paſſen- 
gers to go with him. 

The Captain, during the whole Time 
of their Stay in the Harbour, had ſcarce 
ever lain on Shore, but moſtly on board 
his Veſſel : But as Mr. Smith was a fort 
of Houſekeeper at his Lodgings, he 
had given the Captain one general In- 
vitation to make tree Uſe of his Table, 
whenever he ſhould be on Shore; fo 
that the Captain ior the moſt part dined 


there. 
About 
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About a Day or two before they 
were to have failed, as the Captain was 


| fitting at Dinner with Mr. Smith's Fa- 


mily, a Servant brought in word, that 
two Ladies without deſired they might 
ſpeak to him. Mr. Smith ordergd the 
Servant to ſhew them into the -next 
Room, and would fain have had the 
Captain to have finiſhed his Meal, before 
he had gone to them; but the Captain, 
judging they muſt come upon Buſineſs, 
and rather neglecting any thing than 
that, would wait upon them directly. 
The Room they were ſhewn into was 
divided off from that the Company were 
at Dinner in but by a very thin Wainſcot 
Partition; fo that not a Word could 
well paſs in one Room, that might not 
be diſtinctly heard in the other ; by 
which Means they preſently diſcovered, 
that the Perſons with the Captain wanted 
their Paſſage to England with him. Mr. 
Smith then, in a jocoſe Way, taking Mr. 


Faulconer by the Hand, Come, my old 


School-tellow, ſaid he, chear up, you 
hear what is going forward, It has 
cancerned me, during our whole Voyage 
hitherto, that you had never a Female 
Companion appropriated to you, as well 

as 
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About a Day or two before they 
were to have failed, as the Captain was 
ſitting at Dinner with Mr. Smith's Fa- 
mily, a Servant brought in word, that 
two Ladies without deſired they might 
ſpeak to him. Mr. Smith ordered the 
Servant to ſhew them into the next 
Room, and would fain have had the 
Captain to have finiſhed his Meal, before 
he had gone to them; but the Captain, 
judging they muſt come upon Buſineſs, 


and rather neglecting any thing than 


that, would wait upon them directly. 
The Room they were ſhewn into was 
divided off from that the Company were 
at Dinner in but by a very thin Wainſcot 
Partition; ſo that not a Word could 
well pals in one Room, that might not 
be diſtinctly heard in the other; by 
which Means they preſently diſcovered, 
that the Perſons with the Captain wanted 
their Paſſage to England with him. Mr. 
Smith then, in a jocoſe Way, taking Mr. 
Faulconer by the Hand, Come, my old 
School-tellow, ſaid he, chear up, you 
hear what is going forward, It has 
cancerned me, during our whole Voyage 
hitherto, that you had never a Female 
Companion appropriated to you, as well 
as 
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as myſ{elf ; but now we ſhall have two, 

I fancy, and then you may -take your 

Choice. | Es | 5 
Whatever recalled his Lady to his 

Mind, was far from proving a Piece of 


Pleaſantry to Mr. Faulconer, whilſt they 


remained at ſuch a Diſtance from each 
other; ſo that, inſtead of carrying on 
the Joke, Mr. Faulconer replied but with 
a Sigh. | | 

They found that the Lady had been a 
Paſſenger for England in the Ship that 
had been taken by the Pirate, and 
brought in by the Man of War; and 
that ſhe wanted a Paſſage with Captain 
Harbold for herſelf and Maid, hearing 
that he was ſo ſoon deſigned for Eng- 
land, This made them the more ſilent 
themſelves, and attentive to what was 
ſaid by the Ladies; but nothing more 
paſſed between them, (after the Captain 
had aſſured them they ſhould have the 
beſt Accommodations that his Ship 
would afford) ſave the Matter of Price, 
and the Manner of their Entertainment. 

Mr. Faulconer having been vaſtly pen- 
ſive tor ſome Time; I could almoſt 
ſwear, at length ſaid he, to that Voice 
being my Wife's. Don't you conceive 

N . 
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it to be vaſtly like hers, Madam? ſaid 
he to Mrs. Smith. | 
The Lady being then ſpeaking, and 
Mrs. Smith purpoſely attending to her, 
it is the very ſame, ſaid ſhe, I proteſt , 
and was ſhe but any where within Com- 
paſs of us, I could be poſitive of it. 
They then both liſtening again, ſaid 
Mr. Faulconer, if ever I heard her ſpeak 
in my Life, it is ſhe. Alas! I can ſcarce 
be deceived ; for as her Form is ever 
before my Eyes, ſo her Valediction (till 
ſounds in my Ears to this very Moment. 
J cannot reſt till I have ſatisfied myſelf. 
Prithee, ſaid Mr. Smith, don't make 
yourſelf look ſo ridiculous ; what can 
your Wife, who mult needs be at India 
by this Time, do in our next Room, 
treating with the Captain in New Eng- 
land for a Paſſage to Old England 2 The 
very Reflection upon ſo idle a Surmiſe 13 
beneath a Man of Senſe, — How many 
hundred Faces in the World may, upon 
a Glimpſe, be miſtaken for fome other ? 
why then not Voices as well? — Leave 
off theſe Whimſies, and ſcorn to unman 
yourſelf by ſuch chimerical Notions. 
Mind you your Dinner, Man, added 
he, and let the Captain traffick with his 
Ladies as he plcaſcs. 

Y 0b; Lk Mr. 
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Mr. Smith had fo cowed Mr. Faul- 
coner by this Speech, that though he 
fully intended to have taken a Peep at 
the Ladies upon their Departure, he had 


been fo confuſed as to have let them 


flip him, unwittingly, and the Captain 
was again returned to finiſh his Dinner. 
So, Sir! ſaid Mr. Smith, if I am not 
miſtaken, we are to have Company with 
us, and that of the better Sort too, 
Ladies —Have you agreed upon Terms ? 
and will they fail with you? The Cap- 
tain replied in the Affirmative z — that 
they were a Lady and her Maid, that 
had been taken in their Way to Eng- 


land by the Spaniards, but had the good 


Fortune to be retaken, and brought in 
there. And pray, {aid Mr. Smith, what 
is ſhe for a Woman? Will ſhe make a 
pleaſing Companion for my Friend here? 
is ſhe young or old? Maid, Wife, or 
Widow? gay or grave? handſome or 
ugly? 

#4 Man muſt have taken her Portrait, 
to be able to anſwer half your Queries, 
Sir, ſaid the Captain, It was enough 
for me to bring her to a handſome Al- 
Jowance for her Paſſage, and that of 


her Servant. I was far ſiom making the 
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nice Diſquiſition you enquire after. But 
this I can ſay, from a curſory Obſerva- 
tion, that taking her altogether, ſhe is 
as genteel and amiable a Lady, as to my 
thinking I ever ſet my Eyes upon. 

Well ſaid; cried Mr. Smith — Why, 
look ye, Faulconer, ſaid he, I told you 
what a happy Time was drawing on 
nor doubt I, when the Lady and you ſhall 
become a little familiar, but we ſhall 
have a ſprightly Companion of you to 
England, But pray, Captain, faid Mrs. 
Smith, has this ſo amiable Lady no 
Name, that ſhe informed you of ? 

Tes ſurely ! ſaid he, ſhe has a Name, 
that's true enough, and I have it in my 
Pocket, but can't ſay that I have ever 
heard it yet. 

Mrs Smith then fell a laughing hearti- 
ly. I'll be flea'd, ſaid ſhe, if this fine 
Lady don't turn out ſome Boſton Shop- 
keeper at laſt, who has given you a Bill 
of her Shop, with a Detail of her Com- 
modities, in caſe you ſhould have a Want 
in her Way, before you go. Come, 
come, Captain, added ſhe, produce, pro- 
duce; you don't know but you may ger 
the Lady a Cuſtomer amonglt us. 

T4 Truly, 
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Truly, Madam, ſaid the Captain, you 
are miſtaken ; for I do aſſure you, the 
Lady had not in the leaſt the Air of a 
Tradeſwoman, but not being able to 
write without my Spectacles, after we 
had come to Terms, I begg'd her to 
write down her Name and Abode in my 
Pocket-Book, that I might know where 
to ſend to her upon Occaſion. 

Methinks I long for a Sight of the 
Lady's Hand-writing, ſaid Mrs. Smith; 
and pray, Captain, added ſhe, favour 
me with a Sight of it. I'll promiſe you 
J will not pry into your Secrets, but only 
Juſt ſatisfy myſelf in the Lady's Name. 

With all my Heart, Madam, replied 
the Captain, you are very welcome to 
make what Uſe you pleaſe of it; (giving 
it into her Hand) for, added he, I bought 
it but this Morning, and the only Writ- 
ing you will find in it is the Lady's, 

Mrs. Smith had no ſooner opened the 

Book at the firſt Leaf, than turning pale 
as Death in a Moment, whillt all the 
Company were in Amaze at the Change, 
and riſing to her Aſſiſtance, ſhe dropped 
from her Chair upon the Floor, into a 
Fit, wherein ſhe ſeemed to labour ſo for 
Breath, 
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Breath, and ſtruggled ſo, that they all 
verily believed her to be breathing her 
laſt. | 

The Captain riſing with the reſt, that 
he might in ſome Meaſure have been 
helpful too, and ſeeing the Book ſtill in 
her Hand, would, willingly have taken 
it from her, but ſhe had ſo clenched it 
within her Gripe, that all the Strength 
he could employ proved ineffectual for 
ns Removal. 

The Tears ran down her Cheeks moſt 
plentifully. and ſhe continued to utter a 
moaning Cry, like a Perſon diſtreſſed to 
the utmoſt Pitch; but ſtill ſtruggled fo, 
that the three Men had much ado to 
hold her from bruiſing herſelf againſt 
the Floor. 

Never were poor Creatures under 
more Aſtoniſhment than her Husband 
and Mr. Faulconer ; for that ſhe having 
never been ſubject to Fits, this was the 
more ſurprizing to them. They had 
called for ſome of the Servants, and by 
this Time her own Maid was come, 
who deſired to have ſome better Advice 
for her Lady; for that ſhe really took 
her to be in a dangerous Way : But 
before the Fellow could be [ liſpatched 

3 tor 
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for one of the Faculty, Mrs. Smith, after 


' Fetching a Sigh or two, and opening her 


Eyes once or twice, beginning to breathe 
ſomewhat eaſter, her Husband inſiſted 
vpon her being put into Bed, as the moſt 
quiet and refreſhing Fetten ſhe could be 
placed in. 
Every one then clapping a Hand to 
the Work, they conveyed her to her 
Chamber between four of them, where 
they left her to the Management of her 
two Maids, who had Orders both to ſit 
by her, and upon any Alteration, either 
for the better or worſe, to give their 
Maſter Notice of it. 
It was a full Hour or more, 6 


either of the Maids deſcended to Mr. 


Smith, who had been long moſt impa- 
tiently waiting for ſome Account of his 
Lady; but then her own Maid preſent- 
ing herſelf to him, aſſured him, that ſhe 
hoped the worſt was over; for that her 


Lady had been in a fine Sleep ever ſince 


ſhe had been in Bed; had breathed 
treely, and was juſt awakened very. 
compoſedly, and had deſired ſomewhat 
to drink. 

Mr. Smith ordered the Girl away for 
ſome Wine and Water, which. he * 
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he would carry up to her himſelf. He 
did ſo; and having ſat by her about a 
Quarter of an Hour, he judged her to 
be out of all Danger. 

He was going to call Mr. Faulconer 
up, to congratulate her upon her Re- 
covery, he having ſuffered as much for 
her Diſorder, as had ſhe been his own 
Wife; but perceiving her again in- 
| linable to farther Sleep, and believing 
that would be the molt beneficial Way 
of employing herſelf, he ſtole down 
ſoftly from her, but left Orders for their 
giving him Notice of her awaking. 


C FH A P. XIII. 


Mr. F aulconer in great Diſorder. Mr. 
Smith zhinks him delirious, Account 
of Mr. Faulconer's Diſorder. Mr. 
Faulconer affirms his Wife to be come. 

Miſerable Diſappointment. Projefts the 

- "next Day's Work. Debates upon a 

Pocket - Book. Found in Faulconer's 

Pocket. Finds his Olympia. 


HE Captain had now left Mr. 
Smith, and the two Gentlemen 
* drank near a Bottle of Wine, betore 
14 News 
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News was brought them of Mrs. Smith's 


awaking pure well; nor could the Maid, 


ſhe ſaid, but with much Difficulty, pre- 
vail for her not riſing, till The had ac- 


quainted her Maſter of her being feir- 


rin 

The Gentlemen both ran up, and 
Mr. Faulconer hoped ſhe was better, he 
faid ; for that ſhe had given him ſuch a 
Shock by her ſudden Ilineſs, as he ſhould 
not recover tor ſame Time; and asked 
her if ſhe could any how gueſs at the 
Meaning of it? 

Mrs. Smith replied, that her Diſorder 
was Caſual, and merely owing to a ſud- 
den Hurry of Spirits, which might have 
happened to himſelf, or any other Per- 
ſon, upon a like Occaſion. 

Mr. Smith now finding her ſo ſpi— 
rituous, would fain have perſuaded her 
to the keeping her Bed {till, left riſing 
too ſoon, ſhe ſhould meet with a Re- 


"lapſe, which might have Effects more 


pernicious than her original Diſorder, 
Now, whilſt he was hanging over her as 


_ ſhe lay, and this Diſcourſe was paſſing, 


Mr. Faulconer, whoſe Modeſty prevent- 
ed his ſo near Approach to her Bed-ſide, 
had withdrawn himſelf to the Window, 

where 
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where caſtmg his Eye upon a Pocket- 


Book which lay in it, and taking it for 


the Captain's, which Mrs. Smith had 
brought up in her Hand, he opened it, 
when the very firſt Words he ſaw in it, 
and thoſe that began the Book, being 


his Wife's Name, and Lodging, and 


that in her own Hand too he was poſi- 
tive, it ſo affected him, that giving a 
Start, he fell backwards into a Chair by 
the Window, into almoſt as deplorable 
a Condition as the Lady had ſo lately 
recovered from. 

- His mvoluntary Fall occaſioned ſuch 
an unuſual Noiſe as drew every Eye to- 
. wards him ; but though he could ſcarce 

fetch his Breath, he had yet ſo much 
Uſe of his Speech, as to defire the 
Maids and Mrs. Smith to withdraw from 
him, and leave him a Space to breathe n, 
and he ſhould be better preſently ; for 
they had all cloſed him in ſo, under 
Pretence of aſſiſting him, as, had he 
been well, was enough to have ſtifled 
him. He then begg'd them to open 
the Window, and to place him fronting 
it, for the Benefit of a freer Air. 

He had not far long there, before 
uttering a deep Sigh, Mr, Smith took 
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him by the Hand, and asked him how 
he did; telling him, that it muſt cer- 
tainly have been ſome what that they had 
eaten for Dinner that Day, which had 
occaſioned both his own and his Wife's 
Hineſs ; nor was he out of Doubt but it 
might affect him next. | 

No, no, ſaid Mr. Faulconer, believe 
me, you cannot have the ſame Cauſe 
that your Lady and I have had; but let 
me intreat you to ask me no more Queſ- 
tions; for that I have, at preſent, but 
little Heart for anſwering them ; though 
you muſt indulge me 1n ſuffering Mrs. 
Smith to riſe, notwithſtanding you have 
juſt made uſe of ſo many Arguments 
againſt it ; for we muſt go down ta the 
Waters- ſide directly. 

Mr. Smith believing no leſs than that 


Mr. Faulconer's Diſorder had affected 


his Brain, told his Wife ſo, and deſired 
her Advice how to behave to him. 

You muſt humour him, ſaid ſhe, 
and let me go with him ; but firſt take 
him down with you, and then I will be 
after you preſently. _ 

Heaven forbid, ſaid Mr. Smith, that 
] thould truſt thee, my Love, with a 
mad Man. Who can anſwer for his own 
Freaks 
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Freaks in a Frenzy ? much leſs can any 
one elſe be reſponſible for them. Should 
any Miſchief happen to you from his 
Means, I ſhould never forgive myſelf. 
Fear not, my Love, ſaid ſhe ; there 
will no Miſchief enſue to either of us 
but I will be down with you preſently, 
and inform you more of the Matter. 

The two Gentlemen were ſcarce ſeated 
m the Parlour, when Mr. Faulconer be- 
gan with, Mr. Smith, I muſt requeſt you 
to be patient with me, and not charge 
me with Folly, for offering at what I am 
now about to ſay to you; for I cannot 
bear to have a Jeſt made of ſo ſerious a 
Verity as I have to relate to you. That 
very Lady, added he, that called upon 
the Captain juſt now is my Wife. 

I joy you of it, ſaid Mr. Smith; but 
now, to be as ſerious as you can with 
me, I cannot as yet comprehend how 
you can be ſo ſanguine in the Affair; 
for all that you have urged to me hitherto 
has been, that ſhe talked like her. I can 
pity you with all my Heart, and do ſo, 
ſaid Mr. Smith; but really, when a Man 
is ſo anxious for any thing, that every 
thing he either hears or ſees muſt have 

| Reference: 
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Reference to it, one cannot avoid aim- 
ing at diverting him from it. 

Will you give Credit to it, Sir, aid 
Mr. Faulconer, if I ſhew you her own 

Name, in her own Hand-writing, as 
given to the Captain, and which I know 
to be hers, even more certainly than 1 
could vouch for my own Hand ? 

A moſt ſlender Proof, indeed, ſaid 
Mr. Smith; juſt as the laſt you offered 
at, by her Voice; nay, I will undertake 
to affirm, that the Hand-writing is more 
caſily counterfeited than the Voice: 
Let me ſee you Face to Face, and that 
will be the Means to diſcover the naked 
Truth by; but till then, you muſt ex- 
cuſe my Diſſent from your Opinion. 

Pray, added Mr. Smith, why was you 
ſo ill above Stairs? why loiter you here? 
why fly you not into the Arms of your 
Lady, if you are fo aſſured it was ſhe ? 

The fame, I am now perſuaded, that 
overcame Mrs. Smith juſt now, had like 
to have been too many for me too, ſaid 
Mr. Faulconer; but I had more Firm- 
neſs to bear it. It was a ſudden. Turn 
of our Blood, under the Confuſion our 
Spirits were in, at the Certainty of my 
Gear Wife's being ſo near us; and this 
you 
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you ſhall fee proved to you, upon Mrs. 
Smith's and my Return, 

Mrs. Smith, who had comprehended 
Mr. Faulconer's Meaning above Stairs, 
had not only dreſſed herſelf as uſually at 
home, but had put on every thing ſhe 
had been accuſtomed to viſit in, and 
upon her Deſcent into the Parlour, asked 
Mr. Faulconer why he was not ready 

er? 

- Mr. Smith, ſtill unbelieving, asked 
if ſhe was as credulous as Mr. Faulconer, 
who had told him what a Scent they 
were going upon: He wiſhed them 
good Luck, he ſaid, but inſiſted upon 
his Belly-full of Laugh at them, if they 
returned no wiſer than their Friend of 
Gotham. - 

Having marched about half way of 
their Walk, Mr. Faulconer asked Mrs. 
Smith if ſhe could remember the Name 
of the Perſon his Wite lodged with ? She 
replied, that having it down in Writing, 
the burdened not her Memory with it; 
but deſired him to produce the Pocket- 
Book, which would preſently ſet them 
right. He asking her if ſhe had it not, 
and ſhe inſiſting that the laſt ſhe had 
ſeen of it was in his Hands, and each 

blaming. 
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blaming the other for omitting to take it, 
they were obliged to return home for 
it; but all the Search and Inquiry they 
could make after it, was to no Purpoſe ; 
none of the Servants knew. of it, nor 
could either of them find it. 

What was to be done? Mr. Faulconer's 
Impatience would admit of no Procraſti- 


Houſe by the Water-ſide, he ſaid, till 
he ſhould find her. What, to have his 
Wife in the ſame Country, the fame 
Town, and, as he might ſay, in almoſt 


he for her, and not ranſack the whole 
Town round till he found her, would 
be an Inſtance of ſuch Indifference, as 
he hoped would never be exemplified in 
them. 

Mrs. Smith, - by. all Means, diſſuaded 
him from expoſing himſelf to the like 
Demand at every Houſe: it would not 
only appear impertinent in the Neigh- 
bourhood, but ſavour of bad Deſign. 
Had he heard of his Lady's being in 
Boſton, ſhe ſaid, and no more, and "had 
been deſtitute of every Means of Di- 
rection to her, an extraordinary Step 


nation; he would inquire for her at every 


the ſame Houſe, and to leave her there, 
as anxious, he doubted not, for him, as 


might. 
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might be excuſable in ſuch a Caſe ; but 


as ſhe muſt ſend to the Ship and the 
Captain, and ſo he muſt know her 
Lodging, ſhe apprehended, ſhe ſaid, 
that they had better ſend to him for 
freſh Directions, as the Evening was 
now ſo far ſpent, and defer the Purſuit. 
till next Morning. 7 

After Abundance of Arguments, and 
Perſuaſives againſt going upon this wild- 
gooſe Chaſe, at length, when nothing 
elſe would prevail, he inſiſting, that if 
he would go, he ſhould go by himſelf, 
and mult not expect her to accompany 
him; Mr, Faulconer ſubmitted to her 
Reaſans, and contented himſelf, as well 
as he could, with ſtaying till the next 
Morning; but had called himſelf ten 
thouſand Fools and. Blockheads, for neg- 
lecting to ſecure the only Thing that 
could have guided him to. his Wiſhes 
Completion. 

He determined, however, not to truſt 
his Meſſage to the Delivery of any Ser- 
vant, but to go with it himſelf early the 
next Morning on Ship- board, gain the 
beſt Information that he could of the 
Captain, and returning, to take Mrs. 
Smith with him to his Wife. With this 

| Scheme 


r wes 
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Scheme he pleaſed himſelf till about Eleven 
o*Clock at Night, when Mr. Smith re- 
turned home, from forme Company he 
had been with till that Hour. 
He found Mr. Faulconer very much 
caſt down, nor was his Wife ſo chear- 
ful as he might have expected ſhe 
would have been, in caſe they had ſuc- 
ceeded in their Viſit : fo that taking it 
for granted _ had been employed 
upon a Fool's Errand, he refolved to 
take his Swing of Laughing at them; 
but when they had informed him the 
Cauſe of their Diſappointment, his Mirth 
redoubled upon him. | 
Mr. Faulconer infiſted, that he had 
brought the Pocket-Book down Stairs 
with him, and that therefore, as none of 
the Servants had ſeen any thing of it, 
Mr. Smith himſelf muſt have ſecreted it, 
on Purpoſe to augment their Perplexity; 
but Mr. Smith, conſcious of his own In- 
nocence, and deteſting the Thought of 
impoſing upon his Friend, in an Affair 
which he eſteemed ſo ſcrious, in order 
to diſcharge himſelf of even the leaſt 
Blame in the Tranſaction, upon re— 
flecting with himſelf what he had ſeen of 
the Book, recollected, that Mr, Faulkener 


had 
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had offered to ſhew it to him; but that 
he making light of it, as not knowing 
Mrs. Faulconer's Hand, Mr. Faulconer 
himſelf, turning up his Coat, had put it 
into his Left Side Waiſtcoat Pocket; 
and told him ſo. 

Mr. Faulconer affirmed that he had 
done no ſuch Thing; nor, indeed, did 
he ſcarce ever make uſe of that Pocket, 
upon any Account whatever; ſo that 
Mr. Smith could only charge that upon 
him, in order to divert his more nar- 
rowly ſcrutinizing into what he himſelf 
had done with it. | 

Have you examined all your Pockets 
narrowly, ſaid Mr, Smith? To a Scruple, 
he ſaid. What, the Pocket I mentioned ? 
demanded Mr. Smith, Mr. Faulconer 
replied, it was mere playing upon him, 
to impoſe that upon him the moſt ſtrictly, - 
which he had aſſured him could be to no 
Purpoſe at all; but added, that not to 
ſubject himſelf to the Charge of Obſti- 
nacy, but to obviate all further Objec- 
tion, he would feel even in that Pocket, 
though he knew it could not be neceſſa- 
ry; then thruſting in his Hand, with 
full Purpoſe of turning the Pocket in- 
ſide out, for Mr. Smith's Conviction, 10 

Als 
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his abundant Confuſion, he was forced, 
in Complaiſance to the Truth, to pro- 
duce the very Book that had given 


Ground to their Argument; nor had 


poor Faulconer any thing left for it now 
but to join Mr. Smith and his Wife in 
their Pleaſantry, by way of making all 
up again. As they were now perfect in 
their Story, Mrs. Smith agreed to go 


with him in ſearch of his Lady, one of 


the firſt Things ſhe would do in the 
Morning. | > 

The Pocket-Book directing them to 
the very Houſe Mrs. Faulconer lodged 
at, poor Faulconer, who had been hither- 
to ſo ſanguine in his Hopes of enfolding 
his deareſt Olympia in his Arms, de- 
ſponded the more, the nearer he ap- 
proached to her Lodging; inſomuch, 
that having knocked at the Door, he 
trembled ſo as ſcarce to be able to ſup- 
port himſelf, even till he had heard that 
one Mrs. Faulconer lodged there: For 
the Bleſſing ſeeming too inſupportable to 
prove real, had he not had Mrs. Smith 
with him, he would certainly have re- 
treated, before the Lady he had enquired 
after could have been informed of his 
Requeſt fo Admittance to her; being 
92 5 now, 
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now, as he fancied, but too weil con- 
vinced in his Mind, of the Impractica- 


bility of her being the Perſon he ſought 


after; for he dreaded. more than Death 
itſelf, the Shock it muſt be to him, to 
be introduced to ſome Lady of the 
Name of Faulconer, whom he had never 
un ſeen, 

Mrs. Smith and he were now deſired 
to walk in, and were told by the Servant 
that the Lady would wait upon them in- 


ſtantly; but ſo ſpeedy was ſhe in her 


Motions, as even to be upon the Heels 
of the Servant; ſo that Mr. Faulconer 
had not a ſingle Moment allowed him to 
adjuſt Ceremonials in; for before he 
could prepare an Excuſe for his Rude- 
neſs, in calling upon a Stranger, his gyn 
dear Olympia was upon him, 

How aſtoniſhed ſtood Mrs. Ralle 
for ſome Time, at the Sight of. the very 
Man ſhe would have compaſſed the 
whole Globe to have found! and how 
diſtreſſed was he for Words, ſignificative 
of the conſummate Elevations of his 
Heart, at ſo near an Approach to his 
dear Oùmpia! But what ſeemed to be 
wanting in Words, they amply made up 
in Careſſes, whilſt oy wept upon each 

other's 
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other's Boſom; till after the firſt Tran- 
ſports of their Hearts had diſcharged 
themſelves, Mrs. Smith then putting in 
for her Share of the gladſome Scene, 
drew Mrs. Faulconer into a Repetition of 
it with her too. 

All Things now ſenſibly according 
to their With 
Lady, both ſpeaking at the ſame Time, 
asked each other how they came there, 
at a Place ſo remote from either her 
Courſe to India, or his Return from 
thence? But neither of them chooſing 
to be confined from further Queries, till 
each had anſwered the other, they mu- 
tually conſented to adjourn the Subject 
to a fitter Opportunity; hoping, now 


they were once more united, never to 


be ſeparated more. 
What amazed Mrs. Faulconer moſt 
was, to find Mrs. Smith at Boſton, and 
that Fortune ſhould, have brought them 
together, who had never before been ac- 
quainted, or had the leaſt Knowledge 
each of other, to receive her at the ſame 
Time; but this alſo proved too tedious 
to be anſwered, under an Interruption of 
the numberleſs Endearments paſling be- 
tween our married Lovers, which with 
not 
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not the. leaſt Propriety could be omited. 
At length, Time cooling ſomewhat of 
the Lovers Ardour, and introducing a 
friendly-Converſation in its ſtead, Mrs, 
Smith begg'd them both to return to her 
Lodgings, where their Dinner would: by 
that Time wait for them, and her Huſ- 
band might be admitted with her to the 
Enjoyment of Mrs. Faulconer's Com- 


pan p. | 
CH: A- Þ,  KIV% 


Mr. Faulconer's Marriage conſummated, 
Arrive at Briſtol. Mrs. Faulconer's 
Notion of Benefits. Greeting of their 
Servants, Diſſertation on Providence. 
Tourney to Mr. Roberts. Mr. Faul- 
coner's mental Soliloguy. Hears what 
had happened at Mrs. I{aaclon's. Fo, 
giveneſs of Injuries, and Charity, 


FRE it was that Mr. Faulconer*s 
Wedlock, after above Twelve 
Years ſubſiſting, was conſummated. The 


Voyage was delayed for about ten Days, 
during which Time they enjoyed them- 


ſelves in all the Pleaſures the Place would 
afford ; and then a Convoy arriving with 
'_ ſome 


\ 
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ſame Ships from Europe, and with Or- 


ders: to return with ſuch from Boſton as 
ſhould be ready for failing, they put 
themſelves under its Protection, and 
arrived ſafe at Briſtol ; from whence, 
after a few Days Stay for ſettling Affairs 
with Mr. Smith's Agent there, the two 
Gentlemen parted, each with his Lady, 
and retreated to his own Seat.” 

Mrs. Faulconer having before inform- 
ed her Husband after what Method ſhe 
had left her Family, as they drew near 
home, he ſaid, he feared her Servants 
would ſuffer a great Diſappointment in 
their Jollity, at her Return to them, ſo 
much before they could have the leaſt 
Reaſon to expect her; nor doubted he 
much, but that having had their own 
Heads fo long, they would ſoon be ſo 
uneafy at Reſtraint as to quit her Ser- 
vice; in which Caſe, all the Indulgence 
ſhe had afforded them, and the Expence 
ſhe muſt have ſuſtained upon their Ac- 
counts, would be wholly caſt away. 

My Dear, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, we 
Women ſhould be vain, did we pretend 
to vie in Length of Heads with our 
Husbands ; but really, when J ſet myſelf 
about what I eſteem a generous and 

bene- 
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beneficial Act to another, I only weigh 
its Utility and Satisfaction to the Re- 
ceiver, not what Reproach it may even- 
tually bring upon myſelf; for as there 
is no Act, however well intended, but 
may either be wrong interpreted, miſ- 
Judged of, or miſ- accepted by the Re- 
ceiver; if our chief Concern was always 
to avoid theſe, at all Events, one might 
never behave humanely; or if one did, 
it muſt be with a View to ones ſelf, 
rather than to the Object to be aſſiſted ; 
which, in my Opinion, would vaſtly de- 
preciate from the Deed, if it left the 
leaſt Merit behind it. 

They were no ſooner {at down at their 
own Door, than the News flew like 
Lightning to all the abſent Servants, 
whereſoever remotely diſperſed; and ſuch 
Gratulations of their Lady flowed from 
them all, as had ſcarce been ever paral- 


lelled. O! they ſhould live like them- 


ſelves again, they ſaid, now their Lady 
was come: For they had all been ſo me- 
lancholy in her Abſence, that another 
Year lingered on ſo, though in the Midſt 
of Plenty, would have laid the major 
Part of them in their Graves; nor had 

they 
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they had the. leaſt Enjoyment of them- 
ſelves ſince her Departure. 

- Mrs. Faulconer was mightily pleaſed * 
with the Expreſſions of. their Good Will 
to her ; but none of them knowing Mr, 
Faulconer, or having taken the leaſt No- 
tice of him as yet, his Lady told them, 
ſhe was obliged to them all for the ſe- 
veral Tokens they had ſhewn of their 
Affection to her, but that henceforward 
ſhe muſt expect it to be divided between 
herſelf and their Maſter, pointing to her 
Husband, who, ſhe doubted not, would 
return equal Tenderneſs to them, for 
their good Behaviour, with herſelf. 

*Spying then the Coachman amongſt 
the reſt of them, William, ſaid ſhe, how 
comes it that you are not * removed 
to ſome other Way of Life? Where is 
Hannah? — Are you married yet? — 
If fo, where is your Wife? William 
replied, that he was married, and that 
his Wife lay in then; but that neither 
of them could find in their Hearts. to 
leave her Family in her Abſence, nor 
could they ſtill do it, ſo long as her 
Ladyſhip and his Maſter odd lee fit 
to retain them, 

All 


_ Maſter home, and he ſpeaking very 


as amongſt the Moderns, all Notion of 
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All the Servants then welcoming their 


kindly to them, they diſperſed upon 
their ſeveral Occupations in the Family, 
whilſt Mr. Faulcouer and his Lady re- 
freſhed themſelves, after the Fatigue of 
their Journey. 

My Deareſt, ſaid Mr. Faulconer, had 
any one told me, whilſt at Baſton, that 
I ſhould now have been happy in your 
Company, and under our own Roof too, 
how ſhould I have contemned his Pre- 
diction? It is very ſurprizing, how E- 
vents, the moſt unlikely, are brought 
about, without the leaſt Concurrence of 
our own Abilities to perfect them. 

Theſe, and ſuch like Occurrences, my 
Dear, replied Mrs. Faulconer, which 
every one more or leſs experiences in 
Life, are what paſs under the general 
Term of Accidents, Chance, or For- 
tune; for Men having impoſed thoſe 
Names upon them, they, without more 
Conſideration, aſſent to their being fo, 
and therefore think little more of them; 
but, for my Part, I am' perſuaded they 
are wholly the Acts of Providence; for 


the World's Formation by Chance, feems 
. to 
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to be exploded, and its Subſiſtence is 
aſcribed very juſtly to a Supreme Being, 
of perfect Capacity for the Work; ſo 
that very Being, having placed Man 
upon the Earth, with Capacity to- ob- 
ſerve the Operations of his Maker, I 
am very clear that he has not left him 
here without manifeſting himſelf to him, 
by the moſt viſible Traces of a Super- 
intendency; nor omits he to direct and 
govern the Affairs of all thoſe, who not 
only ſedulouſly implore his Aid, but im- 

plicitly confide in him. | 
Let us, my Dear, added ſhe, con- 
ſider the Purity of our Intentions in 
coming together, though with no other 
Proſpect of a Proviſion in Lite but from 
what your Induſtry ſhou!d procure us, 
upon a foreign Shore, Let us bring 
alſo to Account that conſtant Submiſſion 
to the Will of Providence, that Re- 
ſignation to its Decrees, and Reliance 
upon its Power for Support, that you 
muſt acknowledge me to have been ever 
endued with, and then let us fee how 

far that has been aſſiſting to us. 
Gained not [ a vaſt Eſtate unſought 
for, unexpected, and which, had you 
rot leſt me to myſcif, I ſhould never 
have 
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have had ? Have not you loſt that Eſtate 
on which we had bath placed our De- 
pendence, as a Certainty at all Events ? 
Have not you been ſafely conducted 
through infinite Dangers to the only 
Hands, that, as. Things were circum- 
ſtanced with you, would ſupport you 
abroad, till the ſame Power, in Contra- 
diction to the Scheme I had chalked out 
to myſelf, diverted my Progreſs from 
my own Purpoſe, even to another World, 
as I may call it; but yet, into your 
Arms; as if merely to apprize us of the 
Shortneſs of our Politicks, for the bring- 
ing about our own Wiſhes; and to de- 
monſtrate, that the moſt certain Means 
of attaining our Ends, is to apply our- 
ſelves ſincerely to that unerring Guide, 
on whom, if we will but unreſervedly 
depend, our Views will be perfected 
more ſurely, and tho? hot more ſpeedily, 

yet ever in the propereſt Time for us ? 
Now, had we unlimited Wiſdom, as 
to the Properties of all worldly Things ; 
nay, I may ſay as to Metaphyſics too, 
and could even penetrate the Breaſts of 
others, and from the ſecret Repoſitory 
of the Soul delineate to ourſelves their 
Cogitations, uniels we were endued with 
K 2 the 
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the arbitrary Power of directing, alter- 
ing, and infuſing into them what Cogi- 
tations we pleaſed, our Skill would be 
in vain and uſeleſs, as to the Production 
of the Events I am now ſpeaking of 
from it; for which Reaſon J praiſe not 
Fortune for the fortunate Iſſues of my 
Affairs; but aſcending many Degrees 
higher, I laud and magnify both the 
Power and Benevolence of that Being, 
which, without my Aid and Counſel, 
works all my Works to the moſt ſalutary 
End for me. 

Mr. Faulconer replied, that there was 
Room, he muſt confeſs, for umputing 
many Things to ſome ſuperior Agent, 
as he had himſelf ofren thought ; bur 
he could never as yet fix it as a Prin- 
ciple, in his Mind, unalterable; for that 
many Things he had obſerved to fall out 
expreſsly contradictory to all Manner of 
Reaſon, Your own Reaſon only, ſaid 
his Lady, which, whilſt ſpeaking upon 
this. ſublime Subject, added ſhe, you 
will not J hope take it amils, if I charge 
with the Name of unreaſonable; at 
leaſt, in reſpect of that, ſo far tranſcend- 
ing, as of the Object of my Argument, 


Pray, 
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Pray, ſaid Mr. Faulconer, let me as 
you ſeriouſly, what Reaſon can you aſ- 
fign for that melancholy Event, of your 
Loſs of that noble Fortune your Father 
once poſſeſſed ? I ſay that you, whom I 
would by no Means ſuſpect of having 
been in the leaſt criminal, ſhould have 
been fo wholly diſpoſſeſſed of that fair 
Proſpect as to have been compelled even 
to the Acceptance of an abject Service, 
in a Family inferior to your own, in all 
worldly Eſtimation ? | 
Alas! ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, your Queſ- 
tion has often paſſed my Thoughts, and 
as often have I reſolved it, into what 1 
judge to be its true Source; as thus, 
though I will not admit that my Lite 
has conſiſted of more ſcandalous or cri- 
minal Acts than the Lite of other Per- 
ſons, nor perhaps of fo many as num- 
berleſs whom I could name; yet Virtue, 
conſiſting not only in the Omiſſion of all 
Evil, but the Commiſſion of all Good, 
I have certainly been deficient therein; 
nor can it be expected, that my Grati- 
tude to my great Patron could have 
been ſo refined and elevated, upon the 
Receipt of a paternal Inheritance, which 
Nature and the Laws muſt have caft 
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upon me, as of Neceſſity I mult be, for 
an Acqueſt, altogether by Surprize 
thrown into my Lap, to my Exaltation 
in Life, proportionately tranſporting, to 
the Depreſſion and Indigence of the Con- 
dition from which it raifed me; ſo that 
if only my Patron's Praiſe was magni- 
fied by it, there was ſufficient Cauſe of 
my paſt 1.oſs and preſent Gain; nor can 
J beheve but all has happened to make 
me more humble, more dependent, and 
more thankful, which are of more in- 
trinſic Worth to me, than twenty ſuch 
Eſtates, without them. 

You will ever be too many for me, 
my Love, ſaid Mr. Faulconer; for 
whilſt your Diſcourſe ever delights my 
Senſes, it will be impoſſible for me to 
frame Arguments, in Oppoſition to what 
is ſo pleaſing to me. 

The Step they engaged in next, after 
a few Days ſpent in the Regulation of 
their Family, was, a Journey to their 
Couſin Roberts and his Lady. Mr. 
Roberts was not at home, but his 
Lady, upon hearing the Names of 
her Viſitors, flew down to them, half 
drefled, and even before ſhe had wel- 
comed them on Shore, or any other 

Ceremony, 
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Ceremony, cuſtomary upon fo long an 
Abſence, had paſled, ſaluting Mrs. Faul- 
coner only, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, 1 have 
been half mad, that I could no way 
come to the Speech of you. — Here 
has been amazing Tranſactions ſince you 
have been gone; and the greateſt of 
Mercies it is, that you have returned ſo 
ſoon. Mr. Roberts. is gone over this 
Morning — I know not how it will be, 
not I — 1 could wiſh from my Heart 
he had ſeen you before he went. 
Dear me! I know not how to behave — 
I had beſt fend Man and Horſe after 
him — What may be the Conſequence 
of a Delay, but for a Moment, I cannot 
ſay. — How long have you been in the 
Country ? — Have you heard any tling 
from your Mother-in-law ? 
Mr. Faulconer, who had heard of the 
Truſt his Lady had repoſed in Mr. Ro- 
berts, ſtood ſhivering for fear, leſt in 
his Wife's Abſence ſome body had re- 
covered her Eſtate from her, or leſt 
ſome Fire, Inundation, or other deplora- 
ble Accident had happened to it, where- 
by, inſtead of the Affluence he had pro- 
miſed himſelf, he ſhould be reduced to 
Beggary at laſt, 
K 4 He 
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He recalled to Mind the Hypotheſis 
his Wife had hitherto gone upon, and 
rephed, mentally, to himſelf, that if per- 
petual Croſſes and Diſappointments were 
the Means ſhe prided herſelf in, dedu- 
cing her Happineſs from them, he de- 
ſired not to engage in her Schemes; 
but had rather _ on Things as the 
common Occurrences of Life, and much 
rather would apply the old Proverb to 
himſelf, that it was better to be born 
fortunate than rich. What Crotchet will 
take her by the Head next, ſaid he, 
when the Eſtate ſhe has boaſted of is 
gone? She will find it a difficult Matter 
to make me believe, that we ſhall be the 
better for this Loſs, it being deſigned by 
her Patron to make her more thankful 
for ſome other Benefit, if ſhe ever gets 
it; for I am perſuaded, that Fortune 
ſeldom makes us a ſecond Offer, where 
either the firſt is neglected by us, or by 
any.other Means we happen to be de- 
prived of it. | 

Whilſt Mr. Faulconer was wrapped 
up -under the Influence of this mental 
Soliloquy, his Lady had been urging her 
Couſin Roberts to an Explanation of her 
Meaning, by the numerous broken Sen- 

tences 
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tences ſhe had delivered herſelf of. Mrs. 
Roberts then told her, that Mrs. J1ſaac- 
fon had been dying for theſe three Weeks 
_ paſt, having for a much longer Time 
been given over, as hopeleſs, by her Phy- 
ficians; ; but that for the laſt three Weeks 
the had inquired after nothing elſe but 
her. 

That ſhe had ſent ſeveral Times to 
Mr. Roberts before he would go to her, 
having heard of the Loathſomeneſs ot 
her Diſtemper, and fearing left it ſhouid 
prove infectious: That at length, upon 
a Repetition of her Requeſt, he had 
viſited her, bat returned under ſuch Me- 
lancholy as he had ſcarce ever ſince been 
fred from. 

Mrs. Iſaacſon, ſhe ſaid, cried out, os 
the Injury ſhe had done to that good 
Man her Father, and the Injuſtice ſhe 
had been guilty of to herſelf; firſt, in 
murdering her Father by her Practices, 
and then, diverting his Eſtate from her 
who ought undoubtedly to be Heir to 
it; and deſired Mr. Roberts to intreat 
for Pardon, and to ſend her to give it, 
by her own Lips. 

In ſhort, my Dear, added Mrs. Res 
berts, ſhe poſitively declared to my 

K 5 Elusband, 
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Husband, that though ſhe longed for 
Death, let her future Fate prove what 
it would, as being incapable of ſeverer 
Miſeries than ſhe then felt, yet ſhe. 
found that ſhe could not be ſo happy till 
ſhe had either ſeen you, or had gained 
the Satisfaction of your Forgiveneſs. 
He told her, added Mrs. Roberts, that 
you was beyond Sea, nor could he ſay 
when you would return; but aſſured 
her, that from the Gentleneſs and Bene- 
volence of your Diſpoſition, ſhe might 
reſt ſatisfied, that notwithſtanding the 
Enemy ſhe had proved to you, upon 
ler Requeſt you would have fo much 
Charity as to forgive her, and begg'd 
her not to caſt herſe]f into Deſperation. 
Mrs. 1Jaacſon then, ſaid ſhe, told Mr. 
Riberts, that ſhe wanted to make her 
Jill, but choſe not to do it till ſhe could 
be aſcertained by him, whether you was 


returned to England, or at leaſt expect- 


ed, and when; and that if he could no 
way ſatisfy himſelf of that before this 
Day, then ſhe requeſted him not to omit 
coming over to her, when ſhe would 


get him to make her Will for her; 


adding, that when once that ſhould be 
done, 
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cone, ſhe ſhould have Hopes left of be” 
ing able to breathe her laſt. 

My Husband, added Mrs. Riobirg, 
is mighty ſanguine in the Affair, that 
your Mother will either leave you ſome 
Part of your Father's Eſtate, or ſome 
large Legacy, in Compenſation for the 
Injury ſhe 1s ſenſible ſhe did to you, in 
getting the whole ſettled upon herſelf, 
eſpecially if ſhe could but ſee you before 
her Death. It is one of the moſt un- 
lucky Things in Nature, added ſhe, that 
you happened not to fee Mr. Roberts 
before he went; therefore, now you are 
apprized of the whole Affair, act as you 
fee proper, either by ſending afrer him, 
or not, to Mrs. J/aacſon's, with an Ac- 
count of your being here; but then you 
mult reſolve, added ſhe, what you will 
do, in cafe ſhe ſhould require you over. 

Mr. F. *aulconer, who had by this time 
ceaſed to condemn his Lady, from his 
own jealous Surmiſes, asked Mrs. No- 
berts what Condition Mrs. 1/aac/on was 
then in? But before ſhe had informed 
him of a Tythe of it, he cried out, that 
to gain both the I ties, his Wife ſhould 
not enter into her Chamber: for that 

ſhe 
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ſhe might catch her Diſorder, and with 


that, what would her Riches ſignify ? 

Mrs. Faulconer deſired him to mo- 
derate his Warmth, and to conſider the 
Queſtion thoroughly, before he took 
upon him to determine it. Here is a 
Perſon, added ſhe, that you and I ſay 
has greatly injured me, by inveigling my 
Father into a Settlement he could not 


make but with Reluctance: This ſhe 


herſelf allows, and is ſorry for it; and 
in Teſtimony whereof, ſhe deſires to 
make me a Recompence, and earneſtly 
ſeeks her Forgiveneſs from my Mouth. 
Can ſhe go further towards Amends ? 
And ſhall I deprive her of that Peace of 
Mind I can adminiſter, by ſupplying her 
with the Means for it ? 

Which of us, added ſhe, injures nat 
ſome other, nay, his very ſelf, and is 
not offenſive to his Maker ? And which 
of us will be ſo obſtinate, as to believe 
there is no Remiſſion for theſe Offences ? 
Nay, which of us prays not for that For- 
giveneſs; and more than that, makes 
his own Forgiveneſs to others, the Con- 
dition upon which he requires it for him- 
But you ſay, that her Diſorder 
is contagious ; I ſhall catch it, and not 
only 


n 


—_ 


only deſtroy myſelf, but your future 


| Juſtice and Mercy: For which Reaſon, 


Faulconer, for my going to her, whether 
ever ſhe ſees fit to remember me in her 


— 
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Comfort, merely for the Gratification of 
one who was my Enemy, and wants bu 
my Pardon for her own fake. 
The more Charity, ſay I, in the Act, 
on my Part, the more I gratify my quon- 
dam Enemy, and the greater Riſque I 
run for the Performance of it; but as 
for me, I cannot be perſuaded that I 
ſhall run any Riſque at all in it: For is 
not Charity recommended to us above 
all other Virtues, by thoſe who beft knew 
how available it would be? It is de- 
clared to be pleaſing to my moſt powerful 
Patron; can I then ſuſpect, whilſt I am 
upon the Duty himſelf has enjoined me, 
and that merely becauſe I believe it to 
be pleaſing to him, that he will ſuffer 
any Infection or other Miſchief to annoy 
me? No, it would be to charge him 
with Tyranny, whoſe Characteriſms are 


upon Mr. Roberts's Return, if it is ſtill 
inſiſted upon, I muſt intreat your Indul- 
gence, my Dear, added ſhe, to Mr. 


Will or not; that, as to my Particular, 
being a mere foreign Conſideration, © 
CHAP, 
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Mrs. Tfaacſon's Repentance. Makes her 

Will. Mrs. Faulconer defires not to 

' know its Contents. Her Reaſons, De- 
firous to forgive her. Reaſons for and 

againſt her viſiting Mrs. Iſaacſon. Vi- 


fits her. What happened there. Re- 
turns to Mrs. Roberts. 


R. Roberts returned not till late 

in the Evening ; but ſurely ! his 

Joy and Surprize were ſcarce to be 
equalled, at Sight of his Couſin Faul- 
cener and her Husband there, whoſe 
Appearance in England he had no Room 
to have hoped for in many Months yet ; 
however, as every- freſh Comer thinks 
himſelf intitled to all Particulars, though 
but juſt before repeated in his Abſence ; 
ſo now he would have entered upon his 
Queries, to have reſponded to which by 
the Travellers, might have employed 
their whole Time till next Morning, 
had not Mrs. Roberts, who had before 
gratified herſelf with their Relation, in- 
terpoſed, by a Demand of how he had 
found Mrs, Jaacſon? What further 
EE Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe he had gained with her about 
his Couſin ? and whether ſhe had as yet 
made her Will, or not? 

Mr. Roberts replied, that he had left 
her much better than he found her; 
though ſhe was immenſely dejected at 
the Thoughts of not ſeeing his Couſin 
Faulconer before the died; but as that, 
ſhe believed, would be impracticable, he 
had no ſooner penned down her Will, 
read it over to her, and it had undergone 
the uſual Formalities, than lifting up 
her Hands and Eyes to Heaven, Lord ! 
ſaid ſhe, I have made all the Reparation 
in my Power; accept it, I beſeech thee, 
to my Forgiveneſs, as I hope my Daugh- 
ter will; for perceiving my Mind to have 
at length diſcharged its long attendant 


Oppreſſion, I doubt not but thou wilt 


now permit me to depart in Peace. 

Mrs. Faulconer was not ſo anxious for 
the Contents of her Mother's Will, as 
ſhe was dejectèd for her Terrors; and 
her Eyes were brim full, waiting but the 
leaſt further Agitation of her Spirits for 
overfiowing their Boundaries. This, 
Mrs. Roberts afforded her, by wonder- 
ing, as ſhe ſaid, that Mrs. Faulconer could 
ſtand ſo paſſively, without ** 

ca 
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leaſt Curioſity 'for an Infight into that 
Will, which might not improbably cauſe 
an Addition of many Thouſands to her 
Fortune. My Dear, added ſhe, are you 
void of all Paſſions ? Can any of our Spe- 
cies diſcover a Mine in his Eftate, with- 
out Impatience for a Knowledge of its 
Produce? Had I been as credibly ap- 
prized of an uncertain Advancement in 
my Subſtance, I ſhould not have reſted 
for a Moment, till I had probed its Con- 
tents to a Scruple. Ja, | 

Dear Couſin, replied Mrs. Faulconer, 
there is ſomewhat that more affects my 
Paſſions, than the Quantum of whatever 
my Mother may have given me; and 
which; indeed, proportionately to her 
Bequeſt to me, muſt affect them; tho?” 
ſhould ſhe give me nothing, as ſhe ſeems 
ſo anxious for my perſonal Forgiveneſs; 
and ſuffers ſuch Perturbation of Mind 
till ſhe obtains it, as even diſqualifies her 
from the laſt Office of Life, in Serenity; 
my Place is, to poſtpone every Enquiry 
for my own Gratification, til! J have 
ſomehow reſolved upon reſtoring her 
Mind to Tranquillity ; at leaſt, to as 
great a Degree as my Ability will ex- 
tend to ; for which Reaſon I ſhall rather 


im- 
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importune my Couſin Roberts to reſerve 
the Contents of this Will a Secret from 
all of us, till my Return from my 
Mother's, before whom I will appear in 
the Morning, with all the Expedition I 
am able, that her 2 tortured Spirits 

may ſuſtain not a ſingle Moment's Un- 
eaſineſs, that it can be in my Power to 
abate; and when I ſhall have compoſed 
her Mind, my own Faculties. will be the 
more vacant for the Entertainment of 
whatſoever pleaſurable Relation Mr. Ro- 
berts may have to make to me. 

I have ſtill another Reaſon for defer- 
ring my Acquaintance with the Contents 
of my Mother's Will, added Mrs. Faul- 
coner ; and that is, as I am perfectly in- 
clined to do her every good Office in my 
Power, and to remit every Injury ſhe 
may have done me, either by Thought, 
Word, or Act, without. Limitation, I 
would willingly have no poſſible Motive, 
either for witholding any Part of what 
ſhe may require of me, from a Senſe of 
her having done leſs for me by her Will, 
than I expected, or for exceeding my 
own natural Diſpoſition, from a Senſe of 
her having done more; for tho? I would 
not willingly conſent to be biaſſed in my 

| Be- 
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Behaviour to her, by any preceding Act 
of hers, yet Human Nature is fo partial 
to itſelf, that I even diſtruſt my Ca- 
pacity for avoiding it, ſhould I firſt be 
apprized of her Regard or Diſeſteem 
for me. 

Mr. Roberts replied, that though the 
Argument ſhe had made uſe of was, to 
his beſt Judgment, convictive of the 
Prudence of her Reſolves, yet he con- 
feſſed it would have been the laſt he 
ſhould hate produced, had the Cafe 
happened to have been his own; for 
that he believed, no Conſideration what- 
ever would have prevailed for his volun- 
tarily deferring thoſe Tidings he might 
poſſibly have ſuch vaſt Expectations 
from ; but as it was her Pleaſure, he ſaid, 
that he ſhould be ſilent, he aſſured her 
his Lips ſhould remain locked, till ſhe 
ſhould give him her Licence for opening 
them. 

He added, that 4 he frſt hinted 
at Mrs. Iſaacſon 8 190 atience for For- 
giweneſs, and that fh Ars. Faulconer 
perſonally too, hehe very jittle other 
Expectation bu the » out have peremp- 
torily declined te latter, tho? ſhe might 
have ſent her Pardon by Proxy ; Lon 

that 
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that the Injury done was ſo extravagant, 
and that too under the utmoſt Inveteracy 
of Behaviour, that he had but ſmall 
Hope of ſo eaſy an Abſolution from it. 

Mrs. Faulconer replied, that the Su- 
preme Being had been moſt benign to 
her, in all the Occurrences of Life, and 
would be no leſs fo (if ſhe was to be any 
way benefited by her Mother) for pre- 
ordaining it to be ſo in this Caſe : But, 
Sir, {aid ſhe to Mr. Roberts, can you 
imagine that he expects no Return from 
me for his Favours? I am ſenſible, he 
requires me to remit all Offences againſt 
myſelf to the repenting Supplicant ; and 
was I not to comply with it, therefore, 
how unworthy ſhould I be of his Fa- 
vours to myſelf? 

Mr. Faulconer told Mr. Roberts, that 
he would be but little a Gainer in op- 
poſing his Wife upon thoſe Subjects; 
for he never maintained the oppoſite 
Side in his Life, that ſhe did not, be- 
fore ſhe had done, diſarm him of his 
Weapons, and make him ſubſcribe to 
her Tenets. F 

The next Morning, Mrs. Faulconer 
was ſtirring betimes, had ordered her 
Coach to be got ready, and would have 


Per- 
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perſuaded Mrs. Roberts to have accom- 
panied her to her Mother- in- law's; but 
Mrs. Roberts deſired to be excuſed; 
for ſhe had long ſince had enough of 
ſuch an Object as Mrs. Jſaacſon then was, 
ſhe ſaid ; nor was it to be ſuſpected that 
ſhe, who was now ſo near her End, (as 
her Husband reported) from the Con- 
ſequences of the ſame Diſtemper, could 
be any ways a pleaſanter Spectacle than 
before ; but, on the contrary, more de- 
teſtable, * 

Mrs. Roberts added, that ſhe admired 
how Mrs. Faulconer could be ſo anxious 
for viſiting her, ſince, as her Husband 
had aſſured her, the Will was already 
made; and as Mrs. Iſaacſon could no 
way expect her, ſhe faid, ſhe need be in 
no Fear of an Alteration in it, to her 
Prejudice ; but if ſhe would not be per- 
ſuaded from running herſelf into ſuch a 
Proſpect, as poſſibly ſhe might never 
diſcharge her Mind of again, ſhe ſhould 
even do it by herſelf, for that ſhe could 
not think of attendingher. 

Mrs. Faulconer replied, that what ſhe 
was going upon was not a Matter of 
Delight to herſelf, any further than as 
it might adminiſter Comfort to the poor 
ſuffer- 
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ſuffering Lady; that in Works of Cha- 
rity and Mercy, no Conſideration was to 
overweigh the Proſecution of them, by 
all lawful and juſt Means; nay, ſhe even 
went ſo far as to ſay, that in caſe of 
Epedemical Peſtilences, ſhould ſhe once 
perſuade herſelf, that the Viſitation of a 
Patient was a Duty indiſpenſible upon 
her, ſhe ſhould make no more Scruple 
of it than at appearing at Church, in a 
Time of the greateſt Security. She had 
devoted her Life, ſhe ſaid, to- the Ser- 
vice of her Maker, whoſe Goodneſs and 
Power would never ſuffer her to be a 
Loſer by her Obedience to his Will, 
neither ſhould ſhe conceive herſelf a 
Loſer by ſo doing, though the Contagion 
was to adhere to herſelf, and become 
mortal to her ; for what was a Life in 
this World worth to her, who was ſure 
of a better upon parting with it? So 
that if jt was her Maker's Pleaſure that 
ſhe ſhould ſurrender it, ſhe ſhould make 
no more Difficulty to reſign than re- 
rain it. | ; 
Mrs. Roberts, perceiving it to be to 
little Purpoſe, to offer at diverting her 
Couſin from the Journey, heartily wiſhed 


her 
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her well, and committed her to her own 
Inclination. 

She arrived about Eleven o'Clock in 
the. Forenoon, ſent up her Name to her 
Mother-in-law, and was inſtantly ad- 
mitted to her, | 
The poor miſerable Lady was ex- 
tremely glad to ſee her; and hearing of 
her ſo late Arrival in England, and that 
Mr. Roberts knew nothing of her being 
come, till he found her at his Houle the 
foregoing Night, ſhe began to be well 
ſatisfied therewith ; for ſhe confeſſed, 
-that upon firſt Sight of Mrs. Faulconer, 
ſhe verily believed that Mr. Roberts had 
impoſed upon her, in his Account of her 
having been beyond Sea. 

Mrs. Faulconer told her, that W 
from Mr. Roberts, that ſhe inclined to 
ſee her, ſhe had without Delay taken 
the Journey to her, and hoped, if ſhe 
could be of any Service to her, ſhe 


would make no Scruple of commanding 


her any T hing, within the Extent of her 
Ability to her Service. 

Did Mr. Roberts inform you that he 
had made my Will, and the Contents of 
it? ſaid Mrs. Iſaacſon. He had in- 
formed her that a Will was made, Mrs. 

Faulconer 


i 
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Faulconer replied ; but the Contents of 


ſuch Things being ſacred, during the 


Teſtator*s Life, Mrs. Faulconer aſſured 


her he had mentioned not a Syllable of 
them to her. 

I am glad of it, ſaid Mrs. Jaacſon; 
and now, my Dear, added ſhe, as I am 
a dying Woman, I am willing to confeſs, 


that I have, by my too much Influence 


over your Father, done you a moſt no- 
rorious Piece of Injuſtice, which, tho? 
at the Perpetration I eſt!-emed but a 


Piece of commendable Policy, I now 
look upon as the Contrivance of Hell, 


in order, by depriving you of your na- 
tural Right to a Part of your Father's 


Poſſeſſions, to drive you upon ill Courſes 


tor a Livelihood; but I hope, my Dear, 
added ſhe, that has not been the Caſe 
with you: Pray anſwer me ingenuouſly. 
Mrs. Faulconer aſſured her it had not. 
Then ſtating her going to Service, and 
the Eſtate her young Lady had left her; 
O! ſaid Mrs. Jſaacſon, how you rejoice 
me! Heaven is juſt, and I have not that 
to anſwer for, that J feared IJ had. Now, 
my Dear, added ſhe, little more re- 
mains, than that I. heartily beg your 
Pardon for every Miſchief 1 have not 
only 
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only done you, but even gloned in diſ- 
treſſing you by; for unleſs ] can firſt ob- 

tain your Pardon, how can I ever ask it 

of Heaven ? ; 

Mrs. Faulconer deſired her to reſt aſ- 
ſured, that ſhe was ſo far from retaining 
the leaſt Malice againſt, or IIl-will to 
her, that if there was any Thing upon 
Earth not oppoſite to her Duty to her 
Maker, whereby ſhe could aid or aſſiſt 
her, ſhe had only to command her to 
do it, and her utmoſt Efforts ſhould be 
exerted to the Performance of it. As to 
her Pardon, ſhe told Mrs. Iſaacſon, ſhe 
was ſorry ſhe-ſhould ſurmiſe an Occaſion 
for receiving it from her own Mouth; 
but if ſhe did, ſhe was then not only 
poſſeſſed of her Pardon, but of her Hearc 
too, for her Service. 

How unſearchable are the Methods of 
Providence]! ſaid Mrs. Iſaacſon ; and 
how uniformly pointed to the Benefit 
of the Humble and Juſt ! whereas we 
poor Wretches, under the Deluſion of 
being the only wiſe ones of the Earth, 
whilſt we contemn and deteſt them, are 
involuntarily made the Inſtruments for 
advancing their temporal Welfare. 


You 
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Tou, my Dear, faid ſhe, I account 


one of the Humble and Juſt that I have 


mentioned; who, by my Machinations, 
being driven upon Service, have not only 
thereby gained an Eſtate, little inferior 


to that 1 hoped to deprive. you of, but 


may. poſſibly find yourſelf, by my Will, 
no great Loſer even from that of your 
Father's too; nay, you may even thank 
me, who meant your Detriment, for your 
Lady's Eſtate ; which, had you not be- 


lieved yourſelf wholly deprived of your 
| Father's, you would never have fallen 


into the Way of gaining. 


She then again asked Mrs. 1 
whether ſhe had Charity enough, from 


her Heart and Soul, to forgive her ? 


And Mrs. Taulconer, perſiſting ; in 1t that 
ſhe had, You ſee, my Dear, added Mrs. 
Tſaacſon, what a miſerable Life I have 
long led, merely for my Oppreſſion to 
you, for that am now too well. al- 
ſured of ; nor indeed. could I think of 
repenting of it, and making Reſtitution 
to you, whilſt I had any Proſpect of re- 
covering; but now it is too late to hope 
tor it. 1 am ſorry I began not this good 
Work ſooner ; but could not, What 


then remains, but that I now make it as 
Vor. II. L avail- 
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available as the ſhort-Period of Life will 
permit me? 


* 
— ay W 


Here, Child, ſaid Mrs. Jſaacſon, take 


the Bunch of Keys that you will find in 


my Pocket, and open my Bureau, where 


you will ſee a large ſhagreen Box, with a 


Key in it; put that Key into your 
Pocket, ſecure the Box, and take it away 


with you; for, poſſibly, (though !] muſt 


admire in you now the Prudence I have 
heretofore: too often derided) you may 


not want ſome of that Vanity, which 


has entirely deſerted me; and in ſuch 
Caſe, what you will find there may prove 
a meet Gratification for it. Return then, 
hve happily, pray for me ; and though 
my Proceedings towards you have been 
ſo iniquitous, forbear to reproach me, 


but forgive me for them, 


Let Mr. Roberts know how much J 
ſhall eſteem him, for the ſhort- Remains 
of Life, in that he has not expoſed the 
Contents of my Will; and deſire him to 
reſerve them in Privacy, till I ſhall be 
no more — My Time, added ſhe, I can 
perceive to be but very ſhort, — 1 with 
you happy Farewcl. | 

Mrs, Jaacſon turning about from Mrs. 
Faulrconer, with that Word of Valediction 
in 
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in her Mouth, Mrs. Faulconer ſtood by 
the Bed- ſide for ſome Time, to fee whe- 
ther ſhe would have any thing more to 
ſay to her; but finding her ſilent, and 


hoping ſhe might be gone to reſt, after 


the Expence of her Spirits with ſo much 
talking to her, ſhe ſtole ſoftly down 
Stairs, and taking her Coach, returned 
to her Coulin Roberts; but no poor Wo- 
man ever harboured more lively Im- 
preſſions of the Miſeries that a vicious 
Courſe caſts them into, than Mrs. Faul- 


coner, from the fo recent Example of her 
Mother-in-law. 


CHAP, XVI. 


Are detained at Mr. Roberts“ by Mrs. 
Haactun's Death. An Account of ber 
Education, and Life, A Account of 
her Will. Vaſt Fortune and Eftate to 
Ars. Faulconer. Her Husband caſt 
agwn. Her Argument azainſt it. De- 
bates avout the Funeral, What Mrs. 
Faulconer purpoſes. | 


R. Faulconer and his Lady ſtayed 
tome few Days with Mr. Roberts, 
having about a Twelvemonth's Accourt 
L 2 or 


— — 
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of their Eſtate to ſettle with him: But 
ſure, no Creature could ever be more 
perplexing, or uſe more Artifice than 
Mrs. Roberts, for penetrating the Myſtery 
of Mrs. Iſaacſon's Will; nor could any 
Man perſevere more in his Integrity than 
her Fiusband. 

Having balanced all Accounts, and 
Mr. Roberts having paid them whatever 
was found in his Hands, they had ap- 
pointed the next Day for their Return, 
and had invited Mr. Roberts and his 
Lady to ſpend ſome Time with them ; 
but defired that it might not be within 
a Month at leaſt ; for that. they muſt 
pay their Reſpects very ſpeedily to Mr. 
Smith and his Lady, that they might re- 
imburſe him ſeveral large Sums, ad- 
vanced to Mr. Faulconer upon his Tra— 
vels, and with whom they ſhould ſpend 
at leaſt a Fortnight or three Weeks, 

Mr. Faulconer being an early Riſer, 
they had deſired not to ſtir Mr. Reberts 
and his Family in the Morning ; for 
that they ſhould ſet out by Break of 
Day, and for that Purpoſe had taken 
their Leave of them over Night, and 
were ſeparated. to their ſeveral Apart- 

ments; when, before they could well 
have 
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have undreſſed themſelves, ſomebody 
thundered fo at the front Gate, and for 
ſuch a Continuance too, as in no light 
Degree ſurprized the whole Family, who 
verily believed, that no leſs conſiderable 
an Accident than their own, or ſome 
neighbouring Houſe being on Fire, could 


have occaſioned ſuch a Salutation, at 


that unſeaſonable Time of the Night. 

All the front Windows above Stairs 
were thrown open in- an Inſtant, whilſt 
every Voice, at the ſame Time, was 
making the ſame Demand, of who was 
there? and what was the Matter? To 
this a Male Voice returned Anſwer, that 
he came from Mrs. Iſaacſon's, to ſpeak 
with Mr. Roberts, and deſired forthwith 
to ſee him. 

Being introduced to the Houſe by 
the Servants, and his Horſe conducted 
to the Stable, the Stranger delivered to 
Mr. Roberts a Letter, as he told him, 
from his Lady's Houſekeeper ; and at 
the ſame Time informed him of the 
Death or his Lady that Afternooh, abour 
Four o*Clock. 

The Letter, Mr. Roberts having je- 


ruled 1 It, ran as foliows, 


* Mrs. 
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Mrs. Mary Chambers, to Henry Roberts, 


"a Pet gr . aa ůãů(hꝶ m g. e ! 


Eſquire. 


1 
M Y Lady having repeated her 

Orders to me, that fo ſoon as 
ſhe ſhould be no more, I ſhould fig- 


nity her Death to you; I take this Oc- 


caſion of letting you know, that the 
diſmal Event happened about Four 
this Afternoon. I muſt own, I had 
my Hopes of her perfect Recovery 
for ſome few Days paſt, ſhe having 
ſeemed much heartier, freer of Speech 
to thoſe about her, and much leis dil- 
treſſed by her Diſorder itſelf, than for 
a long Time before; but 1 perceive 
it was but a Lightning before Death ; 
and ſhe departed without either a 
Struggle or a Groan. I preſume, Sir, 
you may have my Lady's Orders for 
all ſubſequent Proceedings, and am, 


« Your moſt obedient Servant, 


< Mary CHAMBERS.” 


Mr. 
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Mr, Roberts having gained this In- 
formation, ſummoned a- Council of his 
Lady and Viſitors, who having relin- 
quiſhed all Thoughts of Bed, ſince the 
Uproar, were now all collected to him 
into the Parlour, inquiſitive into the 
Cauſe of the Diſturbance. ; 

He laid the Letter before them, and 
told them, that ſince his Friend was now 
no more, it became him to apprize Mr. 
Faulconer and his Lady, that not know- 
ing the latter was in England at the 
making of her Will, Mrs. Jſaacſan had 


appointed him her Executor, during hig 


Couſin's Abſence; and that, as he had 
2 Pate Recollection of the ſeveral Parts 
of her Will, with their Leave, he woutg 


firſt 1 them of its Contents by 
Wo 


of Mouth, and then lay the In- 
ſtrument itſelf before them, for their 
private and more ſerious Conſideration. 
This they all judging to be the beſt 
Way (ſince the Senſe of the Teſtator 
was too frequently loſt, they ſaid, under 
a Formality of Expreſſion, cyſtomary in 
ſuch Caſes, upon a flight and curſory 
Read mg) defired him to proceed, by 
He 15 od he had Ng 3 Which he 
then began upon, à8 WS. 

I L 4 Madam, 
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Madam, ſaid he to Mrs. Faulconer, 


it is to you that I ſhall direct my Diſ- 


courſe, as principally concerned in this 
Affair; but as I was previouſly requeſt- 
ed, by Mrs. IJſaacſon, your Mother-in- 
law, I am firſt to declare to you, and all 
the World, her Birth to have been too 
obſcure for her to have been able to 
trace out any Relation that ſhe ever had, 
for as ſhe made a Point of disburdening 
herſelf to me, fhe ſaid, in order that 
the growing World might ſee they had 
but little to be proud of, .(which ſhe ac- 
knowledged to have been her principal 
Fault) notwithſtanding the Immenſity of 
their Poſſeſſions, and that they might 
take warning by her Miſcarriage, ſhe 
would deſire me to receive from her 

own Mouth, the beft Original that ſhe 
had ever heard of herſelf. WE) - 
That till about five Years old, ſhe had 
been trained up by a ſtrolling Beggar- 
Woman about the Country ; in order, 
by the Innocence of her Age, and In- 
offenſiveneſs of her Perſon, to excite 
Charity in the Breaſts of the Gentry and 
Shopkeepers, for the Benefit of her Miſ- 
treſs; till one Day, her Miſtreſs being 
brought before Mr. Juſtice - — ms, 
1 in 
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in Kent, for ſome Miſdemeanour ſhe had 
been guilty of, his Worſhip ordering her 
to Priſon ; what was to become of her- 
ſelf, then ſuch a little one, was the Queſ- 
tion. After ſeveral Propoſals ſtarted. 
ſhe: ſaid, Mrs. ——ms, having no 
Child of her-own, or any Likelihood of 
any, ſent Word to her Husband, who 
fat ſurrounded by a large Poſſee of the 
Mobility, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, that 
ſhe deſired him to take no further Care 
for the Child, for that ſhe had provided 
a Method for its Subſiſtence: 

This, ſhe ſaid, greatly alarmed them 

all; but Mr, J/—— ms, having had 
ſuch Experience of his Wife's Conduct, 
as to be no ways diffident of her for- 
feiting her Word, ſubmitted her, ſhe 
ſaid, to his Lady's Diſcretion. 
From that Moment, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
neither ever heard of, or ſaw, her old 
Miſtreſs more; for that Mrs. V — ms, 
making her own Maid to waſh and ſcour 
her from Head to Foot, ordered her old 
Cloaths all to be caft away, and new- 
cloathed her entirely, in ſuch Manner 
as if ſhe had been her own Daughter, 

She continued, ſhe ſaid, to live moſt 
happily under her benign Protectreſs, 

5 mo 
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who ſpared not the moſt ample Coft in 
her Education, till ſhe had entered inte 
her fixteenth Year, when her generous 
Protectreſs dying, ſhe recommended her 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms to her Husband's 
Care; who engaged to his dying Wile, 
to behave to her, during his Life, as to 
his own Child, and at his Death to leave 
her all he had, 

Proceeding then, Mr. Roberts, ſaid 
ſhe, you may imagine that I now looked 
upon myſelf as no inconſiderable Perſon 
neither, added ſhe, did any one of our 
Neighbours eſteem me ſuch ; but how 
ealily our Projects may be blaſted, when 
our Gratitude for Benefits is miſplaced, 
or perverted, you ſhall now hear; for, 
added ſhe, my Patron coming from 
London one Night, and being benighted, 
his Horſe, as his Servant reported the 
Accident, took Fright at a Sheep, which 
{ſtarted up juſt before it, and ſpringing 
from under him, threw him, and diſlo- 
cated his Neck, fo that I never faw him 
alive more ; and by his Neglect of mak- 
ing any Will at all, his whole Eſtate 
went away to ſome diſtant Relations, and 
left me, as I then apprehended, even in 
a leſs eligible Condition than his —_ 8 

u- 
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Humanity had - reclaimed me from ; far 
now, my Cloaths to my Back, and ſome 
little Preſents that my Lady had made 
me, were the Sum — of my Fortune. 

My Diſappointment being ſoon blazed 
about the Country, (for every one there 
knew me) a young Gentleman (whoſe 
Family uſed to viſit at our Houſe, and 
who frequently himſelf had profeſſed 
ſome Love for me) who had juft jumped 
into his Father's Eſtate, and who, had 
Mr. #/——-ms done what was expected 
for me, I verily believe would have 
courted me for Wedlock, now hearing 
of my Misfortunes, applied himſelf to 
me, under the ill Aſpect of my Aitairs, 
to become his Miſtreſs. 

I muſt own, I detefted his Offer of 
Two Hundred Pounds a Year, in hopes 
to have drawn him into Marriage; but 
| Joon perceiving that to be impracticabie, 
and my Circumſtances daily declining, in 
order to keep my Head above Water, 
1 at length accepted his Proffer, and re- 
tired to a Lodging he had provided for 
me, within about eight Miles of his 
Country-Seat; from whence, in the Be- 
ginning of our Debauchery, he frequently 
made me Viſits of two or three Days at 

a 
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a Time. Theſe falling off by Degrees, 
they became more ſeldom, and at length 
J heard he was married; from which 
Time I could perceive ſuch a Coolneſs 
towards me, that I muſt own, though I 
was obliged to accept them, his Viſits 
became little other than nauſeous to me; 
nor had much Time paſſed in this Man- 
ner, before frequent Jars introducing In- 
difference, we agreed upon parting for 
good and all, I ſtill retaining my Two 
Hundred a Year, and all my Houſhold 
Goods; for I was ſoon removed from 
my Lodgings into a Houſe of my own, 
as leſs liable to Obſervation. 

I then retired to London, lived pri- 
vately, but genteelly, when an elderly 
Gentleman of no very great Fortune paid 
his Addreſſes to me for Marriage. I 
loved not the Man, and therefore, as he 
was of Age for my Grandfather, would 
not conſent to the connubial Tie; but 
giving him broad Hints, that a com- 
petent Settlement might work Wonders, 
for the Sum of a Hundred Pounds a 
Year, and a reverſionary Settlement of 
three more after his Death, I went to 
live with him as a Wife; and in no 


Shape whatever derogated I from that 
Cha- 
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Character till his Death, when being poſ- 
lefſed of Six Hundred Pounds a Year, 
your Friend Mr. Raw/ins,: who uſed to 
be very converſant at our Houſe, in my 
old Man's Life- Time, offered me his 
Hand in Wedlock. Now I was the 
Miſtreſs of ſo pretty an Eſtate, I re- 
ſolved, if I married, to make it worth 
my while; for as I, had been initiated to 
the Male World in Whoredom, I had 
much rather have continued in that State, 
where I might at any Time have com- 
manded my Freedom, than to be inſe- 
parably yoked to any one Man, but for 
ſome extravagant Hope of Gain by 
him. This Mr. Rawlins anſwering to 
my Wiſh, I brought him under a Pe- 
nalty of a Hundred Thouſand Pounds, 
not to leave more of his Eſtate from me 
at his Deceaſe, than Five Thouſand 
Pounds, if he ſhould die childleſs, and 
leave me behind him, but to give all the 
reſt to me. 

You know, added ſhe, the Bargain I 
made with your Kinſman J/aac/on, my 
late Husband; and had -I proſpered 
therein, ſhould have endleſly run on with 
others in the ſame Strain; nor could I, 
in my Opinion, have ever imagined 1 
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had enough; but how has Providence, 


by clipping my Pinions, prevented my 
further — Nay, not enduring chat 


fo vile a Wretch as I had been, thould 


glory in my baſe- raiſed Structures, how 
has it debaſed me, even below the Na- 
ture I had almoſt diſclaimed, as un- 
worthy of fo opulent a Woman as I was. 

Having thus, Sir, added the, um 
you a brief State of my Hiſtory, 1 in- 
treat you to diſperſe the Knowledge of 
it, whereſoever you believe I was known, 
that my Character and Life being de- 
teſted, notwithſtanding my Riches, no 
one that hears my Story may aim at 
Wealth by ſuch Practices; leſt, inſtead 
of what they graſp at, they may em- 
brace nothing but Woe, as I have done. 

Thus, Madam, ſaid Mr. Roberts, 
concluded that miferable Woman's Ac- 


Count of her own Tranſactions, on which 


we will afterwards make our Remarks, 
if you pleaſe, whilſt I now proceed to 
the Bequelts, as they ſtand in her Will. 
In the firſt Place, after the Words of 
Form, ſhe gives Orders for her Funeral, 
ſome Night Legacies to her Servants, 
One Thouſand Pounds to me, and the 


lke to be lad out for the Uſe of poor 


Widows 
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Widows of the Pariſh wherever ſhe 
| ſhould die; and then ſetting forth the 
Injuſtice ſhe had done to you, by in- 
grofling all your Father's Patrimony, 
and even depriving you of the Sight of 
him, ſhe begs your Pardon, hopes you 
will forgive her, and by way of Reſtitu- 
tion, as ſhe was then worth near.a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds, above Sixty 
whereof were her own originally, before 
Marriage with Mr. Jſaacſau, ſhe in the 
firſt Place gives you all that; then all 
her Jewels, Goods, and Furniture; and 
afterward, all the Eſtate that came to 
her under Settlement from your Father, 
and all other her Eſtates whatſoever ; 
after which, leſt any thing ſhould remain 
unapplied, ſhe gives you all other her 
real and perſonal Eſtate whatſoever and 
whereſoever, to you, your Heirs, and 
Aſſigns, for ever, in caſe you ſhould 
live to accept it: Then, reciting that ſhe 
is informed you are beyond Sea, ſhe 
makes me Executor till your Return; 
but if you ſhould happen to die abroad, 
ſhe then gives me Ten Thouſand Pounds, 
and Five Hundred Pounds a Year, from 
whatever Part of her Eſtate I pleaſe to 
chute it, and all the reſt to Charity. _ 
Couſin, 
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Couſin, faid Mrs. Roberts, I give you 
Joy. I will ſay for you, that you are 
furely the luckieſt Woman on this Side 
the Ocean, Why ſo hippiſh, Sir? 
ſaid ſhe to Mr, Faulconer. If this News 
will not exhilerate your Spirits, ſurely 
nothing can. 

Madam, ſaid Mr. Faulconer, all this, 
that would ſo greatly rejoice another Man, 
puts me upon the Conſideration, whether 
1 have Reaſon to be pleaſed with it or not; 
for nothing can prove a greater Baule 
upon my Principles, than to have ſtrug- 
gled hard ſome Years for a comfortable 
Subſiſtence, that I might have the Plea- 
ſure of diſpoling it for thoſe Satisfactions 
to my Wite, which I preſumed her in- 


capable of attaining to without me; but 


at length, to find myſelf ſupplanted thus 
by her, all my Views turned topſy-turvy, 
and inſtead of my introducing her into 


a reaſonable Support in Life, to ſee my- 


{elf by her uſhered into a kind of Princi- 
pality, diſtracts me Why could not 
all theſe Benefits have fallen out to me, 
that I might have enriched her by them f 

It they are arrived to me, my Dear, 


ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, I am but your 
Steward, your Subſtitute ; and reaching 
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my Hands, for your Sake, it 1s equally 
the ſame Thing, and of ſimilar Benefit 
to us. Never then let that trouble you; 
all mine is yours, and yours mine, I 
hope. The only Thing, in my Opinion, 
thar becomes us principally to do in this 
Caſe is, to be thankful to the Author 
of the Bleſſing, and to ſupplicate him, 
that his Influence may ever accompany 
our Purpoſes in the Employment of it. 
Mr. Faulconer and his Lady took their 
Couſins over with them the next Morn- 
ing to the Deceaſed's, to give neceſſary 
Orders for the Funeral, which Mr. Ro- 
berts and Mr. Faulconer ſaid, ought to be 
executed in the grandeſt Manner poſſible, 
or the World would ſay, they were un- 
worthy of the ample Donation ſhe had 
made them; but Mrs. Faulconer was of 
Opinion, for purſuing the Will of the 
Deceaſed only ; which laying open before 
her, and finding the Directions therein 
both punctual and peremptory, ſhe would 
by no Means exceed, ſhe ſaid, unleſs her 
Husband ſhould command her ſo to do. 

Mr. Faulconer replied, far be it from 
him to interpoſe aught in. Contradiction 
to his Wife's Pleaſure ; eſpecially in a 
Caſe where the Concern was fo much 
1 3 
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her own, and intruſted to her by the De- 
ceaſed ; bur had the Management of it 
been Hmited to him, he confeſſed he 
would expend at leaſt a Thouſand Pounds 
upon the Funeral, 

Why gave my Mother any Directions 
about it, faid Mrs. Faulooner, but that 
they might be purſued by the Executor, 
whom ſhe confided in, for behaving con- 
formably to them? What greater Se- 
curity have 1 for her Eſtate, than be- 


cauſe in Words, by her aſſented to, K 


. 


appears to have been her Will that I 

ould have it? And now I haye it, can 
I hold it in any other Manner than ſub- 
ject to thoſe Words and Will? Did ſhe 
not intend to be underſtood by her 
Words? Shall I then pervert their Mean- 
ing, which of itſelf is obvious and dif- 
cernable, becauſe I have a different Fancy 
from her? 

In ſhort, Gentlemen, added ſhe, if I 
um made Executrix to a Deceaſed, I 
ought to comply in every thing to the 
Terms the dying Perſon limits me to; 
if I will not, I ought to renounce, and 
make way for ſome one who will. For 
my Part, ſhould the Perſon, who intruſts 
me, require to be depaſited n 


oof 
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Roof of the Church, inſtead of the 
Earth beneath it, or to be ſunk in the 
Sea, inſtead of an Interment, I ſhould 
believe it my Duty to fee it performed, 

But becauſe you, Gentlemen, added 
ſhe, who, I am ſorry to ſay, ſeem to me 
to be more captivated with Pomp than 
Verity, are anxious for the Conſumption 
of a Thouſand Pounds, at leaſt, for this 
Funeral ; eſteeming that Sum but a pro- 
per Acknowledgment for fo large an 
Eſtate ; that you may be fatigfied I would 
not ſave the Sum through Stingyneſs, 
but merely to avoid other Oſtentation 
than my Principal intended, I purpoſe to 
invite Five Hundred poor Men and Wo- 
men, of each an equal Number, to at- 
tend my Mother to the Grave, to every 
of whom I will give Veſtments of Twenty 
Shillings Price, and the like Sum in 
Money. Now tell me which Method 
will be moſt laudable, that whereby | 
may make ſo many poor Objects happy, 
or over - greaſing the Fiſt of a thankleſs 
Undertaker? | 


CHAP, 
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Letter to Mrs. Smith. Her Anſwer to 
Mrs. Faulconer. A Funeral Sermon 
ordered by Mr. Faulconer. Diſcourſe 
ſtarted thereon, Mrs. Faulconer abſo- 
lutely againſt it. Reaſons pro and con. 
The Parſon is io attend next Morning. 


HEN Mr. Faulconer and his 

Lady parted from their good 
Friends, Mr. Smith and his Spoule, at 
Briſtol, they aſſured them, that ſo ſoon 
as ever they ſhould have adjuſted their 
Accounts with their Couſin Roberts, they 
would be over with them, and diſcharge 
whatſoever Monies Mr. Smith had ad- 
vanced, to or for the Uſe of Mr. Faul- 
coner; but, upon their Arrival at the 
late Mrs. Tjaacſon's, they found them- 
ſelves involved in ſuch a Series of Dif- 
ficulties, through the Intricacy and Mul- 
tiplicity of the Deceaſed's Securities (for 
ſhe had omitted no Manner of Means 
whereby ſhe might add an Increaſe to her 
Store, though the Methods were not the 
moſt warrantable, that a more conſcien- 


tious Perſon might have made ſubſer- 


vient 
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vient to her own Purpoſes) as aſtoniſhed 
them. | 

Mrs. Faulconer therefore, finding that 
Mrs. Jſaacſon's Affairs would neceflarily 
take up ſo much of her Time, before 
ſhe ſhould have reduced them to Order, 
that Mr. Smith might not impute their 
too long Abſence to a Neglect of him, 
now their own Turn was ſerved, wrote 
his Lady the following Lines, in Excuſe 
for the Delay of their Viſit to them. 


Mrs. Olympia Faulconer, to Ars. Lydia 
Smith. 


My dear Friend, 


E Þ HIS 1s but the ſecond Day, 
ſince my Adjuſtment of Ac- 
counts with my Couſin Roberts, from 
whoſe Houle 1 returned yeſterday to 
that of my late Father's, where I now 
am; and as I ſhall be obliged to ſtay 
ſome Time here, I ſhall expect your 
Anſwer to this. 

My Dear, I muſt eſteem myſelf a 
peculiar Inſtance of the marvellous Ef- 
fects of Providence; for though this 
governs all Things, yet not in ſo direct 
and palpable a Manner, at leaſt to our 
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general Conceptions, as I can perceive 


* moſt Affairs, relative to myſelf, to 


have been conducted. | 
< You, who have heard of the Loſs 
I received by a Privation of all my 
late Father's Subſtance, muſt have 
imagined me ſuperlatively the Child of 
Fortune (according to the Phraſe of 
the World) in the Acquiſition of your 
Couſin Gately's, by ſo unforeſeen an 
Event as gave it me: But what will 
my dear Mrs. Smith ſay, when from 
under my own Hand ſhe receives it, 
that I am now in Poſſeſſion not only 
of all that was my Father's, but of 
near a Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
more, as the Gift of my late Mother 
Iſaacſon, whoſe Executrix and nominal 
Heir I now am! 
O! Mrs. Smith, how happy am TI, 
who, from the Furniture I decorated 
my Mind with in early Life, have 
been able, with equal Satisfaction to 
myſelf, to ſubmit ro the Frowns as to 
the Smiles of a molt loving and tender 
Father ? as being firmly perſuaded, 
that neither thoſe indicated his Aver- 
ſion, or theſe added aught to his Bene- 
volence, towards his kumble and de- 
© pendent 
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pendent Creature; but that, which 
way ſoever it was his Will to behave 
towards me, that, and that only, 1 
ought to accept, with all Thanktfulnets, 
without concerning myſelf for the Iſſue, 
which depending ſolely upon his Di- 
rection, I ever aſſured myſelf would 
turn out for the beſt for me, who 
feared him. 

My Dear, if you remember, I 
hinted to you, before J left England, 
the miſerable Circumſtahces of my 
Mother-in-law. In theſe, Child, or 
worſe, if poſſible, ſhe remained till my 
Return; and had ſent for Mr. Roberts 
to enquire what was become of me, 
wanting of all Things to ſee me. 

* Proſperous Wickedneſs cannot be 
of eternal Exiſtence, or it would be 
co-eval with Virtue itſelf. This, 
through its own Amiableneſs, can 
never have enough enlarged itſelf in 
the Heart of Man; for that the more 
he poſſeſſes, he becomes the more 
craving for it; but that, by Continu- 
ance, flattens on the Senſes, tortures 
the Reflection, and diſtreſſes the Soul, 
even whilſt the Depravity of Nature 
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proceeds to a Repetition, as often as 
an Opportunity preſents for it. | 
Poor Mrs. Iſaacſon, from the Pro- 
ceſs and Duration of her Diſorder, be- 
ing now hopeleſs of a Diſcharge from 
it, and, though very reluctantly, ſub- 
mitting to the Neceſſity of Death's 
Approach, when ſhe perceived it at 
Hand, gave ſuch a Hiſtory to Mr. 
Roberts of her own Life, Character, 
and Tranſactions, as you will be 
amazed at the Relation of; but for 
theſe I will take an Opportunity by 
Word of Mouth, when I ſee you; 
only one Thing J cannot omit, and 
which I hope is an Indication of the 
Woman's Sincerity and true Repent- 
ance, that though it reflected the moſt 
infamous Imputations upon herſelf, ſne 
begg'd him to publiſh it wherever ſhe 
was known, leſt others, from like Oc- 
currences, might ſplit upon the fatal 
Rock which had wrecked her. 
© ] am now giving Orders for her 
Funeral, and then ſha} have ſo much 
Buſineſs upon my Hands, in liquidating 
her Dependencies, that how long it will 
take me up is uncertain z but the In- 
s {tant 
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ſtant that I can prudently withdraw 
myſelf from them, pray let good Mr. 
Smith reſt aſſured of his ſeeing me ; 
though as theſe Affairs may detain 
me longer than I could wiſh, I need. 
not tell my dear Mrs. Smith, how 
agreeable her own and Spouſe's Com- 
pany will be to me here, any Time 
till next Week : -For truly, my Dear, 
this being the Spot I was born upon, 
and where my earlier Studies in Life 
were proſecuted, I cannot behold it 
but with that Delight, which I doubt 
not will prevail for my making it our 


future Reſidence. Strain then a Point 


to oblige me, and by your Preſence 
here, give a Reliſh to the other En- 
joyments of, 

* Your truly fincere Friend, 


* OLyMPla FAULCONER,? 


To the above Letter, Mrs. Smith 


loit no Time in ſending the following 
Anſwer. 


Voi. II. M Mrs, 


* The MOTHER-IN-LAW ; er, 


Mrs. Lydia Smith, o Mrs, Olympia 
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C Dear Mrs. Faulconer, 


FT ER hoping you got well 
home, and that you left good 
Mr, Roberts and his Lady in Health, 
give me Leave to expreſs my Surprize, 
equal to the Joy yours conveyed to 
me. I mention my Surprize, my 
Dear, firſt, becauſe till Reflection has 
quieted our Spirits, ſudden Turns are 
apt to excite that Paſſion for Events, 
reconcileable enough of themſelves, 
upon Conſideration, 
IJ am more and more perſuaded, that 
the Maxims you have ever ſteered 
your Courſe in Life by (and which 1 
have often heard you powerfully urge 
to the Gentlemen, whilſt the Regard 
only that they both had for whatever 
proceeded from you, reſtrained them 
trom giving way to that Ridicule 
they had otherwiſe treated the fame 
Arguments from another Mouth with) 
are founded upon the moſt ſolid Baſis 
of Reaſon and Divinity; nay, was I 
not fo, a thorough Recapitulation of 
© your 
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your true Character and Behaviour, 
with a Review of every Occurrence 
incident to your Exiftence, could not 
fail of making a Proſelite of me, to 
your Principles, | 
It is plain to me, my Dear, that (as 
I have often heard you ſay) all Things 
work together for Good, to thoſe who 
fear God; nor can this Rule of yours 
have been exemplified more punctu- 
ally than in yourſelf, May we all, I 
ſay, perſevere in like Exerciſes with 
yourſelf, that we may reap like Bene- 
fits; But ſurely, all are not capable of 
this; or at leaſt we believe ſo, whilſt 
a ſluggiſh Stupor, preventive of the 
Enlargement ſuch a Soul as yours en- 
Joys, and a fruitleſs Aiming and Long- 
ing for Fruition, deſtitute of the re- 
quiſite Operations of the Heart, leave 
us forſaken of the Bleſling, 
* Fhe Remark you make upon ſuc- 
ceſsful Iniquity, pleaſes me very much; 
and ſtrange it is, that Mankind ſhould 
not begin to think to purpoſe, till 
towards the Arrival of that Period 
wherein all Thought muſt end; as if the 
moſt reaſonable Part of our Exiſtence 
M 2 were 
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were but a Vapour, enkindled, that it 
might have a Being to be extinguiſhed. 
Our Expectation has been ſo lively 
for ſeeing you and Mr. Faulconer here, 
and we pleaſed ourſelves ſo much with 
the Thought of it, that ſince you are 
by ſo juſt an Occaſion prevented, I 
know not how far we may accept the 
Indulgence you offer us, of making 
the Tour to you; nor matters it much 
to us, who have have abandoned For- 
mality, at what Place it is, ſo that we 


& 


C 


find but ourſclves conſoclated. 


My Head, my Dear, has turned 
round like a Windmill ever ſince I 
have been on Shore; nor can J for- 
bear to balance my Body, or caſt out 
a Leg now and then, to prevent my“ 
ſelf from falling, the unuſual Motion 


of the Ship has had ſuch an Effect 


upon me. 


I condole with you upon the Fa- 
tigue this Funeral muſt occaſion you, 
and long to have it once over; for, 


believe me, your Concerns bear Pace 


with your Pleaſures, in the Mind of, 


8 Td Dear Madam, 


* Four meſt ebedient Friend, 


* LYDIA © 


II TH, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Faulconer proved as good as her 


Word; for having given the Undertaker 


his Orders, for all Things relative to the 
Operations of the Funeral, ſhe employed 
almoſt every Servant in the Family, in 
making a Progreſs, firſt round their own 
Pariſh, and then about the adjoining 
Neighbourhood, for proper Perſons, of 
{ound Reputations and Morals, to parti- 
cipate of the Funeral Donation. 
She then collected all the Operators, 
both in the Mens and Womens Ways, 
and allotting to each a Proportion, to be 
compleated by ſuch a Day for her poor 
Perſons; ſhe ordered all fo regularly, 
that not a Thing was wanting, or a Soul 
was miſting, of that great Number, 
upon the Muſter, at the moving of the 
Corple. | 
The Miniſter of the Pariſh, hearing 
what an extraordinary Preparation was 
making tor ſo many poor People, and 
that the Solemnity was to be more than 
of the common Run, himſelf waited 
upon Mr. Faulconer, whom he judged 
to be at the Head of Affairs, his Wife 
being Executrix, to know whether he 
would be pleaſed to have a Funeral Ser- 
mon for the Lady; who having, as he 
M3 pre- 
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preſumed, been fo liberal by her Will to 
the Poor, he believed it would be ex- 
pected in the Neighbourhood. 

Mr. Roberts and his Lady were with 
Mr. Faulconer at the Time of the Par- 
ion's Application; who both agreed, 
that as the Funeral would be ſuch a one, 
as had ſcarce ever been ſeen in that 
Country before, or poſſibly ever again 
might be, the Expence of a Sermon 
would be too inconſiderable to be men- 
tioned, — It would put ſomething in the 
Parſon's Pocket, they ſaid, and be a pe- 
culiar Gratification to the People; there 
never, upon any other Occaſion, being 
tuch crowded Audientes as at thoſe ſort 
of Orations. 

Mrs. Faulcener being then diſpenſing 
her Orders for the Poor's Liveries, and 
having twenty Operators about her, her 
Husband thought it would be imperti- 
nent to ſend for her, or her Order, about 
ſo trifling an Expence as the Sermon; 
ſo that the Parſon received his Directions 
from him, and departed, ſome Pounds, 
in Expectation, a better Man than before. 

Little more was thought about the 
Sermon till the enſuing Evening, when 
after the Fatigue of the Day, as they 

were 
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were drinking a Glaſs after Supper, Mrs 
Roberts ſaid, ſhe ſuppoſed that moſt 
Clergymen, having once compoſed a Fu- 
neral Sermon, preached it over and over 
again, upon every freſh Occafion, with 
very little Variation. 

This brought on ſome Queries, of 
what the Parſon would ſay of Mrs. 
Iſaacſon in his Pulpit; when Mrs. Faul- 
coner replied, ſhe would not, for all her 
Eſtate, have her Mother introduced in 
the Pulpit, as the Subject of the Parſon's 
Floridity; for though in ſome Places, as 
ſhe had heard, it was uſual ſo to do, on 
the Sunday next enſuing the Interment, 
yet ſhe could promiſe him, that if he 
offered at ſuch a thing, it would be ſome, 
Time before he gained her Good-will 
again. 

Why ſo, Couſin? ſaid Mrs. Roberts; 
don't you know that he has Orders for 
one at the Interment? 

At the Interment! ſaid Mrs. Faul- 
coner; pray from whom received he thoſe 
Orders? — This is the very firſt Syllable 
that J have ever heard of it. Mr. Faul- 
coner rephed, that the Parſon waiting 
upon them, to know it they had 
N noughts of ſuch a Thing, and you, my 


M 4 Dear, 
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Dear, added he, being then buſied with 
your work- Women, we all thought it 
would be apretty Perquilite at leaſt, tothe 
Parſon, and ſo deſired him to prepare it. 

I would beg the Favour of my Cou- 
{ins and you, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, to ſet 
me right, as to the Intent, and Uſe of 
thoſe Sermons; ſince I may poſſibly, 
err in my Opinion of them, through Ig- 
norance; which I ſhould be very ſorry for. 

Mr. Roberts replyed that he took them 
to be very good things, by way of pre- 
paration, and Inſtruction to the Survi- 
vors, who were generally very numerous 
in ſuch Congregations. 

As for his Lady, ſhe really took the 
Occaſion to be ſo ſolemn, ſhe ſaid, that 
Me thought a good Sermon, ſo wrought 
up as to remember the People of their 
latter End, and to ſhew them what Lives 
they ought to lead, in order to make a 
good one, was what no body living could 
bject too. 

And pray, my Dear, ſaid Mrs. Faul- 
coner, for what Reaſon in particular, are 
you an Advocate for this Sermon-? Mr, 
Faulconer, (who by the way, had not that 
true Notion of a religious Purity that 


he ought to have had) knew no other 
- Cauſe 
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Cauſe of his being for it, he ſaid, but 
that he had known ſuch things at ſeveral 
eminent Sepultures, Have you ever been 
preſent at one? ſaid ſhe, He replyed 
that he had, at that of his quondam 
School Maſter. And pray, can you 
recollect any Part of what was ſaid of 
him ? demanded ſhe. 

No truly, he replyed, ſave that the 
Parſon told them what a great Scholar 
he was, how eminent a Divine ; what 
Books he had wrote in that Science ; 
how many worthy Men then living had 
received their Education under him; and 
how charitable, and pious a Chriſtian he 
had been, and more to the ſame Purpoſe, 
he ſaid. 

Pray, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, which of 
theſe Qualifications, or any other ſim1- 
lar to them, think you, your Parſon will 
aſcribe to the Deceaſed ? Pſha ! Pſha! 
ſaid Mrs, Roberts, waat of all this ? he 
will find ſome Graces to adorn her Me- 
mory with, I'll warrant you. | 

Real, or fictitious ? demanded Mrs. 
Faulconer; if he can diſcover no real, he 
muſt feign ſome, I think, faid Mr. No- 
berts, what Matters that to us? he mult 
ſay ſomething to the People. 

NM 5 | My 
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My Senſe of theſe things, is widely 
different from you all, ſaid Mrs Faulco- 
ner: And firſt, I muſt diſſent from Mr. 
Roberts, in that he makes the Number 
of the Auditors a Part of his Plea for it : 
For who ever yet faw the Manners of 
a Congregation, collected for this pur- 
poſe, but they were more adapted to a 
Bear-garden, than a Place of Devotion ? 
tor which reaſon, I would never con- 
tribute to promote ſuch Indecencies. 

As to what my Couſin is pleaſed to 
ſay, ſhe thinks no body can object to, 
the miſtakes me, if ſhe imagines I object 
to good matter wherever I find it; but 
as the Occaſion ſeems to authorize Con- 
fuſion, by a Congregation of all ſorts of 
Men, Women, and Children, without 
order; every one ſtruggling for Preter- 
ence before another; I ſhould chooſe 
rather that the Work, if in itſelf found 
neceſſary, ſhould be performed to a leſs 
confuſcd Audience, ſuch as ſhould rather 
appear there for the feaſting the Ear than 


the Eye; the direct contrary whereof, 


nas been ever remarked, at Funerals. 
The {ole Reaſon therefore, that | have 
heard amongſt you yet, ſaid ſhe, is my 
Huſband's; who has known it at eminent 
Funerals, 
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Funerals, and eſpecially at his School- 
Maſter's z nay, he has unluckily given 


us ſome of the Heads of the Diſcourſe 


too; and now let me again aſk you, 
what good thing, worthy of Imitation 
by his Auditors, this Parſon can ſay of 
the Deceaſed; if the Subject will not 
afford them, had he not better hold his 
Tongue? if he feigns them, he is a Lyar, 
in the awful Preſence of the Almighty; 
if he paliates, he is a Prevaricator. 
Now to give you my Senſe of theſe 
Things, it is this, added ſhe ; that the 
only Utility of theſe Sermons, ariſes from 
the Example the Deceaſed has generally 
been known, or reputed, to have been 
to Mankind. Where a Man in his Life- 
time, has profeſſed any excellent Qua- 
lities, wrought any notorious Works for 
the furtherance of Charity, Religion, 
or any of the moral Virtues; in ſuch 


caſe, I will admit that a Recollection and 


Repetition of thoſe Acts of his, which 
have not only rendered him and his Me- 
mory tamous here, but may intitle him 
to the Reward of the Blefled hereafter, 
are proper to be laid before us for our 
Imitation, as more Good is frequently 

brought 
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brought forward from Example, than 
Precept. 

But I can by no means concur with 
you in Opinion, that any Subject what- 
ever, having the leaſt refference either to 
the Almighty's Worſhip, or his Houſe, 
ought to be performed ludicrouſly, or 
ior Formality, Faſhion, or Gain; but 
only in a ſerious, and humble Manner, 
where, in ſome way or other, it may tend 
to the Advancement of his Glory, and 
the Benefit of his Servants ; which, as 
Jam well aſſured this never can be, I 
Mall with both Hand and Heart op- 
poſe it; unleſs you will conſent to my 
giving the Parſon the Heads, to prepare 
his Sermon from. 

They were al] ſo tenacious of the 
Sermon, not knowing how to put it off, 
after once ordered ; that they one and 
all, chimed in with her Propoſals ; and 
that no time might be loſt to the Compi- 
ler, who had undoubtedly begun the 
Work, they ſaid, they ordered one of 
the Servants in the Morning, to leave 
Word at the Parſon's, of their deſiring 
his Company to Breakfaſt with them ; 
and thus ſtood the Debate till next Day. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Mrs. Faulconer objects to ſome Words of 
the Sermon. Parſon would gladly know 
the Deceaſed's Character. She makes 
Mr. Roberts repeat the above Character. 
The Parſon's Thoughts of the Hiſtory, 
Sermon laid aſide. Concluſion, 


FT E R due Reſpects paid to the 

Company, the Parſon had ſcarce 
ſeated himſelf in the Morning, before 
Mrs. Faulconer accoſted him with the 
Information ſhe had received, of his 
being upon a ſort of Declamation, to be 
delivered at Mrs. IJſaacſon's Funeral. 

He replied, that he was preparing it, 
and had been very early at it that Morn- 
ing, till his riſing therefrom, to pay his 
Duty to their Commands, for breaking 
his Faſt with them. 

I ſhould be heartily glad, Sir, ſaid 
Mrs. Faulconer, to have ſcen how far you 
have proceeded, Madam, ſaid he, my 
Capacity for obliging, delights me greatly. 
I thruſt it in my Boſom when I left my 
Study, and here are the rough Sheets, 
ſo far as T have gone with it; though you 


mult 
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mult imagine they will want a little 
poliſhing, when I give them the finiſhing 
Peruſal. 

Mrs Faulconer receiving them, caſt 
her Eye careleſsly over them, here and 
there; till fixing it, ſhe read for a ſhort 
ſpace, and looking him in the Face; for 
goodneſs ſake, Sir, ſaid ſhe, where met 
you with an Account of this! and then 
ſhe read a few Lines to him, to the 
following Effect. 

This good, and virtuous Lady, 

4 e now ſeemingly before us; but reſting * 
„ in Heaven.“ 
1 Madam, ſaid the Clergyman, we muſt 
ſuppole lo, unleſs we knew her to be 
an incorrigible Sinner. Now as to the 
! Lady's particular Character, and pecu- 
| har Virtues, I muſt confeſs my ſelf, for 
want of a more intimate Knowledge of 
her, to be very much at a lols. 

I preſume then, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, 
you eſteem it a neceſſary part of the 
Work, to ſet forth to the Public, the 
Fra; e of her Mind, and thoſe particu- 
lar Excellencies, that diſtinguiſhed her 
from other Women. I do ſo Madam, | 
replied the Parſon; I do ſo, indeed, and | 
all be extreamly obliged to you, for a | 

true 
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true Account of them, that I may intro- 
duce them properly into my Diſcourſe, 


Nay, that 1 may charge them home, 


giving each its due Weight, for enforce- 
ing them upon the Minds of my Audi- 
tors, from her Example. 

I could not but imagine with my ſelf, 
ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, that ſomewhat of 
this Nature muſt be uſeful to you, and 
afliſt you very much in the Work, which 
made me deſirous of informing you of 
them. Nothing more, Madam, ſaid 
he; and it is the only thing 1 muſt have 
been deficient in; for all the ſound Doc- 
trine, and Virtues in Nature, to be laid 
down by me as the Duty of my Auditors, 
unleſs applied directly to the Lady, whoſe 
Corps will be before us, will have little 
or no Effect upon my Congregation ; 
therefore, Madam, added he, what you 
have now engaged for, will delight me 
above Meaſure, 

Mrs. Faulconer then turning to Mr, 


Roberts, I muſt beg leave to refer the 
Gentleman to you, Coulin, ſaid ſhe, 


who are beſt of us all informed of Mrs. 
Tſaacſon's Proceedings, from very early in 
Life, to her Exit ; and that not only from 
Knowledge, but from her own Lips too, 

therefore 
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therefore, as the Gentleman deſires it, 
and as ſhe herſelf enjoyned you to pro- 
pagate a Knowledge of it, for the ge- 
neral Good of Mankind, I muſt intreat 
you, for her ſake, to unfold the Whole 
of it to this Gentleman. 

The Parſon's Ears were erect, and 
his Heart leaped within him at theſe 
joyful Tidings: For, for want of an 
Inſight into her private Hiſtory, he 
was diſabled from proceeding a Step fur- 
ther, without ſome ſimilar Intelligence : 
So that ſmiling and turning Mrs, 
Faulconer; Madam, faid he, may I trou- 
ble you to aſſiſt me with Pen Ink and 
Paper ; for methinks, I would not wil- 
lingly looſe a tittle, of what may ſo con- 
tribute to the Embelliitment of my Diſ- 
courſe. | ; 

Mrs. Faulconer replied, her Belief, 
that there would be but little need of 
thoſe, for he would be well able to re- 
member ſo much as would appear to be 
neceſſary. 

O Dear | Madam, returned the Par- 
ſon, you can never be ſenſible, what 
minute articles aſſiſt in carrying on a 
Deſign, that one could ſcarce eyer have 

tallen 
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fallen upon without them; then pray, 
indulge me with the Materials, for ta- 
king it down from the Gentleman's own 
Mouth, | 

Mr. Roberts ſeeming to make a Scru- 
ple of divulging the above Particulars ; 
Mrs. Faulconerre minded him of the dying 
Lady's Requeſt, which the Doctor backed 
with ſeveral Arguments; beſides, that 
to the beſt of his Recollection, it was juſt 
ſaid, that the Reaſon the Deceaſed gave 
for its Publication was the Benefit Man- 
kind might receive -from it ; all which, 
he ſaid, the World muſt be diſappointed 
of by his Silence: So that at length 
Mr. Roberts complied, and went on with 
his Story. Fo 

The Parſon would fain have taken 
down all verbatim; but Mr. Roberts 
could no ways agree to that Prolixity : So 
that he was obliged to make uſe of his 
Fars only, and to truſt to their Fidelity, 
for the ſeveral Facts to be related to 
him. 

The Parſon ſeemed under no little 
Conſternation, at the firſt Introduction 
to this Hiſtory, but ſoon recovered it, 
upon the Lady's Adoption into Mr, 

W-—ms's 
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W-—ms's Family; till ſhe becoming 
an Outcaſt from them, he gaped greedily 
after what was next to befall her; having 
now fx*d her as a Miſtreſs, he turned 
up his Eyes. Go on, faid he, for the 
good Man long'd to be dabbling in ſuch 
Parts of the Affair, as might have illuſ- 
| trated his Sermon, but ſoon perceiving 
his Longing to be diſappointed; Madam, 
laid he, not a ſingle Word of all this, 
will be fit for introducing into my Diſ- 
courſe. 

Anſwer me then, good Doctor, re- 
plied Mrs. Faulconer, what courſe a pru- 
dent Man ought to take, when his Sub- 
ject will not bear a Relation? Truely ! 
Silence, Madam, ſaid he, comes next ; 
where no Alternative preſents to the Ser- 
vice, but what may create Scandal. 

] believe, Doctor, ſaid Mrs. Rovers, 


that genuine Facts are not all t 4 
ſtudied, or reported in ſuch kinder Cord. 
poſitions. I have known fair Gloſſes 
put upon Actions, that would not bear 
Inſpection in the cleareſt Light. 

_ Whofſo will, ſhall put them, for me, 
Madam, faid the Parſon ; you ſhall never 


take me making a mock of ſacred things. 
The 
* 
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The beſt way to avoid Scandal, is by 
Silence; not by ſhrowding it under Lyes 
which will but, by exculpating the Lady, 
recriminate upon myſelf, 

Sir, ſaid Mrs Faulconer, is this your 
Opinion? It is, Madam, ſaid he; nor now 
I am informed of her Infamy, would I 
dreſs her in the Veſtments of a Saint, 
for the whole Univerſe. Then Sir, ſaid 7 
ſhe, I find, that I am not alone in my U 
Opinion; for theſe were my very Sen- 

N 


timents, ſo ſoon as I heard of your Or- 
ders; but they, weighing little with my | 
Companions, I doubted not of Support [ 
from your Function, and for that Reaſon | 
it was, that I deſired your Company; IW 
that by working things about, I might ; 
by your means, bring Matters to this | 
deſirable Iſſue. 
But Sir, added ſhe, as you have taken 1 
the pains of projecting a Plan, for the 
Execution of my Huſband's Requeſt, 1 
your Trouble, for his Pleaſure, is equally : 
to be rewarded, as if it had met with 
Succeſs then giving the Parſon ten Gui- 
neas; I hope Sir, ſaid ſhe, that Mrs. 
Worthy enjoys her Health ſtill. 
The Parſon, at the Sound of his Wife's 
Name, from Lips that he judged 1 
ſe 
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ſelf a Stranger to, ſtarting, I have for 
ſome Time had a Fancy, ſaid he, that 
I have ſeen your Face before, Madam. 
Mrs. Faulconer replying, many a time, 
when they uſed to hold Diſputations to- 
gether in the back Parlour, whilſt her 
Mamma was engaged with Company in 
the front Room. | 

Not Miſs Olympia! ſaid Mr, Worthy, 
ſurely! it can never be, and Inot recollect 
you better. The very ſame, I can aſſure you 
Sir, {aid ſhe, am] then ſoaltered that you 
could not know me ? I profeſs, I did not, 
replyed he ; but my Admiration, which 
I promiſe you was greatly excited, from 
your way of Argument, and Behaviour 
to me; now ceaſes for that, from my 
Recollection of paſt Scenes, there is no- 
thing that might not be expected from 
you, Madam. Sy 

All further Thoughts of the Sermon 
being now at an End, the Funeral pro- 
ceded as Mrs. Faulconer directed; and 
that once over, ſhe fell upon her other 
Affairs. Soon after arrived Mr. Smith 
and his Wife, with whom ſhe allo ac- 
counted, and with Thanks paid all that 
he had diſperſed for her Fulband. 

When 
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When her Affairs were near adjuſted, 
Mr. Faulconer grew impatient for return- 
ing home; and then it; was, that for the 
firſt Time, his Lady diſcovered to him 
her Inclination, for making. that Houſe 
her future Reſidence, having been her [ 
Father's proper Purchaſe, ſhe ſaid, and | 
that, wherein ſhe drew her firſt Breath. | 
As for Mr. Faulconer, he had been never i 
uſed to either that, or her laſt Reſidence, 4 
ſufficiently for inclining him to either | 
of them in particular : So that he gave | 
up his own Wil, entirely to her Dif- | 
| 


poſal. mn 
Her greateſt preſent Difficulty was, | 
upon account of Mrs. Iſaacſon's Servants; 
none of whom ſhe choſe to retain under 
her: And yet was concerned for their 
being all deſtitute of Places fo ſuddenly. 
So that ordering them all to prepare for 
their Departure, by the Day ſen'night of 
that Notice, ſhe told them, ſhe would | 
give themeacha Twelve- months Wages, | 
as a Proviſion for them, till they ſhould. 
get into other Places; and then ſending | 
to her late Houſe, for ſome of her own il 
Men and Maids, to ſupply the room of | 
thoſe who were going at the Week's End; 1 
ſhe | 


262 The MoTHER-IN-LAw, c. 

ſhe ſoon found herſelf ſettled, with none 
but her old Domeſticks about her: where 
ſhe now refides, under the Wing of the 
moſt indulgent of Huſbands, the Mo- 
ther of a numerous Offspring. 
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lark by what partial Juſtice we are judg'd ; 
Such is the Fate unhappy Women find, 
And ſuch the Curſe intail'd upon our Kind, 
That Man, the lawleſs Libertine, may rove, 
Free and unqueſtion'd thro' the Wilds of Love; 
While Woman, Senfe. and Nature's caſy Fool, 
If poor weak Woman ſwerve from Virtue's Rule, 
Jf ftrongly charm'd, ſhe leave the thorny Way, 
And in the ſofter Paths of Pleaſure fray . 
Ruin enſues ; Reproach and endleis Shame, 
And one falſe Step entirely damns her Fame, 
In vain with Tears the Loſs ſhe may deplore, ? 
In vein look back to what ſhe was before, ſ 
Se ſets, like Stars that fall, to riſe no more. 
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